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BOOKS OF UNUSUAL IMPORTANCE 


MODERN CHRISTIAN 
REVOLUTIONARIES 


An Introduction to the Lives and Thought of: 
Eric Gill, Kierkegaard, G. K. Chesterton, C. F. 
Andrews, Nicolas Berdyaev. Edited, with an 
introduction by Donald Attwater. 


TES. See ae eed $4.00 


“calls for careful, thoughtful reading—and re-read- 
ing. It will be reading well repaid.” Rev. Leo J. 
TrRESE in The Commonweal. 


THE GAME COCK AND 
OTHER STORIES 


by Michael McLaverty. Illustrated by Sister Irena 
ae $2.75 


“As an antidote for the crude, vulgar, swash- 
buckling historical novels now flooding the mar- 
ket, treat yourself to a few hours of literature. 
It is a rare commodity these days.” 

STERLING NorTH 


THE ROCKY ROAD TO DUBLIN 
by Seumas MacManus................ cihtintepstinivedil $3.00 


The boyhood and early manhood of the noted 
Irish writer, told in novel form. An enchanting 
record of life in the Donegal mountain country. 
New edition. 


1000 YEARS OF IRISH POETRY 
Edited by Kathleen Hoagland...................... $5.00 
The representative poetry of Ireland from the 
days of the pagan Bards to the present. 830 
pages. 
““__a major contribution to world literature.” 
The Saturday Review of Literature 


HUNGARY: The Unwilling Satellite 
by John Flournoy Montgomery...................... $3.00 


The experiences—1933-1941—of the American 
Minister to Hungary, with his analysis of Cen- 
tral European politics and history. A book of 
first importance and genuine authority. I/lus- 
trated. 


Once More Available 


HELIOTROPIUM 
er Re TR icitinnincscicstnnnccinivnnisniiontiied $3.00 


The classic work, since 1630, on conforming the hu- 
man will to the Divine. New edition includes fac- 
simile of original title page. 


MY UNKNOWN CHUM (“Aguecheek ). 
‘cbeiiaiaibaddeaidiaiadiiatciinileiicammneiaadsenial $2. 


This charming book has been steadily winning readers 
since it was first published in 1859. 


A LAD OF THE O’FRIELS 
by Boumins Machianius........i.....cccceccscssssccsecesoessescsscanse $2.00 


A novel. New edition. 


THE STORY OF THE IRISH RACE 
Se I TID is sais eaicsnincsinncticadecocbesscensnesccenss $4.00 


The classic one-volume history of Ireland. 


A HANDBOOK FOR NURSE’S AIDES 


by Katherine Orbison. Illustrated.............................. $2.50 
Used by hospitals, Red Cross chapters, and for home 
nursing. 
Current 


EASTERN CATHOLIC WORSHIP 
Edited by Donald Attwater. 


The first translation into English of the Eastern Litur- 
On rn nate ee aN te ae re eae $2.50 


ERIC GILL: AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OS LA Oa AE a EN eS $3.50 


IT ALL GOES TOGETHER 
(selected cesays.) Tilustrated..........c..::.00c.sccesessvesesee: $3.50 


THE PLAY PARTY BOOK 
by Ed Durlacher, Illustrated.........................:cc2000000+ $2.50 
Singing Games for Children, described, with music 
for each game; important for all who work with 
children. 


PADDY THE COPE 
The Autobiography of Patrick Gallagher................ $2.50 


The story of a man who transformed a community 
through cooperative organization. 


THE BOOK OF MARGERY KEMPE 


(1436) 
Modern Version by W. Butler-Bowdon $3.75 


The first known autobiography in the English langu- 
age, the life and travels of a religious mystic, praised 
highly by Sigrid Undset and all other critics. 
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A ‘‘Must’’ for Voters 


Why Kill the Goose? 

Sherman Rogers F.F.E.E., 75c 
Exaggerated notions and mistaken ideas 
lead to endless struggles and waste. The 
outcome of the 1948 election may 
change the course of American history. 
In a country where financial considera- 
tions affect people’s views on everything 
from parish bingo and ordinance-violat- 
ing slot machines to the books they buy 
for our libraries and the salacious book 
clubs they patronize because revenue- 
grabbing magazines and newspapers ac- 
cept their advertising, it would seem to 
be the part of wisdom to look at both 
sides of the coin. It would seem to be a 
wise precaution, even, to drop the coin 
on the counter to see if it rings, or to 
bite it to see if it’s lead. 

To say that we are a nation of eco- 
nomic illiterates may be too strong. To 
say that we are too busy to look below 
the surface, or too prone to disagree 
with what we think affects our interests, 
may be more nearly true. 


Recently, an admirer of a Catholic 
columnist was heard boasting that his 
friend had been quoted by a Senator. 
Presumably, that made the columnist 
an authority. This writer’s reaction was, 
“What else could one expect?” The 
Senator simply used the borrowed argu- 
ment to bolster his own designs. 

Few people have the self-mastery to 
face the unpleasant, to jar themselves 
out of their complacent assurance of 
beliefs in the fallacious, to make the 
tremendous effort required to think. 


‘Consequently Freudian psychiatrists 


fatten, and demagogues confuse. 
The work of the Foundation for Eco- 
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nomic Education, Inc., is undoubtedly 
suspect in quarters that can rebut any 
statement of a corporation executive 
without reading it, or condemn any ac- 
tion of the National Association of 
Manufacturers without understanding 
that these people have problems which 
entitle them to a hearing. 

The needs of the times demand less 
criticism in general terms, and more at- 
tention to situations about which some- 
thing can be done. Stop criticizing; 
start studying. My friend Ypsen had 
one answer for all his troubles. “Can 
John D. Rockefeller’s boy get a job?” 
he asked during the depression. “Then 
why can’t my boy get a job?” 

One answer was that the boy was too 
much like his father—and, of course, 
this wasn’t the whole answer. But Mr. 
Ypsen’s answer was “the system.” What 
system? “The system!” He was ready 
to smash whatever was. 

There are many more like him, and 
part of the reason is a sincere belief in 
fallacies. The present booklet explores 
some of these fallacies—under the hand 
of an ex-“wobbly”—a member of the 
I.W.W. until his eyes were opened by a 
speech in Seattle by Charles M. Schwab. 
Misled by the pernicious division-of- 
income fallacy preached to the I.W.W.’s, 
Rogers was the “most militant Socialist 
in the Pacific Northwest.” His present 
report is based on Department of Com- 
merce statistics. 


Who Gets the Money? 


Large numbers of people believe that 
workers receive only 10% of the income 
produced, while the owners get 90%. 
Many others believe the division is 
50-50. 

From 1930 to 1946, says this author, 
the coal industry paid out to its em- 
ployers more than 98% of the income 
produced. 


Over a period of 16 years, the big 
meat-packing companies paid out about 
98% of their gross income. Only 9/10 
of 1% of each dollar was retained by 
the largest company. Had the big com- 
panies performed entirely without profit 
and paid no dividends to stockholders, 
the price of meat would not have been 
reduced more than % of a cent per 
pound. 

People in cities believe that wages 
could be raised and taxes reduced if the 
street railways were taken over and op- 
erated for the public benefit. But the 











Rental Service 
By Mail 

Some years ago, the Thomas More 
Book Shop had a trade-in plan in oper- 
ation. A book that had been read could 
be traded in on another book. This 
appealed to some people who didn’t 
want to be bothered with book rentals, 
and who did not care to retain a book 
they had once read. The plan was ap- 
plauded by quite a number of people, 
but it was dropped with the coming of 
the war. 

Through the years we have had many 
requests for some kind of a rental li- 
brary by mail. This has been put into 
effect in the secular field. A member 
pays a certain sum for a years’ sub- 
scription, or a smaller sum for a trial 
subscription. A list of books is then sent 
to the subscriber. The subscriber selects 
the book he wants sent to him, and when 
he returns it he may have another. He 
may keep any book as long as he wants 
or he may return it in exchange for 
another book within a few days. Each 
time he returns one book, he may have 
another. 

We are wondering if enough of our 
readers would be interested in a plan of 
this kind to make it worth while to do a 
little work on it. 





facts are that from 1939 to 1942 the 
public would have had to pay 110 mil- 
lion dollars more—to make up the oper- 
ating losses. 

If the three highest paid men in Gen- 
eral Motors turned over their salaries to 
workmen, it would take each employee 
six days to get enough of this money to 
buy a package of cigarettes. In other 
words, the advantage to the workers of 
the genius of these three men could be 
bought by the donation of one package 
of cigarettes for each six working days. 

Why are so many people so poorly 
informed on such matters? Your Editor 
thinks it is because arithmetic has been 
neglected so badly. He _ personally 
knows, for example, hundreds of librari- 
ans who join book clubs to get “free 
dividend books” where they could buy 
the same books for less without any 
book club membership. They have been 
just too busy to figure things out. 

Some fallacies are difficult to expose, 
others are easy if one thinks. This book, 
whether or not you agree with it de- 
serves prayerful analysis. 
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THE STATE OF THE WORLD 
The Leaders Speak 


To the Bitter End 


Hans B. Gisevius H M, $4.00 


The Solution of the German 
Problem 

Wilhelm Roepke Putnam, $3.00 
Reviewed by Joseph E. Evans, German 
correspondent “Wall Street Journal.” 
These two interestingly complementary 
books, both by anti-Nazi Germans, pro- 
vide at least partial explanations why 
the Germans permitted themselves to be 
enslaved by the Nazi terror. Gisevius 
tells the story of the German resistance, 
of which he was a leading member, but 
his book is also a study in mass psy- 
chology, showing how the encirclement 
of the German people was accomplished 
step by step through the crude device 
of Nazi-arranged crises—the Reichstag 
fire, the blood purge of 1934, the depo- 
sition of the military leaders Fritsch 
and Blomberg. 

Roepke, a Marburg university pro- 
fessor who fled to Switzerland in 1933, 
probes the specifically German mental- 
ity more deeply, going into the historic 
roots of the German national character 
and showing how centuries of political 
frustration (i.e. the failure of Germany 
to achieve unity) conspired with specific 
psychological tendencies, the authoritar- 
ianism of Lutheranism and the rise of 
Prussia to produce that peculiar politi- 
cal ineptitude which made the Germans 
of all people the most easily susceptible 
to the evil of Hitler. 

Neither author seeks to excuse the 
German people, but the circumstances 
with which each is concerned are of 
necessity extenuating. Thus, what Gise- 
vius tells us of the German opposition’s 
tragically unsuccessful attempts (which 
at no time received aid or so much as a 
word of encouragement from the Allies) 
to stage a coup d’état finds logical ex- 
pression in Roepke’s insistence that the 
Allies finally begin to make a meaning- 
ful distinction between the criminally 
responsible Nazi leaders on the one 
hand and the anti-Nazi and the whole 
mass of average Germans on the other. 

Without in the least deprecating 
Gisevius’ splendid tribute to the mar- 
tyrs of the German resistance, it must 
be said that Roepke’s book is the more 
important of the two. Gisevius makes 
no attempt to present a program for the 
treatment of Germany—that is beyond 


the scope of his work—but Roepke very 
specifically does, and in this resides the 
special importance of his study. His 
“solution,” which derives inescapably 
from his exploration of the German 
character, is based on a_ three-fold 
moral, political and economic revolu- 
tion. In more than two years of occupa- 
tion, the Allies have failed utterly to 
produce anything like this revolution, 
and Roepke castigates them for this in- 
excusable failure, which, in another for- 
mulation, is that they have never gotten 
to the root of the German problem. 

In view of that failure, Roepke urges 
certain reforms, the most important of 
which is economic (he is thinking in 
terms of a federated western Germany, 
since inclusion of the Russian zone 
seems impossible and, at this point, 
even of dubious desirability). The es- 
sence of his proposed economic reform, 
which is cogently argued, is “the resto- 
ration of an essentially free market 
economy’’—a sufficiently novel idea in 
this collectivist age. In this connection, 
Roepke makes the excellent point that 
what the Allies have done has been 
simply to preserve the collectivist shell 
of Nazi economics, which was already 
breaking down of itself even before the 
end of the war. 

The Solution of the German Problem 
is perhaps the most intelligent approach 
to Germany which has yet been forth- 
coming. If there were a chance of its 
being applied by the Allies, it would be 
cause for optimism indeed. 


—And the Man-in-the- 
Street 


Report on the Germans 

W. L. White HB, $5.00 
Reviewed by Dr. Ferdinand A. Hermens, 

University of Notre Dame. 

This is a first-rate job of both reporting 
and interpretation. William L. White is, 
like his famous father, a Liberal of the 
old school, which took its liberalism 
seriously. His Report on the Russians 
showed his willingness to brave the ire 
of those of his former associates who 
rejected Nazism and approved or con- 
doned Bolshevism; in this book he 
braves those Nazis in reverse, numerous 
among our professional Liberals, who 
cannot see that under the boot of the 


- present plight... 


— 


oppressive Nazi tyranny there lived 
people with the same basic sympathies 
and antipathies as we. 


Mr. White secures his material by 
talking to persons whose experiences 
were typical, and making them talk at 
length. For him people are basically in. 
dividuals, each with his own virtues and 
vices and his own life-story to tell, 
What emerges is the best picture oj 
contemporary Germany and its mental 
make-up known to this writer. 


Mr. White’s conclusion is that the 
Germans feel more or less as we would 
feel under similar circumstances. A 
great many hated Hitler; a great many 
were for him, and others again were 
blinded by his success and repelled by 
his failure. None likes conditions as 
they now are, and some of them blame 
Allied occupation policies in terms not 
too dissimilar to those used by a great 
many American Military Government 
men when, on visits in this country, 
they talk “off the record.” There is 
chaos in Germany now, political, eco- 
nomic and moral, but it is a chaos out 
of which, under our guidance, order 
could have arisen, and in that respect, 
Mr. White feels, we have failed. 

His basic complaint, which history is 
likely to endorse, is that during the re. 
cent war we studiously avoided having 
a policy. Our leaders thought in terms 
of military victory alone, and did little 
to make it serve the end of creating a 
world worth the sacrifices of the war. 

One can only regret that he did not 
present the story of at least one of those 
Christians who opposed the Nazi regime 
out of deep religious conviction, and 
who now struggle against impossible 
odds to make that conviction the basis 
of a new social life. 


That the book has become the victim 
of a literary lynching bee on the part of 
those reviewers who cannot free them- 
selves of the notions of wartime propa 
ganda only goes to show that the blind- 
ness created by war is the greatest 
enemy of peace. 
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The Solution of the German Problem 

Wilhelm Roepke Putnam, $3.00 
John La Farge in America: “. . . The really 
great work which he has achieved is his mas 
terly analysis of how Germany drifted into its 
a noble and intensely ab 
sorbing study of that background of a nation’ 
experience which all statesmen must know, if 
their plans and schemes are not to end it 
failure.” 
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Community of the Free 

Yves R. Simon Holt, $3.00 
Dr. Simon, professor of philosophy at 
the University of Notre Dame, is a 
member of the Pontifical Roman Acad- 
emy of St. Thomas Aquinas, a society 
of the most prominent Catholic philoso- 
phers of the world. The Academy was 
founded in 1880 for the diffusion of 
Thomistic doctrine by Pope Leo XIII 
when he undertook the restoration of 
scholastic philosophy and theology. Be- 
cause Of his books, The Road to Vichy 
and Zhe March to Liberation, Dr. 
Simon was known as the philosopher of 
the resistance movement. 


Public Morality 

The present book “was born of pas- 
sionate reflection upon the concrete con- 
ditions of public morality” in the pres- 
ent day. 

Among the facts making up the atro- 
cious moral history of this epoch, none 
more insistently demands the philoso- 
pher’s attention than the “confusion of 
conscience which transformed worthy 
people into accomplices in the most 
hideous crimes.” Dr. Simon attempts to 
analyze the causes of this confusion, 
and the resultant evils and illusions. 

Liberalism and freedom were con- 
founded. People cherished the illusion 
that “the indispensable liberties would 
never be seriously jeopardized in our 
civilized societies.” 

We hear it remarked that the privi- 
lege of freedom has to be reconquered 
three or four times in each century. 
Even that is too optimistic. The effort 
must be renewed each day. But people 
are silent, as in many things, because 
they lack true freedom. 


Recovery 
Today, to recover freedom, we must 
understand the lessons of decadence, 
and reverse the historical movement. 
We must achieve a universalist ethic, 
get rid of the illusion of respect for self. 


Racism and “‘Accursed Groups” 












d ip 





This is a deep book, not too easy 
Without digging. Most of it is in trans- 


‘Hlation. The final chapter, “Socialism 


and the Democracy of the Common 
Man,” was written in English. Probably 
the most interesting sections concern 
racism as a basis for pools of cheap 
labor, and “accursed groups,” the most 
famous of the latter at this time “being 


Pubiic Morality, and Confusion of Conscience 


the Jesuits, Jews, Free Masons, and 
Communists (where the latter are not 
too numerous) — supposedly unified, 
mysterious minorities exercising con- 
certed, decisive influences—scapegoats 
when explanations are required.” 

To some of our school-boy columnists 
who scoff at private ownership and fos- 
ter utopian illusions, the final chapter 
disproving the desirability of mathe- 
matical equality of incomes is particu- 
larly recommended. 

—J.C.T. 


Freedom vs. Slavery 
The European Cockpit 

William Henry Chamberlin Mac, $4.00 
It is no longer “one world,” but two— 
one of individual freedom, the other of 
mass slavery. The old order has been 
shattered; the new order not yet 
shaped. The U.S.A. bartered the prin- 
ciples of the Atlantic Charter for a mess 
of experimental appeasement. . . 

Lack of knowledge on our part 
brought a clamor for immediate de- 
mobilization, causing Europeans to 
think we’d run away again as we did 
before... . 

Central Germany is the focal point of 
struggle between Soviet and Anglo- 
American influence. Because of their 
savagery, and the taking of reparations 
“in kind,” and debauching the cur- 
rency, Soviet policies are not popular, 
but they succeed because they know 
what they want. Chamberlin is highly 
critical of American and British policy. 

France is in a precarious position— 
on the edge of Communism. The young 
French are distrustful of all parties, 
theories and governments. 

There is less liberty under Tito than 
under Franco. Norway and Sweden are 
afraid of Russia. Italy is being dis- 
rupted, although the Communists are 
not strong enough to seize power. 

The campaign by the Polish puppets 
for “democracy” in Spain is comical 
and hypocritical. There is little assur- 
ance that civil war in Spain would bring 
a liberal democratic regime. 

Chamberlin, former correspondent in 
Russia for The Christian Science Moni- 
tor (whose reporting on foreign affairs 
is nearly always superior to that of the 
daily press), has written several other 
books notable for their objectivity. The 
present book is his best. 

—J.C.T. 


Sound Analysis 


American Communism: 
A Critical Analysis 

James Oneal & G.A.Werner Dutton, $5.00 

Reviewed by Ferdinand A. Hermens, 

Ph.D. 

A new and revised edition of a volume 
published in 1927. More than half of 
the book as it now stands consists of 
the old text, with minor revisions. The 
result is a lack of balance; the develop- 
ments during the first seven or eight 
years of American Communism are dis- 
cussed in great detail and, for the sub- 
sequent 20 years, important topics had 
to be compressed into brief chapters or 
even parts of chapters. Also, most of 
the revised edition was completed by 
the fall of 1945, and ensuing events do 
not confirm some of the judgments ex- 
pressed in the book on post-world war 
IT history. 

The basic thesis of the book is sound, 
however, and some pages are brilliant. 
The authors are certainly right in term- 
ing the advocacy of force the feature 
which distinguishes Socialists from Com- 
munists. (Their own political views, 
incidentally, follow the general pattern 
of democratic Socialism.) The a-moral 
character of Communist “morality” is 
aptly described and, in view of recent 
events, it is interesting to be reminded 
that William Z. Foster wrote, as early 
as 1912, that “the end justifies the 
means.”” The chapter on “Neurosis of 
Communism” is good sociology as well 
as good literature. 


Backstairs Mission in Moscow 

Charles Ciliberti Booktab, $1.00 
Author was for several years chauffeur 
of Ambassador Joseph E. Davies during 
his stay in Moscow. He went to Russia 
with the determinaton to see things for 
himself, learned Russian, and reflects in 
his diary the views of the simple people 
he encountered. He found an amazing 
amount of sullen opposition to the Com- 
munist dictatorship. Few families had 
not suffered the loss of one of their 
members as a result of the terror. 

Ciliberti’s opinions agree with those 
of Victor Kravchenko and of Mrs. 
Brooks Atkinson, even if not with those 
drawn by Mr. Joseph E. Davies—in 
spite of the fact that the latter’s book, 
Mission to Moscow, was a great deal 
more realistic than either the movie 
based upon it, or than the views ex- 
pressed by Mr. Davies himself in later 
years. 
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The Batile for Hitler’s Ghost 


The Last Days of Hitler 
H.R. Trevor-Roper 


Who Killed Hitler? 
ed. Herbert Moore and James W. Barrett 
Booktab, $2.50 
Is Hitler really dead? Murdered? Sui- 
cide? What? 

The official British report, expanded 
into The Last Days of Hitler, a Book- 
of-the-Month Club selection, details the 
sequence of events culminating in the 
suicides of Hitler and Eva Braun, and 
the cremation of their bodies outside 
the Fuehrerbunker in Berlin as the 


Mac, $3.00 





Credulous .. . 
“Just Tell the Truth” 

John L. Strohm Scribner, $3.50 
Reviewed by Dr. N. S. Timashef,, 
Fordham University. 

“Just tell the truth,” this was the con- 
dition under which Mr. Strohm, an edi- 
tor of The Prairie Farmer, was granted 
a visa to enter the USSR and the per- 
mission to go to any place he wanted 
and to talk with anybody he might 
choose. In the book that has appeared 
under the title above the author intro- 
duces some of the folks he met—mainly 
plain people from collective farms, some 
of the things they said, and some of the 
things he saw. 

The report is written with admirable 
simplicity. Sometimes the reader gets 
the impression that he was there, in 
Russia, with Mr. Strohm. What does 
one see there? A country only begin- 
ning to recover from a devastation sur- 
passing that of Germany by American 
bombers. What did the author hear? A 
few very fine and simple stories told by 
hard working and peace loving people, 
but in addition to this fairy tales about 
future achievements or past events and 
situations—the author reproduces them 
with credulity because he is entirely un- 
familiar with Russia’s past or present. 


If read with caution—that is, with 
discrimination between things which 
the author has really observed and 
things about which he speaks from 
hearsay—the book may give some in- 
sight into Soviet life as it really is. If 
accepted without discrimination, the 
book cannot but contribute to the con- 
fusion already existing in many minds 
as to “the great social experiment going 
on in the mysterious East.” 


Russians closed in. The author, an Ox- 
ford historian, had been assigned to 
collect the evidence. 

In a Foreword to Who Killed Hitler? 
W. F. Heimlich, former Chief Intelli- 
gence Officer for the U. S. Army in 
Berlin, says he was assigned to find 
Hitler’s body. He found no trace of the 
body, no evidence of the burning, no 
person who witnessed Hitler’s last days, 
and was astounded at Trevor-Roper’s 
account—which he feels is based on a 
melodramatic fabrication of the Ger- 
man propagandist, Goebbels. 

Consequently, we have two contra- 
dictory versions, each glowing with dra- 
matic details, pieced together from the 
statements of witnesses whose stories 
may be neither plausible nor credible. 
The authors of Who Killed Hitler?, 
former editors and correspondents, seem 
to conclude that the Russians, who got 
there first, deliberately distorted the 
available information. First, the bat- 
tered and bullet-riddled body of Hitler 
was reported found. It was then re- 
ported that chemical analysis showed no 
bullet wounds. 

On second thought, it seemed unwise 
for the Kremlin to let Hitler stay dead. 
The ghost had better be kept alive so 
that the secret police would have justi- 
fication for continued activities. Zhu- 
kov, conqueror of Berlin, announced 
that no corpse had been found, and 
that Hitler had had good opportunities 
to get away—perhaps to Spain, said a 
colleague, Bezarin. Two days later Bez- 
arin was dead, without details. Within 
the year, Zhukov, at the height of his 
fame, disappeared. 

(Note: Trevor-Roper’s book casts 
unnecessary animadversions on the al- 
leged Jesuit education of Goebbels.) 


Report on the Germans 


W. L. White H B, $3.00 
Waldemar Gurian in America: “. . . W. L. 
White proves to be a first-class journalist and 
reporter. He knows Germany . .. last part of 


the book is a general discussion of the errors 
of American war and postwar policies . 
contains many intelligent statements . . . these 
reflections remain somewhat superficial and 
are not always convincing . . . deserves to be 
read for its valuable material. . . .” 

The Commonweal: “ . Both sections are 
superficial. In the first . . . mostly apologetic 
chatter, in the latter an anlysis which touches 
not at all the deeper aspects of German his- 
tory from Luther to Hitler in the light of 
which nazism must be seen.” 


The Sign: “. . . shakes a warning finger at 
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Credible ... | 
Why They Behave Like Russians 
John Fischer Harper, $2) 
Original Title: The Scared Men in th A. 
Kremlin. Author: Former newsman wh 
was in the Ukraine helping UNRR§ - 
distribute food. Says his book is neithe 
a defense or a criticism. Like may 
others, a small part is based on persong 
experience, a large part on what he ha 
read. Author believes that some sud 
system as Communism was inevitab 
for the Russians. Some significant state 
ments: 











Workers get no direct benefits frog 
their Unions, which exist only 4 7 
squeeze the last ounce of effort fro 
the workers: 14 men keep 200 million 
working at top speed. ... 

Strikes are not mentioned in t 
code. Strikers end up in concentratic 
camps. . 





the 
of t 
and 
has 
am¢ 





Jews are no longer numerous in th 
Party. 80% have been dropped. The of & 
is only one in the Politburo. .. . bad 


There are indications that the Co 1 
munist Party may eventually become 
hereditary governing elite. There a 
hints that a higher percentage of tif } 
national incomes goes to managemei, +.) 
than goes to investor groups in Améhio, 
Mies ae 

The police grip is so tight there is littifinst 
chance for any opposition. ‘Classesfper: 
exist to a greater degree than in Ameffin t 
ica. When they insist there are Mach 
classes, they mean that no private ind§pa) 
viduals control the instruments of ptfseo 
duction. The horde of guards at th ( 
Kremlin gate are not watching { 
atomic bombs. . . . wn 

















real 
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Desertions are reduced, since deser 
ers can’t get out. Living conditions 3 
so bad that they are afraid to bri 
their soldiers home... . 

The Russians pose as champions 7 
the hungry. We can meet their ch 
lenge by demonstrating that our syste 
will provide a better living and mop 
freedom than they can offer. . 


The Russians have conspiratorial at 
frightened minds. If a balance can ¥ 
held, perhaps in a generation the pre 
ent truce may be converted into peat 











Americans, urging them to bestir themselvt m 
. . . It is-our job to create a Germany with 
manner of life befitting human dignity. 
we must do it fast... .” 

A—F 
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Father of Branch 
ans Banking 


r, say 





4. P. Giannini: Giant in the West 












in th Julian Dana P-H, $4.50 
ay Reviewed by Daniel T. Mitchell. 


ithe Upon reading A. P. Giannini, Giant in 
mangie West, one must agree with Julian 
rson§Dana that A.P.’s story is “as contro- 
ne hagversial as any of his crisp certainties.” 
- gy While the book is officially called a 
ritabgbiography, it is quite evident that the 
man’s achievements are so related to his 
personality that we do not have here a 
biography in the full sense. 


State 


- fron 
fron 
illion 


This is an interesting and readable 
account of the man who established 
branch banking on the West Coast, and 
who is himself responsible for much of 
1 ythe agricultural and industrial progress 

. fof the West. The book is well written 
ratio , , 

and relies heavily upon anecdote. Dana 
has worked hard to gather the vast 

“amount of information, and the long list 
“Hof acknowledgements testifies to Dana’s 
endeavors and Giannini’s range. 

The determination of Giannini to 
realize his dream against all opposition, 
€ honest or dishonest (and he met plenty 
1 Wot both), merges the career of the man 
em with the institution of his creation. To 
‘\Meithose who favor him, Giannini’s life is 
as much an open book as that of his 
s littfinstitution. Hence, this is not a strictly 
asst#personal biography. The result is that 
Amefin the earlier years of his subject, when 
re Machievements are not so apparent, 
‘ IN@iDana’s protestations of A.P.’s genius 
f Pliseem unconvincing. 

. , Giannini’s philosophy has been one 
of a healthy enthusiasm for the inter- 
ests of the small farmer, the indepen- 
dent business man, and the individual 
pringimself. And Dana’s concluding com- 
entary on A.P.’s achievement is as 
ns quteresting as it is sound. The wealth of 
ch 'Merica, he says, “sprang out of living 
ystgnder a democracy that was both re- 
‘mogsponsible and responsive to the ma- 
. [Pority of the people, a creation of Amer- 
1 agcan Business that supplied leadership, 
anlnd American Labor that did the 
pregwork,”” 
peag ~This philosophy is convincing only so 
ar as capitalism is convincing. Dana 
sel eumerates a few of the positive results. 
within its own way this book is a weapon 
7. Mgainst those who would sell America 
short. 
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Two Better War Books 
Reviewed by Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., Department of History, Loyola University. 


Four Stars of Hell 

Laurence Critchell McMullen, $3.75 
The paratroopers certainly deserved a 
book of their own. Now they have it. 
Captain Critchell, paratroop officer in 
the famous 101st Airborne Division, 
participated in the invasion of Nor- 
mandy, saw service in Holland, was 
present at Bastogne, and in the winter 
campaign in Alsace-Lorraine. Emphasis 
is on the record of the 501st Parachute 
Regiment, but actually a history of the 
invasion that began on June 6, 1944, is 
given, and given vividly. 

No false heroics are sounded. Very 
candidly Captain Critchell wrote of the 
men and of himself: “What we feared 
was battle. Battle was like parachuting; 
it was impossible to get used to it. Ex- 
perience only made the terror greater.” 
Then again, in an effort to vary the 
tempo of his book, he wrote thus of the 
well known and equally well condemned 
K ration: “The cellophane package con- 
taining them was, like everything else 
in the K ration, almost impossible to 
tear apart, and the great numbers of 
such packages discarded intact in the 
remoter parts of the European Theater 
are probably still in the open air... 
still in the same state in which they 
were made. Nothing could destroy the 
K ration, not even digestion.” 

But with the war over, the para- 
troopers were confused by what they 
had done. The author well expresses it: 
“Tt was the faint, lingering aftertaste of 
having achieved something monstrous. 
We had unleashed powers beyond our 
comprehension. Entire countries lay in 
waste beneath our hands—and in the 
doing of it, our hands were forever 
stained. . . . We had turned the evil of 
our enemies back upon them a hundred- 
fold, and in so doing, something of our 
own integrity had been shattered, had 
been irretrievably lost. . . . : All were 
parts of the ghastly horror of what we 
had known, of what we had helped to 
do.” 


Dark December 

Robert E. Merriam Z-D, $3.00 
The book takes its title from the fact 
that the latter part of December, 1944, 
and the early part of January, 1945, 
were rather dark days for the Allies, In 
what has been described as “the last 
great attack of a dying beast—the Nazi 
war machine,” Hitler made an effort to 


drive his forces through the Allies and 
secure the city of Antwerp. On Decem- 
ber 16 the attack was launched and it 
admittedly caught the Allies by sur- 
prise. Eisenhower, Bradley, and others 
admitted openly that they were taken 
completely off guard. 

But how, one may ask, could such a 
large scale attack have been prepared 
by the Germans without the Allies 
learning about it? . . . Where were our 
intelligence officers? . . . Were the Al- 
lied leaders guilty of negligence, and 
therefore responsible for the 76,890 
casualties incurred in the Battle of the 
Bulge? . . . Did this battle lengthen or 
shorten the war? Who aided Hitler in 
planning the attack? How near did the 
Germans come to victory? 


These are some of the questions Rob- 
ert E. Merriam, Chief of the Ardennes 
Section of the Historical Division, at- 
tempts to answer. The book is based 
upon the five-volume account of the 
battle prepared under his direction. 
Written in non-technical language and 
well supplied with maps, this is an ex- 
cellent example of how military under- 
takings may be intelligently presented 
to the average reader. Detailed and pre- 
cise, one of the better war books. 


Four Stars of Hell 
Laurence Critchell McMullen, $3.75 


The Sign: “. . . an exciting and novel-like 
portrayal of the work of the 501st Paratroop 
Infantry Regiment . . . the pathetic hell of 
war ... convincing because not overdrawn.” 


A—F 


ON FATHER MANOUSOS’ 
ARTICLE 
Editor: 


Congratulations to you and to the 
author for the excellent article, “Some 
Principles for Judging Historical Fic- 
tion.” Hope you use these rules for 
judging all such books, and wish all 
writers would use them in writing the 
books. I, for one, intend to keep them 
firmly in mind while at work (though 
they do make it harder than filling up 
the pages with a lot of guff and using 
the name of a real person). Three rous- 
ing cheers. 

A California Author. 

. . . Excellent and exactly my senti- 
ments. ... 

—Covelle Newcomb. 
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Discriminatory 


The Wine of Violence: 
an Anthology on Anti-Semitism 


ed. Nathan Zuckerman 
Association (YMCA) Press, $5.00 


Reviewed by Rev. John M. 
Oesterreicher. : 
Léon Bloy called anti-Semitism a “vile 
business,” a “cheat,” and everything 
that combats it is welcome. This an- 
thology does indeed bring together a 
great amount of material, but it is not 
invariably well-chosen. Two instances 
cannot be overlooked. Orders of medie- 
val Councils regulating the relationships 
of Christians and Jews are placed al- 
most side-by-side with the infamous 
Nuremberg Laws, and thus, though 
substantially different, are made to ap- 
pear one with them. The Laws of 
Nuremberg, born in hate, aimed at pre- 
serving the “purity of Aryan Blood,” an 
aim fallacious from top to bottom. The 
regulations of the Councils of the 
Church aimed at maintaining the in- 
tegrity of Christian faith, and are not 
without analogies in Jewish history. 

A second defect is the paucity of 
statements against anti-Semitism from 
Catholic sources. There is, for instance, 
no mention of Cardinal Manning’s fa- 
mous speech in 1882 denouncing the 
Russian pogroms; no mention of the 
protests against Nazi persecution by 
French, English, Italian, Dutch bishops, 
by Mauriac, Claudel, and many others. 
And there is, astonishingly, no mention 
of the official condemnation of anti- 
Semitism by the Church; she decreed 
through the Holy Office on March 25, 
1928: ‘As she disapproves of all envy 
and jealousy among nations, so she con- 
demns in an especial manner the hatred 
against the people, once chosen by God, 
that hatred, namely, which nowadays is 
commonly called ‘Anti-Semitism’.” 





Attention: Book Club Members 


When returning our recent 
Thomas More Book Club ques- 
tionnaire, quite a few members 
who asked for additional circulars 
failed to give us their name and 
address. 


If you asked for circulars and 
have not received them, please let 
us know and they will be sent im- 
mediately. 









Manners and Morals 


In a rather unusual editorial, The Sat- 
urday Review of Literature says: 


“We now have a generation of adult 
men and women who have been brought 
up on novels in which most of the male 
characters acted like incorrigible ado- 
lescents . . . and the females . . . pur- 
sued their goal with the tenacity but 
without the tact or restraint of any 
well-trained courtesan.” 

Aldous Huxley’s “creative gifts were 
devoted to destroying the rules on 
which they had been bred.” 


In the writings of Faulkner, Cald- 
well, Hemingway, Cain and Steinbeck 
and Fitzgerald, “there was no suste- 
nance for young minds striving to make 
sense of, and especially to learn how to 
behave in a kind of world their parents 
could never understand.” When man- 
ners left the novel, so did polite or even 
intelligent conversation. 


“We must become civilized, or die of 
the lack of the rules of decent behavior 
we have for so long despised.” 


Timely and Profound 


The Natural Law 
Heinrich A. Rommen Herder, $4.00 
Condensed Review by Conell Dowd, 
Cl., Fal. 


This excellent study is exceedingly well- 
timed. The Natural Law must form the 
basis of the varied temporal programs 
designed for economic, social, and po- 
litical improvement in our times, yet 
there is evidence of extreme confusion 
of thought—even of serious error— 
when this basic postulate is mentioned. 
Dr. Rommen seeks to clear up this con- 
fusion and error—and succeeds very 
well. 

In the first part, Dr. Rommen traces 
concisely but adequately the history of 
the concept of Natural Law as reflected 
in the philosophies of various periods. 
The second part is an analysis of the 
concept of Natural Law. Throughout 
are clear, practical expositions of our 
traditional philosophy. 

Translator Thomas R. Hanley, 
O.S.B., has added some few notes and 
identified practically all citations and 
references. An ample index concludes 
the work. Though an exact knowledge 
of the content would benefit all, only 
those possessed of some knowledge of 
philosophy will be competent to read it. 


Christian view of life. 


“Crisis Literature” | 


What Ails Mankind? 

Gustave Thibon S & W, $1.3; An 
Reviewed by Rev. John P. Kleim ‘ 
Ph.D., Pontifical College Josephinun| ©° 
Worthington, O. Da 
This short volume of 17 essays is def: 
nitely for the philosophically-minde 
reader. Its title and sub-title (“An By 
say in Social Physiology’”’) are apt, fo 
the book is a diagnosis of the disease 
that make of our social organism the 
weak thing it is. The author has given 
us here another analysis of secularism, 
the exclusion of God and religion from 
political and social life. His work de. 
serves a place in what has been calle 
“Crisis Literature’”—but not so high: 
place as the books of Dawson and Mari. 
tain. 

The essays are of uneven length an( 
uneven quality, but all of them are in. 
spired by the sound principles of th 





















It is difficult to locate the principl 
of unity which binds the essays to 
gether, but in general the central sick 
ness of our time is diagnosed as the re 
jection of the Christian unity based or 
spiritual authority over all phases 0 
life, individual and social. 


Set to Music ” 
At the recent convention of the Amer 
ican Booksellers’ Association, Lindsay 
and Crouse (Life with Father) made M 
great hit with a parody on the old Gal} 4, 
lagher and Shean routine. ty 
The last two verses were as follows: 
Oh, Mr. Lindsay, Oh, Mr. Lindsay 
There’s one publishing house that! 





very hard to beat T 

They sell bookstores each edition 
Then give them competition r 
With a bookstore of their own acrog ., 
the street. c 


Oh, Mr. Crouse, Oh, Mr. Crouse r 
You haven’t told us all about this hous 
Still another field they’ve tilled 

With the Literary Guild 
You mean Doubleday, Mr. Lindsay? 
I mean Tripleday, Mr. Crouse. . . 
(In addition to Literary Guild, ther 
are also the Book League of Americ 
the Dollar Book Club and the rece 
Family Reading Club.) 
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'l Condensed Review 
} David, S.S.N.D., The College of Notre 
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Five Contemplatives 


| An Infinity of Questions 


L G, $3.50 
by Sister Mary 


C.J. Eustace 


Dame of Maryland. 











ros 


us 





I The spirit of compassion with which 


this well-known English convert has 
traced the pursuit of God through the 


f lives of five European women is con- 


tagious. 

Helen Foley (1898-1938), the Eng- 
lish poetess, and Katherine Mansfield 
(1888-1922), the critic from New Zea- 
land, appear to him to have had similar 
spontaneous responses to the beauty of 


nature. He thinks the latter progressed 


-| much the further, since she displayed a 


sense of moral responsibility, although 
she considered it impossible to believe 
in God and in the last few months of 


inf her life took pitiable refuge in the 


pseudo-psychological Gurdjieff Institute 
at Fontainebleau. 
The second part of the volume is a 


moving portrayal of the Christian “art 


of religion” in Mme. France Pastorelli, 
Mme. Elisabeth Leseur and Sainte 
Thérése of Lisieux. No one of them was 
primarily a writer, yet the literary work 
of each of them—the musician, the so- 
cial leader and the contemplative—re- 
flects powerfully the struggle of her soul 
to attain to union with God. 

Mr. Eustace says the idea for the 
book was born during his chance read- 
ing of a comparison between Katherine 
Mansfield and Sainte Thérése. While 
the other chapters are interesting, these 
two scale heights of inspiration. 


xe 
THE GREEN REVOLUTION 


The Reclamation of Independence 


Willis Dwight Nutting 
Berliner & Lanigan, $3.00 
Dr. Willis Nutting has written a 


sorites (long syllogism). Chapter after 
chapter, page after page, sentence after 
sentence are woven into a logical net. 
Definitions are precise—major and 
minor premises stand on their own 
proven merits. The argumentation is 
not verbose; the ax falls as if wielded 
by a most expert woodman—dead wood 
and underbrush are mercilessly chopped 
down to clear a path in the sacred 
jungle of modern superstitions. This 
book is The Civic Manifesto on Rural 
Life. 
—Rt. Rev. Msgr. L. G. Ligutti. 


WORLD-WIDE MALADY 


“There are too many people of 
every class in this country anxious 
to do as little as possible for as 
much money as they can get. 

“You cannot run a country on 
these lines and we who are anxious 
to do everything possible to help 
the recovery of our country, must 
urge the sense of vocation in work 
and how absolutely essential it is 
for everyone, in whatever position, 
to put his back into the work he is 
doing.” 


—Cardinal Griffin, London 


SORRY, BUT— 
The Christian Hope of Immortality 
A. E. Taylor Mac, $2.00 


. A short, compact, tightly knit 
exposition of the Christian doctrine of 
immortality. The treatise would be per- 
fect if it were not for the fact that for- 
getting or failing to realize that “no 
scripture is of private interpretation” 
(II. Pet. 1:20) the author gives us his 
own version concerning what he calls 
“the state of the lost and the idea of 
Hell.” He tells us that “there does not 
seem to be any utterance of the New 
Testament which depicts the state of 
the man who has failed to achieve sal- 
vation as one of endless excruciating 
torment.”’ 


Sorry, but the fact is that such words 
as are employed by Christ Himself in 
St. Matthew 25:41; in St. Mark 3:29; 
and 9:47; Rev. 14:11; 16:10; and 21:8 
remain the most terrific words which 
have ever been spoken in the ears of 
man, and they will retain their face and 
import however ingenious the attempt 
to empty them of their meaning. It is a 
pity that to please his audience the 
author has masqueraded his scepticism 
in a surplice. 

—J. M. Lelen. 


Summer Landmark 


Richard Day Mac, $2.00 


A refreshing uneventful little tale of a small 
city boy’s visit to the Iowa farm of his Uncle 
Joe Morgan, who farmed “completely,” as the 
definitely queer hired man put it. 

A’ slender hundred-odd pages, it is more a 
sketch than a novel, with little action or plot 
to carry the interest forward. As the first 
book of a young writer, however, there is 
considerable promise in the sensitive delinea- 
tion of people and things mirrored in little 
Joe’s mind. 

—Dorothy Atkinson Williams. 











High Praise for 
‘Brahmin’ Novel 


The Garretson Chronicle 
Gerald Warner Brace Norton, $3.00 


Reviewed by Mary L. Dunn. 


Although this novel deals with three 
generations of a cultured New England 
family, it is mainly the story of Ralph 
Garretson, of the “trifles planted in 
memory, the whims of small passions, 
the hurt of failure, the unlooked-for 
comforts . . . the fears”—all the things 
that shaped Ralph into the man he 
finally became. He rebelled against all 
the traditions of his family, he alienated 
himself from his father, whose only god 
was Nature—and later in life the beauty 
of colonial houses—and when he went 
to Harvard and associated with “Left 
Bankers” he learned to believe in 
nothing. 

All this sounds like just another 
chronicle of failure and futility, but in 
the end Ralph came to agree with his 
grandfather that ideals, intellectual and 
and moral excellence, and personal in- 
tegrity are the things that bring per- 
sonal peace and world order. He mar- 
ried “a woman in love, not simply with 
her partner, but with her way of life 
and her dream of how it should be. She 
grew beautiful and strong, and kept 
herself so.” With her, Ralph “commit- 
ted himself to hope . . . to the dream of 
work and love in Compton.” 

In the opinion of this reviewer, this 
is by far the best novel published this 
season. It has real literary merit, and, 
although the Garretsons did not know 
God and the fullness of spiritual truth 
and beauty, their “chronicle” is a denial 
of false values and a plea for good. I 
recommend it to all those who were im- 
pressed by the sales figures of The 
Moneyman and other bulky best sellers, 
and disappointed by their worthless- 
ness. 





CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BEING REPRINTED 


Another printing of the 17-vol- 
ume Catholic Encyclopedia is now 
under way. The price is $90.00 
plus postage and most of the forth- 
coming printing has already been 
sold out. 

If ordered at this time, delivery 
may be expected during the late 
fall. Orders are filled in the se- 


quence received. 
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TESTED TITLES 


on Marriage and Preparation for 


Marriage 

__So! You Want to Get Married 
(D. F. Grant)... $2.50 

_The Art of Happy ‘Marriage 
(Magner) 2.75 

__Morals & Marriage (Wayne, 
pseud.) 1.75 

_In Defense of Purity (Von Hil- 
debrand) _. 2.25 
___Life Together (Wingfield Hope) 2.50 
____Marriage (Von Streng).. . 2.00 


_ s+ (Abbe Kothen, OSB) 2.25 
_God Is Its Founder (Morri- 


son, SJ) . 2.00 
_____Marriage & Parenthood (Ger- 
rard) _. 2.00 
___Marriage & the “Family (Le- 
x - 4.50 
_The Sacred Bond (Schmiede- 
_ a ee 1.35 
__Marriage & the Family 
(Schmiedeler, OSB) - .... 1.80 
____The Church & Marriage (J. A. 
_.... , aera 1.50 
____Watchful Elders (Hennrich, 
ARE Srer petite 
____The Family for Families (Filas, 
PERS 2.50 


____The Heart of Man (Vann, OP) 2.00 
On Christian Marriage (Pius 





_, RPO Sree rer ae 5c 

This Is Marriage (Grailville 

version of above Encyclical). 25c 
___What Is Marriage? (Cate- 


chism of Encyclical by Ver- 
meersch-Bouscaren) 
Marriage (Connell, nee 5c 
___Marriage (Scott, SJ)... ... 15e 
___Fundamental Talks on “Purity 
(Juergens, SM 
____Plain Talks on Marriage..30c & $1 (00 
____Safeguards of Chastity ......25¢-75c 
___Helps to Purity (girls)... 25c 
____Youth's Pathfinder .......:50c & $1.50 
(all by Fulgence Meyer, OFM) 
_.__The Church and Marriage...... 5c 





____The Ideal Marriage = Se 
—___A White Courtship... ace 
__Whom Shall | Marry? 5c 


~ (all by Rev. John A. O'Brien) 
____Love, Sex, and the Teen Agers 25c 





Grow Up and Marry......... oo 10c 
eS te 10c 
(All by D. A. Lord, SJ.) 
____In Defense of Chastity. hcuebieisval = 


ee ee 
(both by Felix M. Kirsch, GFMGap) 
—____How to Give Sex Instructions 25c 
___.Modern Youth and Chastity 25c 
____Problems, Courtship & Marriage 25c 
—Growing Up (girls)... 50c 
_Into Their Company (girls)... 60c 
___Difficult Commandment (boys) 35c 
THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 
220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6 


Send me the titles checked. 
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STREET AND NUMBER___ 
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ONE... STATE... 


(On orders of less than $1.00, please add 
10c to your remittance for postage and 
handling) : 
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Censorship and 
the SRL 


Literature and Morality 


James T. Farrell Vanguard, $3.00 
Howard Mumford Jones in The Satur- 
day Review of Literature: “. . . Intelli- 
gent readers will applaud Mr. Farrell’s 
exposure of the naive, literal, and dis- 
astrous ‘morality’ of official censorship 
in literature and the movies. . . . I wish 
more writers would speak out as 
bravely. . . . The only lack here is Mr. 
Farrell’s failure to include the maga- 
zines in his survey . . . when one is 
asked to substitute for the moral code 
of the Hays office Mr. Farrell’s own 
theory of artistic morality, one is less 
enthusiastic. .. . 

. for Mr. Farrell the “truthful’ 
artist is a ‘realist,’ and the principal end 
of realism is to tell the truth about the 
unpleasant condition of mankind. . . 
he judges the morality of writers prin- 
cipally or solely in terms of their valid- 
ity in the world of social reform . . . it 
seems to me Mr. Farrell has got himself 
into an awkward position. ... Mr. Far- 
rell’s thinking about literary morality is 
that literature is an immediate social 
instrument of reform. . . . I wish most 
emphatically to be just to Mr. Farrell. 

. But a world for which he selected 
the books would be a very dull world, 
indeed. .. .” 


Condensed from the article, “Is the Tide 


Turning?” by Father James M. Gillis, 


CS.P. 

“Decent people have reason to feel a 
debt of gratitude to James Burnham for 
his outspoken review of James T. Far- 
rell’s Literature and Morality, in The 
New York Times. ... As Mr. Burnham 
says, Mr. Farrell approved—and writes 
—only the ‘literature’ which ‘penetrat- 
ingly describes class differences and 
which also reveals the consequences of 
the conditions of life that thwart the 
boy and girl of plebeian origin’, which 
introduces ‘the orphan asylum, the 
streets of the city, poolrooms, lower- 
class homes and family life, the back- 
ward sections of America.’ We welcome 
a ‘bottom-dog literature . . . that is 
sharply realistic and depicts conditions 
of dirt, physical misery and inner frus- 
tration’.” 

“Such material may be necessary in a 
novel. But to deal with it to the exclu- 
sion of all other phases of life is not to 
see life whole, or at least to write it 





Important Re-issues 


(For new titles, see Excerpt Section, 

Christ the Life of the Soul, }, 
Abbot Marmion, O.S.B. (8th ed, 
Herder, $4.25). 

God and Mammon, by Franco; 
Mauriac (S & W, $1.50). 

History of the Church, Vols. I & I] 
by Philip Hughes (S & W, each $4), 

Rocky Road to Dublin, by Seum; 
MacManus (D-A, $3.00). 

Emancipation of a Freethinker, }y 
Herbert E. Cory (Bruce, $3). 

Vipers’ Tangle, by Francois Maurix 
(S & W, $3). 

The Wandering Scholars & Me 
diaeval Latin Lyrics, by Helen 
Waddell (bound together, Holt). 

The Comforting of Christ, by Caryl 
Houselander (revision of This War 
Is the Passion, S & W, $2.50). 

The Christian Church of the East, 
Vol. I by Donald Attwater (com- 
bining & modernizing Catholic East- 
ern Churches & Dissident East. 
ern Churches, (Bruce, $4) 

The Woman Who Was Poor, }y 
Léon Bloy (S & W, $3). 

Yesterdays of an Artist-Monk, by 
Dom Willibrord Verkade, O.S.B. 
(Kenedy, $2). 





whole. . 

“. . one night years ago, I had to 
run... toa poor fellow who, crazed by 
the heat . . . had slashed his throat and 
jumped out of a three-story window. ... 

“. . then a message came that | 
should go off on another call—likewise 
on the run. There I found a madman 
brandishing a butcher knife and threat- 
ening to carve up everybody in sight. 
Getting him off to Bellevue, I sped 
away to a woman whose head had been 
crushed with beer bottles... . 

“Tf I were a novelist, of the school 
now in vogue, I could write up that sort 
of thing, with embellishments, throwing 
in plenty of profane and obscene words 
‘to make it sell.’ My publishers could 
play it up as ‘realism’ and palm it off 
on the public as an accurate picture of 
life in the great metropolis. . . . But of 
course it wouldn’t be ‘true,’ even though 
every episode in it actually happened. 
It would be quite as misleading as if it 
were a tale made out of whole cloth. 
The sun is not all spots; the city is not 
all sewers. Life is not all filth. But to 
‘realists’ only what is foul or mean or 
wicked is held to be true... .” 
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Proud Destiny 

Lion Feuchtwanger Viking, $3.50 

Reviewed by Julius Frasch Harmon. 
A novelist of considerable popularity 
who, as the result of the unjust racial 
policies of Nazi Germany, is now a resi- 
dent of the United States writes in this 
work of certain European aspects of 
that great epic page of our history, the 
American Revolution. His story centers 
around the efforts of Benjamin Franklin 
to secure diplomatic recognition and 
financial aid from France. 

Lovers of the ironies of history will 

note with pleasure the author’s deft lit- 
tle reminders that there was a time 
when America begged, when it was her 
struggles and her necessities that aroused 
the emotions of warm-hearted men, and 
the prejudice and obtuseness and sel- 
fishness on the part of foreigners were 
difficulties which her diplomats and her 
propagandists had to overcome, and not 
without patience and many blows to 
their pride. 
Lovers of historical irony being few, 
Mr. Feuchtwanger has wisely included 
in his novel matter that will appeal to 
a much larger circle of readers. His 
efforts have been successful, and no 
doubt will receive the reward of an ex- 
tensive circulation. His book is one that 
will appeal to all those who believe that 
the weaknesses of his principal charac- 
ter should not only be carefully noted, 
but treated as indifferent or praise- 
worthy matters. 


Admiring Detail 

Benjamin Franklin’s puerile theology, 
superficial philosophy, his speculative 
and practical unchastity, his readiness 
to take convenient liberties with truth, 
the frequent mendacity and tendentious- 
ness of his propaganda, his practice of 
a mild nudism, his pragmatical disregard 
for parental rights, his willingness to 
employ theatrical devices to produce a 
desired public impression, are all por- 
trayed in admiring detail. 

The delectation of such readers will 
be enhanced, too, by the author’s skill- 
ful use of Louis XVI as a foil to Frank- 












lin. Perhaps for the first time in the 
history of literature, they will have an 
opportunity of perusing many pages de- 
voted to an operation for the cure of 
sterility, a subject novelists of a different 
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Attention—Librarians! 


Because of the recommendation given this book by other review services, we invite 
attention to this analysis. 


order of talents have ignored and one 
historians have treated without the elab- 
oration of detail he has devoted to it. 
Their enjoyment of this episode of royal 
biography will not be lessened because 
of its being spiced with jibes against 
religion. 


Voltaire’s Religion 


Another class of readers who will wel- 
come this novel are those who are of the 
opinion that to embrace and continue 
to profess a religion one thinks to be 
false is a matter of no genuine moral 
consequence. They will be delighted 
with his treatment of the father of 
Beaumarchais, whom he portrays as a 
convinced Calvinist, turned Catholic for 
the sake of temporal advantage, and a 
very honest and thoroughly estimable 
man. They will find much to praise, 
too, in his account of the last days of 
Voltaire. Whether or not the great writer 
and poor thinker died in the communion 
of the Church is disputed. Mr. Feucht- 
wanger informs his readers that Voltaire 
was a man who showed good sense and 
finesse in professing himself a believer 
at the end, hyprocritically, in order that 
he might be buried in a manner suitable 
to his position. 

Also, they will applaud the author’s 
tearing away of the veil of pity and 
respect under which the faults of Mon- 
sieur Lenormant d’Etiolles have been so 
long hidden. That eminent and very able 
financier had the misfortune to be the 
husband of Madame de Pompadour. He 
deeply loved his wife. His utter refusal 
to profit from or countenance in any 
way her shameful liaison is the reason 
she is known to history by a name that 
is not his own. Mr. Feuchtwanger suc- 
ceeds in endowing him with a multitude 
of faults, among which he counts M. 
Lenormant d’Etiolles’ intellectual hon- 
esty in remaining a sincere monarchist. 


Mr. Feuchtwanger goes to some pains 
to point out to his readers, on his un- 
questionable authority as an historical 
novelist, that the institutions of the 
United States are based on natural (as 
opposed to the Christian) religion and 
on reason, as obligingly expounded 
and defined in the philosophy of Mon- 
sieur de Helvetius. True patriots will 
appreciate this interesting historical dis- 
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covery at its true worth and, no doubt, 
will hasten to erect suitable monuments 
to the newly discovered Father of the 
American Soul. 


Franklin and Masonry 


The author, however, is very careful 
to avoid any reference to Franklin’s 
connection with Masonry, a caution 
which goes far in helping him preserve a 
desired literary effect. Had he done so 
it would have been necessary for him to 
explain the efforts made by many prom- 
inent Masons to link the American 
Revolution with their principles. There 
are those who hold they were not suc- 
cessful, and he could only have dealt 
with their views by introducing con- 
troversy into his novel, where, no doubt, 
he decided, rightly, that it had no place. 
It is much easier simply to state that 
certain facts occurred than to prove 
that they did, and the proof might have 
led into such awkward by-paths as a 
little speculation as to whether Franklin 
might have achieved the success of his 
mission more easily and quickly had he 
flaunted his Masonic connections and 
principles less openly in the face of a 
Catholic government and a sincerely 
Catholic king. 


Certain it is, however, that he used 
his position as American envoy to ad- 
vance by every means in his power the 
interests of the Masonic brotherhood in 
France, and the author was no doubt 
correct if he judged that some might 
consider it a blot on his hero’s character 
if his activities had led to the loss of a 
goodly number of American, British, 
Hessian, and Indian lives for the sake 
of the advancement .of an ideology few 
of them shared. 


“Inherited Position” 


Lovers of various modern brands of 
democracy will be grateful to the author 
for the consistency with which he por- 
trays in a bad light almost every man 
of what might be called inherited posi- 
tion. He is to be commended for the 
artistic discernment that led him to ad- 
mit two exceptions in the cases of the 
Marquis de Vilette, the forgotten hus- 
band of Voltaire’s adopted daughter, 
and of the Marquis de Condorcet, the 
philosopher who formulated the theory 
that in the age that was dawning in his 
lifetime man would reach perfection. 


(Literary Guild) 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 





Trends in Juvenile Literature 


Theresa O'Neil, BOT’S redoubtable correspondent from Greater Boston, and a 
lady of vast expefience as slum-worker, teacher, leader in both juvenile and adult 
education, casts her critical eve over the current “juvies,” with the following result: 


Today there are many authors, of both 
adult and juvenile books, who have 
axes to grind. The particular axe at 
the present moment seems to be race 
relationship. Care must be taken in the 
choice of these books lest the empha- 
sizing of racial or religious characteris- 
tics tend to prove differences rather 
than similarities among the peoples of a 
community. 

Children are usually not race-con- 
scious. There is the old story of the boy 
living in a mixed neighborhood whose 
mother asked him what color his school 
friend, George, was, and he said, “I 
don’t know. I’ll look next time.” A boy 
who can walk two blocks on his hands 
or hit a home-run is a hero to his com- 
panions, be he black or white or yellow. 

In former days a group of boys in a 
book might be given blanket names 
such as “Tom Brown,” “John Gordon,” 
“Avery White,” or “Aleck Smith.” Now 
in a group you will find: Stuart Mac- 
Leod, Sam Levine, Paul Witherspoon, 
Pierre LaFarge, Stan Potoki, etc., with 
maybe a colored Washington Smith 
thrown in. Comradeship is emphasized 
and the united effort to reach a desired 
goal—to win the big game, to find the 
treasure, or to trap the crook. All this 
is valuable if it is not over-emphasized. 

Again following adult lead, the war 
has almost completely disappeared as a 
subject of fiction. Even children are sur- 
feited. But there are after-war situa- 
tions, such as children living in Amer- 
ican-controlled territories. There are 
scientific stories based upon atomic de- 
velopment—the search for ores, or the 
stealing of valuable formulae. 

Our Latin-American neighbors are 
coming in for their share of attention. 
Adventuresome boys used to be taken 
on a voyage to China or to Africa. Now 
they go to Central or South America 
and to Mexico. All this is in the interest 
of Good Neighborliness. 

Biography has gained tremendously 
in recent years, and career books have 
leaped into well-deserved popularity. 
There are junior biographies which 
make excellent reading and which cover 


every field of human endeavor. 

There are the inevitable mystery 
books. These remain in permanent fa- 
vor. Their great danger is in being too 
tense or harrowing. 

Lastly—and this I state with great 
regret—there are very few worthwhile 
new Catholic juveniles. There are the 
usual insignificant books which fond 
aunts or god-parents feel duty bound 
to purchase for gifts, but which will 
not, I fear, be enthusiastically read. 


OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 

(AND GROWN-UPS, TOO) 
Great Men of Medicine 

Ruth Fox Random, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, O.S.F., 

librarian, Providence Hospital, 
Sandusky. 

True, we have histories of medicine and 
biographical sketches of many out- 
standing trail-blazers in medicine from 
Hippocrates down. But since most of 
this output abounds in technical terms 
it is taboo to the uninitiated. In Great 
Men of Medicine Ruth Fox has given 
high school youth and lay readers de- 
lightfully interesting biographies of nine 
giants of medicine: Vesalius, who made 
anatomy a science; Paré, who replaced 
the hot iron with the needle and made 
surgery an art; Jenner, who conquered 
smallpox; Laennec, who initiated the 
science of diagnosis; Semmelweiss, who 
saved mothers from childbed fever; 
Morton, who taught surgeons how to 
control pain; Lister, who revolutionized 
surgery with a bottle of carbolic acid; 
Koch, who proved the germ theory. 

In the final chapter the author gives 
a brief view of the follow-up efforts of 
20th C. medical scientists. By listing 
here the contributions of Pasteur, Ro- 
entgen, Madame Curie, Metchnikoff, 
Fleming and many others she shows 
clearly that although the nine men 
whose careers are described here laid 
the foundation of modern medicine, 
their work is but a relatively small 
chapter in the whole history of medi- 
cine. 

Miss Fox writes with certitude be- 


ee) 


gotten of research. At the College oj 
New Rochelle, she majored in pre-med. 
cal studies and graduated with honon§ coy 
in chemistry in 1943. She brings to the} s¢. 
reader an original interest in these§ sim 
“torchlights” of medicine, a profes§ ja 
sional knowledge and interpretation of 
their work. Written simply, clearly, Th 
with surety, each new step in medicaf / 
progress supported by many example} He 
of the need of more life-saving methods} mi 
the book carries deep and vivid interest} th 
in scientific medicine and should be on} 10 
the shelves of every medical, nursing} Bi 


school and high school library. ve 
th 
Underneath New York pr 


Harry Granick (diagrams by Phillip W. May)§ Ai 
Rinehart, $3.0 hi 

Reviewed by Rev. D. P. Falvey, 0.8.4, hi 
librarian, Villanova College. la 
This, the author’s second book about} q 
New York City, discusses the variou m 
services of the world’s largest city, in} tc 
cluding sanitation, gas, electricity, mail,} 
telephone, telegraph, transportation andj 
the exciting assistance of the police and§ wy 
fire departments. Although the informa- 
tion is confined to New York, the book 
will help the reader appreciate the pub- 
lic services of other cities, towns and 
villages in the country. The anatomy of 
the modern city is described from the 
scientific and social viewpoint in a man- 
ner particularly suitable for high school 
students. Many photographs and dia- 
grams enhance the book, but these 
would have been of even greater value 
had the captions been placed directly 
under the illustrations. 
Underneath New York should be a 
great favorite for boys. 
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Shad Haul 

Paul Corey Morrow, $2.50 
Reviewed by Brother Aidan O'Reilly, 

C.S.C., University of Notre Dame. 
Shad Haul is the story of two high- 
school seniors with eyes fixed on college 
who decide to augment their slight 
financial means ($55.00) by trying their 
luck at shad fishing on the Hudson. 
After many ups and downs Ralph and 
Dick, through their energy, resourceful- 
ness, and ability, become founders of 
the Phillipsville Shad Fishers Coopera- 
tive. As the plot unfolds, young readers 
get some pointers on economics. 

The author knows his Hudson, his 
shad fishing, and how to write for high- 
school boys, not to say girls. Result: an 
excellent story, well off the beaten path. 
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Workshop Reports 


Sister M. St. Magdalen, S.P., one of our foremost Catholic school librarians, 
conducted a workshop for BOT last summer, with her library science students at 
St. Mary of the Woods College as participants and the following six books as vic- 
tims. First two are older titles of which a few customers of Thomas More Book Shop 
had complained ; the rest are Fall, 1947, models. 


The White Stag 

Kate Seredy Viking, $2.50 (1937) 
Here is a thrilling presentation of the 
migration of nations, of, specifically, 
those people who settled in what is 
now Hungary. Recalling somewhat the 
Biblical story of Moses, this story de- 
velops a myth in which a white stag of 
the god Hodur leads the people to their 
promised land. Its central character is 
Attila, frequently known to Christian 
history as the “scourge of God.” It is 
his destiny to establish his people in the 
land Hodur has promised them. This is 
a tale of warriors and battle-cries, of 
mighty deeds and strong men. It tends 
to give one a different outlook on the 
terror that history paints the fierce 
Huns as bringing to Europe. They, too, 
were in need of a homeland. 

The remark on the book jacket to the 
effect that this book is for mature 
minds is quite true. Children will 
scarcely appreciate its beauty of lan- 
guage nor can they discriminate suffi- 
ciently myth and history. Boys might 
enjoy its vivid action but would miss 
the heart of the story. This reviewer 
would not recommend THE WHITE 
STAG for children below high school 
age, and perhaps not to them generally. 

—Sister Ruth Eileen, S.P. 


Adam of the Road 

Elizabeth Janet Gray —_- Viking, $2.00 (1944) 
For beauty of language, style, and treat- 
ment, rarely does one chance upon so 
exceptional a tale as that which Eliza- 
beth Janet Gray tells in her Adam of 
the Road. Here is Chaucer’s England, 
seen through the eyes of a 13th C. lad, 
Adam, an 11-year-old minstrel, and in- 
terpreted delightfully by Adam’s min- 
strel father, Roger. “The road’s a kind 
of holy thing; it’s home to the min- 
strel.” It is the road, too, which figures 
in the story of Adam’s adventures, as 
he sets forth from St. Alban’s Abbey 
school and treks with his father to 
London; thence, alone, to Winchester, 
in a wild chase for Nick, his little red 
spaniel; back to London and then to 
Oxford, where he is reunited with both 
Nick and Roger; and everywhere, in 





each circumstance, the note of authen- 
ticity prevails. 

Robert Lawson’s full page black and 
white illustrations add charm and in- 
terest; so likewise do the maps on the 
end-papers. Seventh graders and teen- 
agers should find enjoyment in this 
Newberry prize winner of 1942. 

—Sister St. Magdalen, S.P. 


The Pigeoneers 

Anne Molloy (il. Elizabeth Converse) 

H M, $2.50 
Riverside Orthopedic hospital authori- 
ties might have had a series of behavior 
problems in its Ward B had not its in- 
mates, all in plaster casts and repre- 
senting a half-dozen different nationali- 
ties, fallen under the spell of young 
Nat, with his genius for leadership and 
organization and his inquiring and 
imaginative mind. But it was Nurses’ 
Aide Watkins, with her talent for drop- 
ping thermometers, who made the con- 
tact between Nat and her friend across 
the street, a Mr. Lombard, whose hom- 
ing pigeons caught Nat’s eyes. After- 
wards, engines of activity hummed in 
Ward B. Mr. Lombard supplied the 
fuel by his tales of famous homing pig- 
eons and by his gift to Ward B of two 
pigeons and a loft on the fire escape. 
Soon Nat and the boys, now close-knit 
buddies, formed the Lombard League, 
their unit of the National Club of hom- 
ing pigeon fans. 

In simple language and style, Miss 
Molloy’s story moves along; yet she 
packs into it a wealth of pigeon lore. 
With humor and good psychology, she 
lets useful activity lay the foundations 
of worthwhile habits of thought in an 
anomalous group of lads. Format, print, 
and paper are average. One could wish 
for stronger binding in a book as large 
as The Pigeoneers. 

—Sister St. Magdalen, S.P. 


The Adventures of Winnie and Bly 
Anne H. White (il. Ursula Koering) 

LB, $2.00 
Winnie and Bly, a pair of 12-year-old 
girls, like Topsy apparently, “just 
growed up.” Their earliest recollections 
are of a greenhouse, plants, and the 
watering techniques of the gardener be- 


tween whom and themselves no love is 
lost. Their adventures begin when a 
gypsy gives them his horse and wagon, 
his dog, and a supply of magic tea. 
Round and round the city they go, 
everywhere straightening out difficulties 
by means of the magic tea. 

This is a modern fairy story, and a 
first publication of its author, who 
wrote it, she says, “because, in a rash 
moment, I promised a child I would.” 
Terms like mellifluous, immutable, con- 
centrating, etc., may hinder a nine- or 
ten-year-old as he reads. In any event, 
children reared on the classic tales of 
Grimm and of that incomparable An- 
dersen will detect at once the weak- 
nesses of this story. For others it may 
have the charm of the ultra modern in 
fairy lore. Illustrations and end-papers 
are attractive; format is excellent. 

—Sister St. Magdalen, S.P. 


Star of India 
Jean Bothwell (il. Margaret Ayer) 
Morrow, $2.50 
Little Bittu, only child of Kundan 
Lal, though but a girl of ten, had, at 
last, the longed-for opportunity to be a 
son to her father. For Kundan Lal had 
determined to restore the honor of his 
family and Bittu was to help him. 
Down from the quiet rural hill-country 
of northern India into the noisy city of 
Rajahpur came Bittu and her father, 
who was disguised as a blind beggar. 
Together they would seek, locate, and 
recapture the Star of India, medal of 
gold once awarded by the British to the 
father of Kundan Lal, but now stolen. 
Bittu’s exciting adventures in the city 
of kings, doing always “what a son 
would do,” will captivate mind and 
imagination of both boys and girls over 
eight. The author draws an interesting 
picture of India and its people. Bittu is 
a lovable little figure. The black and 
white illustrations, though few, are ex- 
cellently done. Paper is of superior 
quality and size of print inviting to 
nine- or ten-year-olds. 
—Sister Mark, S.P., & Sister 
Trinita Marie, S.P. 


Wopsy Again 
Gerard F. Scriven, W. F. (il. Jill Elgin) 
Cat. Guild, $1.75 
A thoroughly entertaining story of 
one of God’s small angels named 
Wopsy, who is always one step ahead 
of the devils in their evil designs. . . . 
Wopsy’s special charge is Shiny John, 
a littlke Matongu boy. Wopsy wants him 
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to be a priest, he watches over him 
lovingly, consults Our Lady about him, 
and is consoled to learn from her that 
one day Shiny John will stand at God’s 
altar. 

Father Scriven has interwoven hu- 
mor with reverence and has produced a 
helpful story about angels—and yes, 
devils. Wopsy will hold even your at- 
tention, grown-up, and he will creep 
down deep into your heart. Little chil- 
dren need to be taught to know and 
love their Angel Guardians. This story 
should help tremendously. 

Jill Elgin’s artistic illustrations should 
appeal to all, young and old, 

—Sister Mark, S.P., & Sister 
Eileen Francis, S.P. 


OLDER BOYS 
The Spirit of the Eagle 

Merritt Parmelee Allen (il. Avery Johnson) 

L G, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, 
C.D.P., Winchester, Ky. 

The Spirit of the Eagle! What an in- 
triguing title! The reader expects a story 
truly “spirited’”—intense, adventurous, 
soaring aloft. A keen disappointment 
awaits him. Superficial characterization, 
a plot held together by the thinnest of 
threads, actions that seem unnatural or 
forced—all sum up to one thing—dull 
reading. Besides, there is a touch of 
Nazi philosophy and naturalism about 
which it will be better for American 
children to hear less. Finally, the book 
is supposed to be historical fiction. It 
deals with young Thorp Mason (how 
young we never discover) who joins 
Captain Bonneville’s Mountain Men in 
their exploration of the Rocky Mts. in 
the 1830s. Yet the style and the dia- 
logue are filled with 1947 slang and 
jargon! Such treatment simply ruins 
the setting. 

That the author is capable of good 
writing, however, is evidenced by several 
sections of the book where our interest 
mounts high. This is particularly true 
of the last chapter, where we discover 
the full significance of the title. There 
are some fairly good descriptions of the 
scenery, too, and here and there inter- 
esting bits of historic and geographic 
information, but the author has failed 
to dove-tail them sufficiently into the 
plot, so that instead of becoming part 
and parcel of the story, they destroy its 
unity. Historical fiction is difficult 
work. It takes time and talent to per- 
fect it. . 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Operation Underground 

Josef Berger (il. David Berger) L B, $2.50 

Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil. 

Here is one of the adult-juvenile books 
suitable especially for minds condi- 
tioned by movies and “funnies” to high 
speed and tension. Seventeen year old 
Ted Post goes to Germany as official 
interpreter. (Imagine!) He meets un- 
derground anti-Nazi workers and car- 
riés through a difficult assignment with 
typical American daring and efficiency. 
Nothing fazes this lad who is a master 
of three languages and who can trans- 
late German orally into intentionally 
incorrect Russian in order to carry out 
a plan of operation. Boys will like it. 


OLDER GIRLS 
Rosanna 
Martha Gwinn Kiser L G, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Cecilia, O.S.B., 
St. Scholastica Academy, Chicago. 


A well authenticated tale of New Eng- 
land folkways around 1838, when 
chicken was 10c a pound, eggs 6c a 
dozen, and factory girls worked 80 
hours a week for the munificent sum of 
$1.25! The heroine, however, well 
swathed in crinoline and multiple petti- 
coats, who considers it “nearly as styl- 
ish to have a broken heart as to faint,” 
faces the very modern problem of 
housework and babies vs. a career. 
“Just staying home and helping the 
family seemed too prosaic and trivial,” 
until she learns that such a pattern is 
quite to the liking of Nath Merrill, an 
itinerant preacher. Discharged by the 
elders for failing to fill his three-hour 
sermon quota both in time and brim- 
stone, Nath, to whom “all religions are 
right,” founds his own congregation— 
not on a rock. Also Ralph Waldo Emer- 
son enters the book just long enough 
to inculcate his faulty philosophy of 
“self-reliance” based on intuition, rather 
than on knowledge and experience. 


Betsy Was a Junior 

Maud Hart Lovelace Crowell, $2.75 
Reviewed by Sister M. Amarella, O.S.F., 
Principal, St. Bridget School, Logans- 
port, Ind. 
Although written for girls of high school 
age, this story is on a level with the 
mentality of nine- to twelve-year-olds. 
True, it does rehearse the escapades of 
senior high school students, but in a 
giddy, childish, repetitious manner. 


With no plot and very little suspense to 
hold the interest of the reader, it soon 
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becomes tiresome and vapid. 

The time setting is 40 years ago, but 
the picture presented is really of the 
present decade in its most frivolous 
aspect. The life of these high school 
juniors and seniors is entirely empty of 
those things that are of the greatest 
importance in adolescent years; namely, 
building toward high ideals and pre- 
paring to meet the problems of man- 
hood and womanhood. Let us, by all 
means, lift their minds to higher things, 
even while they are having fun. 


Come In, Winifred 

Helen Diehl Olds Messner, $2.25 
One of the ever-popular career stories 
that delight the hearts of teen-aged 
girls. This one concerns radio produc- 
tion, and the author understands both 


~ her subject and the group for whom she 


writes. The plot is handled well with 
enough romance, rivalry and suspense 
to keep it moving. 

Outstanding in the book is the oft- 
repeated plea for social justice—for tol- 
erance and cooperation based on respect 
for the dignity of the human person. 

—Helen Ryan. 


PRECOCIOUS DEBBY 
Blue Remembered Hills 

Nancy Stonestreet C-McC, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sr. M. Verona, O.P. 
Striding through the orchard, eight- 
year-old Deborah has murder in her 
heart and a jagged stone in her hand. 
She is going to kill her friend, Jamie. 
Deliberately she hurls the stone at his 
head. That she doesn’t kill him is no 
fault of hers. 

Debby’s very fine parents have given 
her everything, but she turns to Dr. 
Haines and two old ladies with her 
confidences. 

Debby is neither an average nor an 
honest character. Average people do not 
attempt murder, honest people know 
that lies are not truth. Dr. Haines may 
have been kind, but he prefaces every 
remark with “damn” and makes no ob- 
jection when Debby does likewise. His 
atheism is trite. He literally puts Lucy, 
the kitten, in Paradise, he worships the 
perfection of a leaf, but he claims not 
to know where Debby comes from. 

The large type and attractive book 
cover would indicate this to be a child’s 
book. The agnosticism of Dr. Haines, 
Debby’s intent to kill, the conversations 
in many parts of the book make it per- 
nicious for children and insane for 
adults. 
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INTERMEDIATE BOYS AND 
GIRLS 
(and up) 

Racing the Red Sail 

Alice Geer Kelsey L G, $2.00 

Reviewed by Lois Slade. 

Piece by bittersweet piece these 14 sim- 
ple vignettes, for the most part street 
scenes of Greek children, assemble and 
merge subtly into the chiaroscuro of a 
whole people picking up bits of their 
lives after the war. Surprisingly, for all 
the sadness they intimate, these are far 
from unhappy stories; pathetic and 
wistful yes, but without the stigma of 
fatalistic gloom or pessimism. Whether 
it is Manoli begging a tired heap of 
canvas to mend his father’s dead wind- 
mill, or Stavros eagerly sweeping in the 
wheat trailed by bulging American re- 
lief trucks, there is an excitement still 
in their humble existence. The author’s 
impact stems, wisely, from what is bet- 
ter left unsaid. Even in the authentic 
tragedy of “Constantine,” blinded by a 
hand grenade and useless except for 
selling his grandmother’s koullouria in 
the market place, she is beautifully re- 
strained. 

American adolescents may not en- 
tirely comprehend the humanitarian 
heartache of Alice Kelsey’s writing. 
That is why I hope her next book will 
be an adult volume, although this one, 
in a sense, is already that. 


The Lost Violin 

Clara Ingram Judson H M, $2.25 
A well-written story relating experi- 
ences of a Bohemian family newly ar- 
rived in Chicago, and their intense 
desire to make a home here and become 
good American citizens. Through loss of 
a valuable violin and the presence of 
the great Bohemian composer, Dvorak, 
at a concert in which the lost violin 
appears, interest is maintained to the 
end. Purpose of the story, author says, 
is to show how much of their culture 
Europeans bring to our culture. 
Confidential to BOT readers: 

Never before have I heard of Metho- 
dist Bohemians. They are Catholics or 
Hussites. In this story, next to Jane 
Addams the best friend they find in 
Chicago is a Methodist clergyman 
(though he doesn’t appear often). Prob- 
ably because of this slant, the prepara- 
tions made for Christmas seemed very 
anti-climactic. They didn’t fit in a 
Methodist atmosphere. Besides, this 
family came from near the Austrian 
border, which is Catholic. Seems to me, 


this is really going out of one’s way to 
play-down Catholicism. . . . Bohemians 
have some of the most beautiful cus- 
toms there are, and they perpetuate 
them in this country. Mrs. Judson 
couldn’t have known much about Bo- 
hemians. 

I felt I had to tell you this. It is a 
nice story. 

—Loreto Hogan Kimball, M.Mus. 


Hank Winton, Smokechaser 
Montgomery M. Atwater (il. E. Joseph 
Dreany) Random, $2.25 

Reviewed by Mary C. Dunne. 

“Smokechaser Schook,” “First Fire,” 
“Roll Out or Roll Up,” “Lookouts, 
Man Your Towers,” are a few chapter 
headings in this thrilling book dealing 
with the Forest Service. Hank Winton 
overrides all obstacles in the path of his 
ambition: to be a top-notch member of 
the Forest Service. 

Hank joins what he terms The League 
of Lonely Men when he is assigned the 
lookout tower, learns to box in self de- 
fence when teamed with the disagree- 
able Jim Dade, expert woodsman, fights 
a runaway fire single-handed to find 
that the Forest Service always works as 
a unit; untrained, he volunteers as a 
“smoke jumper” and is hailed as a hero 
after rescuing his wounded comrade, 
Jim, whose parachute has slammed him 
against a rock, leaving him helpless in 
the path of the approaching fire. 

A first-class book for juniors, boys or 
girls. Well illustrated. 


Uncle Swithin’s Inventions 
Wheaton P. Webb (il. Rounds) 
Holiday House, $2.00 
Reviewed by Lois Slade. 

Not every Cicero boy is lucky enough 
to boast an Uncle Swithin, inventor par 
excellence of such contraptions as liar- 
proof fish hooks, a perpetual motion 
machine, and glittering new horns for 
molting reindeer. But then, of course, 
except for Dennis the whole town con- 
siders that Uncle Swithin never did a 
lick of honest work in his life, which 
explains his having time to fritter away 
on no-account business. On occasion 
he’ll even turn his hand to Cupiding; 
Addlemorn Sweet and Miss Tillingham 
will vouch for him there. 


Wheaton Webb’s farcical tongue-in- 
cheek nonsense is exactly right for tick- 
ling funny bones, junior or senior. 
(Memo to illustrator Rounds: What- 
ever happened to Uncle’s “little white 
goatee,” bobbing in the breeze on page 


40 of the text but neglected completely 
in all 14 of his pictures? Tsk, tsk. You 
can’t blame us young’uns for asking.) 


Deep Wood 
Elleston Trevor (il. Stephen J. Voorhies) 
L G, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister Loretto Marie, 
C.D.P., Academy Notre Dame 
of Providence, Newport, Ky. 

Deep Wood is a difficult book to review. 
Because of its animal characters one is 
inclined to place it in the lower and 
intermediate grades, but its mature 
style, descriptive and almost philosophi- 
cal, and its advanced vocabulary put it 
beyond these age levels. The plot, slow- 
moving and rather inactive throughout 
its 283 pages, depicts the brotherly and 
benevolent activities of Deep Wood, 
where the fox and the rabbit, the owl 
and the squirrel, and all the other ani- 
mal inhabitants, live amicably together 
without displaying any of their native 
animosity. 

Appealing and animated are the il- 
lustrations in black and white. 


The Parish Priest of Ars 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt (il. Gedge Harmon) 
Grail, $2.00 
Reviewed by Joan Quilty. 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt’s biography for 
young people of the wonderful life of 
the little parish priest is vivid by choice 
of detail. Where the story is as simple 
as John Vianney’s heart the story is 
poignant. But the last long years of his 
life are built into dramatic climaxes in 
every chapter; it is foreign to the curé, 
and the interest lags. The use of first 
person in depicting the curé’s thoughts 
is sometimes strained. 

An enchanting black and white illus- 
tration glows from every third page. 
The illustrations give a warm awareness 
of France of that day so like our own 
times. This book would be delightful 
read aloud to the family at evening. 


Party Shoes 

Noel Streat field Random, $2.25 

Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil. 

This book reminds me of a beautiful 
set-piece of fireworks which turns out 
to be just a few sputtering roman 
candles. It starts out admirably. During 
the war a little English girl receives a 
parcel from America. It proves to be an 
exquisite party dress which cannot pos- 
sibly be cut up or changed into any- 
thing else. Selina and her boy and girl 
cousins rack their brains to think of an 
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occasion grand enough to wear the 
dress. They finally decide to build a 
whole pageant around it, and to pro- 
duce the pageant out-of-doors. The idea 
mushrooms, however, and soon the 
whole family, their several servants, the 
village and some surrounding communi- 
ties are involved in the project. The 
thing becomes colossal, almost Holly- 
woodish, and is so complicated with 
history that the original dress is almost 
eliminated. 

The character sketches are amusing 
and upper-class English home life very 
comfortable (even during the war), but 
there is not enough action for American 
children. Maybe our British cousins 
would like it, but American children 
would be bored by interminable squab- 
bles and connivings and the intricacies 
of staging and producing. Fairly good. 


Also Approved ... 
(Reviews will follow when space per- 
mits. ) 
OLDER READERS 

Anne Snow, Mountain Nurse, by 
Dorothy Deming, R.N., ($2.25). 

Dr. Kay Winthrop, Intern, by Caro- 
line A. Chandler, M.D. ($2.25). 

Anchor for Her Heart, by Ellsworth 
Newcomb ($2.25). 

Susan B. Anthony, by Florence Horn 
Bryan ($2.75). 

Friday’s Child, by Janet Lambert 
($2.25). 

The Talking Wire (Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell), by O. A. Stevenson 
($2.50). 

The Great Heritage, by Katherine 
Shippen ($3.50). 

Three Conquistadors, by Shannon 
Garst ($2.75). 

Puzzle of the Talking Monkey, dy 
L. A. Wadsworth ($2). 

YOUNGER READERS 

An Army in Battle Array, by Sr. M. 
Jean Dorcy, O.P. ($2.25). 

Judy’s Journey, by Lois 
($2.50). 

On Hampton Street, by Alice Wil- 
liams ($2.25). 

River Treasure, by Mebane H. Burg- 
wyn ($2.50). 

Miracle by the Sea, by Olive Price 
($1.75). 

Adventure North, by R. G. Emery 
($2.50). 

Out to Win, a Baseball Story, by 
M. G. Bonner ($2). 

Treasure on the Johnny Smoker, 


by Mildred H. Comfort ($2.50). 


Lenski 
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Boys and Colts Fulton Sheen— 
Prairie Colt Authenticator 
Stephen Holt LG, $2.25 
Fiesta Colt World Book Encyclopedia 
Martha Farwell Rinehart, $2.25 Quarrie Corp., 19 Vol., $102.00 
Silver Spurs One period in this reviewer’s checkered 
Mark Layton Mill, $2.50 past having been devoted to the library 


Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 
The long line of boy-and-horse stories 
continues, some good, some bad, and 
most of them mediocre. Stephen Holt, 
a rancher since childhood, offers older 
boys (12 and up) a good dramatic nar- 
rative in his second novel of this kind, 
“Prairie Colt.” There is, as usual, a boy 
and his dream-horse in the beginning 
and the successful race and dream ful- 
fillment at the end. But in-between 
there is plenty of action, real dramatic 
conflict, a keen knowledge of horses and 
a sharp, clear moving style of writing. 
There is an unusual lack of polyannish 
piffle and an abundance of life-like sit- 
uations. Recommended. 

Miss Farwell is, of course, a woman; 
and that fact is reflected, unfortunately, 
in her contribution, Fiesta Colt. The 
style is a bit too feminine, too fine and 
fluffy, even for boys 8-12, for whom it 
is intended. It’s a good story, though, 
and adds a touch of mystery to the 
stereotyped theme of boy-meets-and- 
gets-horse. There are two boys, an 
American and a Spaniard, the color of a 
fiesta, the interest of a beloved palo- 
mino, the action of ranch life and lots 
more. The friendship between the two 
boys is admirably drawn, but the in- 
trusion of frequent Spanish phrases will 
leave the young reader baffled and an- 
noyed. The story, however, is the thing 
for him and I think he will like this one. 

The young hero of Silver Spurs takes 
over a run-down cattle ranch in Mon- 
tana and makes it pay after facing in- 
numerable obstacles of a more modern 
but none-the-less arduous nature. A 
fairly good story, with a general appeal, 
sound, well-written; yet the plot often 
drags, lacks the punch and action that 
are the very stuff of Western fiction. 





Adventure in Russia, by Ruth Ep- 
person Kennell ($2.50). 

Positive Pete! by Phil Stong ($2.75). 

Martha, Daughter of Virginia, by 
Marguerite Vance ($2.50). 

Cortez the Conqueror, by Covelle 
Newcomb ($3). 

Kit of Danger Cove, by H. R. Lang- 
dale ($2.50). 


of a large prep school, we must confess 
at the start to a sentiment of vast un- 
critical gratitude to the World Book, 
Some 800 boys and their preceptors can 
think up more knotty problems in the 
course of one day than this world 
dreams of. And I can’t remember that 
the World Book ever let us down. 
That was a long time ago, and even 
then the World Book was good enough. 
Now, in its completely re-edited and re- 
set 1947 edition, it is even better. First 
thing we noticed was the new format— 
good clear type with modern sanserif 
captions, the excellent calendered paper, 
the striking picture arrangement, with 
plenty of “bleeds” and other new tricks, 
the quality of the illustrations them- 
selves—brilliantly reproduced paintings 
and photographs, graphs, pictograms, 
sketches, montages. Without any text at 
all, there would be riches a-plenty in 
this work to satisfy any seeker after 
knowledge or recreation—child or adult. 
The text is another matter for ap- 
proval. Aspiring to be neither the En- 
cyclopedia Britannica or the Catholic 
Encyclopedia, the World Book seems 
to aim at simplicity, accuracy, impar- 
tiality, accessibility, high factual con- 
tent. Though its stylists might be sus- 
pected of more conscience than imagina- 
tion, that is an eminently good thing in 
an encyclopedia—especially one for the 
young. As for the Catholic angle—any- 
one who realizes how extensively we 
have been knocked around in other 
“standard” reference works will be 
grateful for the impressive number of 
Catholic entries and the care with which 
they are handled. And that “F.J.S.” to 
be found at the end of every such entry 
proclaims that no less than Msgr. Fulton 
J. Sheen, as official “authenticator” of 
Catholic articles, read every word of it 
and corrected it where it needed it. 


—M.E.E. 
The Hand in the Picture 
Erick Kelly Lipp, $2.50 
The Magnificat: “. . . Eric Kelly’s latest story, 


vivid with incidents culled from Polish history 

. written out of his deep and sincere inter- 
est in Poland and its people . . . reflects upon 
the uncertain prospect for restored freedom of 
the much tried country. . . .” 





= of ~ oS 


0" 


- aw @ = 


co -t 


ae, Sk me UceetlUumlUrOlUMlUcetl MUlUCrOlUlUelCO 








n 


— a. 


— 


i a 








October-November, 1947 





—— 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 














REVIEW EXCERPTS * COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


(Asterisk before title indicates very new 
book, or book to be published during October 
or November.) 


The Age of Reason 

Jean-Paul Sartre Knopf, $3.00 
Malcolm W. Bingay, a non-Catholic, in the 
Detroit Free Press: “. . . existentialism .. . 
a denial of all moral law . . . a doctrine which 
holds that there is no God, that hell is life on 
earth, that the only way to gain any tempo- 
rary freedom is to do as you please. Only the 
weakling has a conscience .. . this new mad 
movement coming out of the intellectual gut- 
ters of Paris . . . sweeping the United States. 

. The lads are already hailing it as some- 
thing so profound, so utterly impossible to 
understand, so completely decadent and degen- 
erate that it is of ‘vast significance’.” 
Justin O’Brien in The New York Times: 
“Since the liberation of Europe, only one Eu- 
ropean literature of vigor has manifested itself 
to us and that has come from Paris. . . 
With Sartre and Beauvoir and Camus we are 
now getting back some of what we have con- 
tributed to Europe in recent years.” 
Orville Prescott, a non-Catholic, in The New 
York Times, speaks of Sartre’s “delight in 
cruelty, perversion, vice and violence,” 
thinks he was encouraged by the success of 
certain American novelists who specialize in 
that sort of thing. . . . Sartre’s work “reeks 
of decadence and corruption . a grimy 
story.” 
Russell Maloney in The New York Times: 
“.. . ‘Have you read the Sartre novel?’ is a 
social gambit. ‘Have you read Plato’s Repub- 
lic’?’ is merely being nosy. . 

‘The Age of Reason’ is, at the mo- 
ment, required reading for literary lemmings. 

. Existentialism is quite as important fo the 
thinking man as Humanism was a decade or 
age...” 

A—DIS 
Alexander the Great 

Charles Alexander Robinson, Jr. Dutton, $3.75 
Max Fischer in The Commonweal: “. . . when 
he comes to discussion of World Government 
and Brotherhood, the learned professor tells 
the problems of Alexander’s times in the brand 
new phrases of the United Nations ideology 
like a third rate journalist. . . . I am deeply 


convinced that personal speculations do not 
aid an historical and psychological under- 
standing of world conquerors, but lead only to 
’ a dangerous romanticism that adds to the 
glamor of the Caesars.” 

AWR 


School °* 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent - 
C-I—Current Interest - 
TFA—Too Far Advanced ° 
DM—Doubtful Merit - 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded + 


Objectionable + DIS—Disapproved + 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 
WR—With Reservations - U— 
O—Offensive or 
REC—Recom- 


mended * REV—Reviewed * MSO—Mature Students Only 
FIO—For Information Only. 


Alone Among Men 

Marjorie Coryn A-C, $3.00 
America: “The third volume of fictionalized 
biography of Napoleon deals mainly with the 
five Directors ruling France from Oct. 11 to 
Nov. 12, 1799, and paints their portraits in 
acid. Napoleon is drawn with gentle 
strokes. . . .” 

AWR 
America in Our Time 

Dwight Lowell Dumond Holt, $4.75 
America: “. . . legislative and executive ac- 
tivity, significant decisions of the courts, pop- 
ular pressures and reactions of the last fifty 
years ... linked . . . as a rule with sound, 
sometimes stimulating, social and economic 
interpretations. . . .” 

A—SAT 


The American Imagination at Work 


ed. Ben C. Clough Knopf, $6.00 
America: “. . . Clough professor of 
Classics at Brown University . . . challenges 


the western frontier’s exclusive claims to the 
tall tale by including specimens from New 
England and other areas ...a big book... 
also perplexing . . . he seems to have been 
guided only by what entertained or amused 
him. .: . 

“. , . the many examples of the American 
tendency to unlimited exaggeration are the 
most fascinating. .. .” 

A—SAT 
* Angels in the Dust 

Zofia Kossak Roy, $3.50 
The author’s touch is more certain than it was 
in Blessed Are The Meek, or The Leper 
King. Her scholarship is precise. Recom- 
mended as narrative history rather than as 
fiction. (Review later.) 

A-F —RHelene Magaret 
*Anna Collett 

Barbara Lucas H M, $2.75 
Spiritual confusion and despair—Catholic mis- 
tress of a POW. Inadequate treatment. (Re- 
view later) 

A-DIS 
Babies Keep Coming 

ed. Becky Reyher Whittlesey, $3.75 
The Sign: “A sizable anthology devoted to the 
perennial subject of babies and all they repre- 


—Mary McNeill 


sent . . . the book is chiefly to be read for 
sheer entertainment value... .” 
AWR 


The Balkans: Frontier of Two Worlds 
William B. King and Frank O’ Brien Knopf, $3.50 


The Commonweal: ‘ . a mass of detailed 
information about the recent and not-so-re- 


cent history .. . peoples and . . . personalities 

. cultures and . . . politics of the Balkan 
countries . . . chapter on the economic Soviet 
capture of Rumania is . . . the best in their 
book. ... 

“To Greece .. . one-tenth of their book . 

not very enlightening. . On Turkey... 
they are much better. . 


The Sign: “. . . quite adequate in delineating 
the why and the wherefore of the Soviet- 
Western clash in these unhappy lands.” 

A—SAT 
The Beginnings of the U. S. Army 

James Ripley Jacobs Princeton, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . The military history 
is good, and the understanding of our army 
and of its ‘traditions’ requires a book like this 
one. . . . Major Jacobs definitely believes in a 
strong and professional regular Army and 
makes a powerful argument... .” 

A—SAT 
Bend Sinister 

Vladimir Nabokov Holt, $2.75 
America: political nightmare-fantasy 

. would have been more successful had Mr 
Nabokov’s curious English been less in the 
We as 

AWR 


The Big Sky 

A. B. Guthrie, Jr. Sloane, $3.50 
America: “. . . blown up by the hucksters of 
Manhattan’s Grub Street into an American 
classic . . . the story of young Boone Caudill, 
who flees his Kentucky home in 1830... 
voyaging up and down the Missouri 
fighting Indians and outwitting traders ... 
settles down to marry an Indian girl... a 
perfect little slave of a wife. 

“'. . wrongly suspecting Teal Eye of 
deceiving him with his best friend, Jim Deak- 
ins, Boone shoots his old partner dead and 
deserts his wife. . . . The triangle is so arti- 


ficially contrived . . . that the honesty of the 
tale is badly impaired... .” 
AWR 


*The Bishop’s Mantle 

Agnes Sligh Turnbull Mac, $3.00 
Parish life of a Protestant minister. Makes out 
a strong case for clerical celibacy. (Review 
coming by Rev. Leo A. Pursley) 

AWR 

Literary Guild 

The Bright Promise 

Richard Sherman L B, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . More 
than a decade of recent American history is 
epitomized or used as background in this 
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plodding, lackluster, windy, weepy, loosely 
plotted, slackly written novel. Trite and not a 
little mawkish, it is well-nigh idolatrous in its 
attitude toward Mr. Roosevelt.” 

A—DM 


The Challenge of Industrial Relations 

Sumner H. Slichter Cornell, $2.50 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: “. . . a series 
of six lectures at Cornell University, to the 
thesis that the rise of labor unions during the 
past decade and one-half constitutes an epoch- 
making change. . 

“  . the rise of trade unions to a position 
of power has created six separate groups of 
problems: the effect . . . on business man- 
agement . . . economic consequences . . . the 
rights and duties of rank-and-file workers . . . 
effectiveness of collective bargaining as an in- 
strument of industrial peace, the effect of 


union power on the community . . . the 
impact of unions on political life... . 
“ _ . the chief merit . . . lucid exposition. 


... The author . . . is certainly wrong when 
he calls the right to strike a privilege... . 
It is a real right... . He is wrong. . . I be- 
lieve, in denying to all government employes 
the use of the right to strike... . 

“| We are entering an age when all or- 
ganized economic groups must think at least 
as much of the general welfare as they do of 
their special interests. Otherwise . . . increas- 
ing government control . . . eventually .. . 


dictatorship.” 

AWR 
Comrade Forest 

Michael Leigh W H, $2.75 
America: “. . . tale of a band of Soviet 
guerillas. . . . The underlying (and overlying) 
theme of the book is hate. . . .” 

A—O 
The Cooperative Challenge 

Bertram B. Fowler L B, $2.75 


Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . the 
first comprehensive record of the present sta- 
tus of the cooperative movement in these 


highly capitalistic United States . . . a slightly 
staggering one... . 

“ . At this particular writing, the coopera- 
tives are into almost everything. . . . Mr. 


Fowler . . . gives no indication of what the 
American businessman ought to do about it. 
There is no mistaking the fact, however, that 
Mr. Fowler believes that the cooperative sys- 
tem is pretty much the answer to most of the 
evils that beset the universe. .. . 

“'_ . in speaking of labor, he states that 
‘what is required now is not a diagnosis of 
what has caused the dizzy upward spiral of 
prices, but an idea as to where it will lead. 
The answer is obvious. Such an_ inflation 
presages a depression. .. .!” 

“ .. labor is striking for a higher standard 
of living through greater buying power, and 
these things are not necessarily contained in a 
fatter pay envelope... . 

“|. one of the tragedies about a book of 
this sort is often its super-condensed, portable, 
handy-dandy philosophy... .” 

AWR 
Creatures of Circumstance 

W. Somerset Maugham Doubleday, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . puppets 
neatly carved, strikingly caparisoned, deftly 
manipulated. . . . In all the book there is one 


memorable yarn, a horror story labeled ‘A 


Man from Glasgow’. 
A—DM 


Critics and Crusaders 

Charles A. Madison Holt, $3.50 
America: “To the mind of . . . Madison, the 
social progress made by the United States in 
the last one hundred years is in great measure 
due to the agitation . . . of the radicals, ideal- 


‘ists who feel compelled to right existing 


wrongs.’ In this volume . . . brief sketches of 
the lives and thoughts of eighteen non-con- 
formists—from William Lloyd Garrison to 
Emma Goldman and Benjamin Tucker .. . 
an interesting and substantially accurate his- 
torical picture of these people. But . . . his 
criticism is sometimes insufficiently acute. . . 

“'. . the author does not seem to realize 
the fundamentally materialistic presuppositions 
of almost every social reformer after the 
Civil War... .” 


A—DM 


The Cultural Approach 
Ruth McMurry & Muna Lee 


“ 


Chapel Hill, $3.50 
America: . a clear, coherent and com- 
pact account of what other nations have done 
in implementing their diplomatic program 
through government-sponsored cultural-rela- 
tions efforts. ... 


“ 


. . . When our own efforts are compared 
with the sophisticated, well-organized and su- 
perbly supported policy followed by France, 
for example, it can be clearly seen how remiss 
we have been in this aspect of our interna- 
tional relations. . . .” 


A—SAT 


Dark Companion 
Bradley Robinson 


McBride, $3.50 
America: “. . . the story of Matthew Henson, 
the Negro who waited at the North Pole for 
his companion, Robert Peary ... 1909... . 
Peary chose Henson as his chief aide in the 
harrowing fifteen years they spent together in 
the Arctic. ... 

“An introduction by Vilhjalmur Stefansson 
bespeaks his admiration and affection for Hen- 
rr 
A—HS—F 
*Dear Bishop 

Catherine de Hueck S & W, $1.75 
Imaginary letters concerning a very real situa- 
tion—the loss of Faith among the lower strata 
of our citizens, who through poverty or sin or 
Communist influence have become ashamed to 


practice their religion, or have the feeling that 


the Mother Church isn’t interested in them 
some recommendations for reclaiming 
them. 

A—F(WR) 

Democracy and Empire 
in the Caribbean 

Paul Blanshard Mac, $5.00 
The Commonweal: . informative . . 
evidently is written by a man who has forti- 
fied personal observation with a careful and 
extensive study . easy-to-read and emi- 
nently interesting. . . . 

“Like most non-Catholic students of Carib- 
bean problems, impatient of more fundamental 
reforms, Mr. Blanshard is all for birth-preven- 
tion as quick cure for poverty, crime and dis- 
ease .. . a tempting short-cut, and the logical 
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solution to anyone whose philosophy is prag- 
matism. .. .” 

A—DM 
The Development of Modern Medicine 

Richard Harrison Shryock Knopf, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . survey of medical 
progress in Europe and America begins with 
the seventeenth century . . . ends with con- 
temporary medicine... . 

“Those whose interest in the subject is more 
than casual will find his book worth exam- 
ining.” 

A—SAT 

Thomas More Book Club 
Difficult Star 

Katherine Burton L G, $2.75 
Catholic Review Service: “. . . truly worth- 
while book . . . lively, interesting, and very 
readable. .. .” 


Bertrand L. Conway in The Catholic World: 
“. . an excellent biography of the saintly 
daughter of a wealthy silk merchant, who 
founded the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith, the Association of the Living Ros- 
ary, and a model colony of workingmen, 
which anticipated by fifty years the ideas set 
forth in Pope Leo’s Rerum Novarum. .. . 

“Mrs. Burton writes with . . . grace and 
ease... .” 


The Magnificat: “. . . a picture so attractive 
and vivid that one will not soon forget the 
subject or her accomplishment. Pauline 
Jaricot’s distinguishing virtues, natural and 
acquired, shine through the detailing of events 
that crowded her life. . . .” 

A—HS—REC—REV (p. 103) 
Disturb Not Our Dreams 

Hubert Douglas Skidmore H M, $2.50 
America: “. . . The compassion is fine and 
sensitive, but too much of it is worked into a 
small space and the story is thus confused. ..” 

AWR 
The Drinking Well 

Neil M. Gunn Stewart, $3.00 
W. J. Igoe in Catholic Herald, London: “. ..a 
superb piece of work . . . central character, 
the boy Iain. .. . His mother . . . spurs him 
on to the acceptance of a clerkish job in Edin- 
burgh. . . . In the end he returns to the High- 
lands, to the fiddles and the insane story- 
tellers, and the women who walk like queens 
and have never heard of Errol Flynn. He finds 
the key to the world’s problems by leaving the 
world—by going home . . . a grand, honest, 
beautifully-written book.” 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 91.) 
Drums of Destiny 


Peter Bourne Putnam, $3.00 


Indifferently written novel, mostly of Haiti's 
early days. Sexuality and other parading of 
immoralities render it not worth while. 

A—O BF Seki 
Economic Policy and Full Employment 

Alvin H. Hansen Whittlesey, $4.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . a series of semi-pop- 
ular essays . . . while there is nothing strik- 
ingly new ... the book is a welcome addi- 
tion... .” 

AWR 
An Essay on Morals 

Philip Wylie Rinehart, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . the pathetic thing is 
that he sees the ills of our society but fails. 
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utterly to offer a code capable of . . . pro- 
viding the ‘means to brotherhood in a bet- 
ter world,’ whereof his sub-title makes so 
much.... 

“| , That his essay lacks. both depth and 
balance is scarcely strange, for it ‘begins and 
ends with the assurance that you, good reader, 
are a beast, and so am I, and that we are 
nothing else’.” 

Chicago Tribune: “The gist of Mr. Wylie’s 
‘philosophy of sciences’ is that we have not 
dared to make use of the revelations of psy- 
chology, and are still trying to struggle along 
with the outworn ethical teachings of Buddha, 
Jesus, Plato . . . he has made the sophomoric 
mistake of attempting to philosophize without 
sufficient study, and because he summons psy- 
chology, one of the least certain of the sci- 
ences, to be the prop of our thinking. . . .” 


A—DIS 


Evolution and Ethics 

Sir Arthur Keith Putnam, $3.00 
Hugh J. Bihler, S.J., in America: “. . . most 
disappointing . . . views ethics from the stand- 
point of evolution... . 

“Sir Arthur does not believe in a code of 
morals; he believes in codes of morals .. . is 
sincerely concerned with the problem of war 

. outlaws all taking of life and use of force 
as unethical . . . fails to distinguish . . . be- 
tween just and unjust war and killing. . 

“, .. I do question his competence to judge 
Christianity and its alleged failure... . 

“.. should not be read, because of its seri- 
ous errors... .” 


A—DIS 


Fair Were the Days 

Christine Whiting Parmenter Crowell, $2.75 
A dull repetition of the old theme—poor but 
honest boy wins rich, beautiful girl despite 
parental objections. The story is told as seen 
through the eyes of the overly pleasant Moore 
family, none of whose members seem real. 

The book is recommended for no one. Its 
style is too juvenile for adults; and an impli- 
cation of extramarital sexual relations places 
it out of bounds for youthful readers. 

—Helen M. Fagan, 
(“Evangelist,’ Albany, N. Y.) 


Father and the Angels 


William Manners Dutton, $2.75 


America: “. .. a rather special sort of parent 
.. . rabbi of a small congregation in Zanes- 
ville, Ohio . whose simple purpose was to 
know and do God’s will... . 

“. . . being known as ‘the Jew rabbi’s kid’ 
was sometimes a trial, but (the boy) was 
nevertheless always on father’s side in any ar- 
gument, except those involving himself... . 

“The rabbi expected his offspring to set an 
example and he tried to show them the way. 
... Christians and Jews alike . . . packed the 
synagogue when he lay dead... .” 
Fortunata Caliri in The Sign: “. . . Perhaps 
it is in books like this, which narrate the 
simple, universal experiences of all human be- 
ings, rather than in sociological or religious 
tracts, that the specter of race hatred will be 
laid . . . will keep you delightfully enter- 


‘tained... .” 


A—F 





*Fishers of Men 

Maxence vander Meersch S & W, $3.00 
Realistic account of JOC work in France. All 
young Catholic workers should study it. (To 
be reviewed) 

A—F 
Footnotes on Nature 

John Kieran Doubleday, $3.00 
Francis X. Connolly in The Sign: “. ..A 
ripe, mellow, quietly enjoyable book. . . .” 

A—HS—REC 
Forced Labor in Soviet Russia 

David J. Dallin and Boris I. Nicolaevsky Yale, $3.75 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . the final, definitive 
book on a subject that is at once horrible and 
extremely significant: The introduction of 
large scale human slavery . . . in the soviet 


union. . . . What Mr. Dallin, already favor- 
ably known for his scholarly studies . . . and 
Mr. Nicolaevsky . . . have done is to ransack 


the world for every scrap of evidence bearing 
on one of the great atrocities of our time. ... 

“. . the authors estimate the number of 
soviet slaves at about 10 million. ... 

“. . . It would be a great public service if a 
copy of this book could be placed in the hands 
of every American who has ever listened to 
the siren song of communist propaganda.” 

A—REC 
Foundations of Democracy 

ed. F. Ernest Johnson , Harper, $2.00 
America: “. . . a symposium. . . . The litera- 
ture on democracy needs expansion and this 
volume is a welcome addition. . . .” 

A—F 
*France Alive 

C. H. Bishop McMullen, $3.00 
Extraordinarily instructive and interesting—a 
manual of spiritual strategy, both inspiring 
and invigorating. (Review to follow) 

A—HS—F —J.M. Lelen 
From Caligari to Hitler 

Siegfried Kracauer Princeton, $5.00 
America: “. . . primarily concerned with an- 
alysis of national attitudes from 1918 to 1933, 
as reflected consciously or unconsciously in 
motion pictures . . . traces German totali- 
tarianism to the inherent weakness of the So- 
cial Democrats, the inadequate conduct of the 
Communists and the strange reactions of the 


999 


German masses’. 


A—SAT 
The Garretson Chronicle 

Gerald Warner Brace Norton, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . his environment is 


so authentic .. . he tells of young love in a 
manner appealingly fresh.” 

John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . un- 
hackneyed story . . . covers the lives of three 
generations . . . New England family... . 

“Intriguing, different . . . well written, if 
never brilliant . . . excels in characterization.” 

A—F 
Gentleman’s Agreement 

Laura Hobson S&S, $2.75 
The New World: “. . . she falls into the 
usual unhappy error of presenting the forces 
of reaction in terms of repellent caricature and 
the forces of tolerance in terms of equally 
extravagant nobility. ... 

“. . Viewed in the light of Christian moral 
principles Miss Hobson’s book is one of con- 
fusion and inconsistency. .. .” 

A—DM—REYV (p. 11.) 









FOR BETTER DIET 
Tomorrow’s Food 
James Rorty and N. Philip Norman, M.D. 
P-H, $3.50 
Reviewed by Eugene J. McCarthy, pro- 
fessor of rural sociology, St. Thomas 
College, St. Paul. 
Readers who know the health and nu- 
trition studies of Sir Robert McCarri- 
son, G. T. Wrench, Weston A. Price, 
and others of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, and have fought or fol- 
lowed the battle for the enactment and 
enforcement of pure food and drug 
laws, will find little that is new to them 
in this book. They will find it, however, 
an excellent summary and, therefore, an 
effective means for the propagation of 
good nutritional practices among the 
uninitiated. 

The book should be welcomed by all 
who are unaware of the extent of mal- 
nutrition in our civilization, or who are 
aware of it only as it has been pre- 
sented in the Sunday supplement and in 
the vitamin advertisements. . . . The 
second half presents and evaluates what 
the authors call. “the tools of libera- 
tion,” namely, new theories and prac- 
tices in food production, beginning with 
soil improvement, in food processing, 
and in distribution. 


Literary Guild 
Give Us Our Dream 
Arthémise Goertz Whittlesey, $2.75 
The Sign: “. . . interesting lightweight read- 
ing . . . for those who are discerning enough 
to see the shortcomings of Mrs. Marsan’s 
philosophy of life it will do no harm... .” 


Government and Liberty: 


The American System 
William Beard 


America: “, 


Halcyon, $2.00 
. . a Clear-sighted and undramatic 


description of the workings of govern- 
ment... .” 

A—SAT 
*The Great Light 

Larry Barretto F S, $3.00 


Definitely not recommended. 


A—DIS —Jordan Aumann, O.P. 
The Great Tide 

Rubylea Hail DS &P, $3.50 
America: “. . . well told and gives a very 


interesting insight into the plantation life and 
political struggles of the 1830’s (in) Florida. 
...” (fiction). 

AWR 


The Guarantee of Annual Wages 

A. D. H. Kaplan Brookings Inst., $3.50 
Concerned primarily with current proposals 
which would start with the guarantee of sub- 
stantially full-time pay rolls as overhead, in 
the expectation that, by having to meet these 
guarantees, industry would find ways to stabil- 
ize production and give greater security at 
higher levels of employment. Recommended 
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MISS SLADE SAYS “UGH!” 
Pamela Foxe 

Dorothea Malm P-H, $2.75 

Reviewed by Lois Slade. 

Much ado about the grand passion (and 
I do mean passion) of Pamela Foxe and 
Richard Greve leads author Dorothea 
Malm far down the labyrinthine ways 
of lust in 18th C. London. Hinged on a 
frantically manufactured plot structure 
and peopled with a sorry conglomeration 
of shady ladies and amoral males, this 
journal of a woman of fashion seems to 
be an excuse for prating further the 
glories of adulterous love, loose living, 
and hopped-up sex appeal... . 

Why publishers squander their name, 
royalties and precious newsprint on 
such trash, is, I suppose, a wise trade 
secret. But for a writer of some merit 
to pour her gift, or a book buyer his 
time, into cheap thrills like this is just 
plain stupid. 

Ugh! 





for all who are studying this important sub- 
ject. +5 
A—SAT 
Book-of-the-Month Club 
Gus the Great 


Thomas W. Duncan Lipp, $3.50 
New York Times: “. . . for all its synthetic 
quality . . . the scenes . . . give a certain 
animation to our cycles of nostalgia.” 

The Chicago Sun: “. . . I tried hard not to, 


but I did get lost a couple of times in this 
dismal swamp of Hollywoodian flashbacks, 
tedious biographical sketches, chunks of nar- 
rative which were thrust too deeply into the 
main story. And ... I’m not so sure I know 
what happened to some of the people Duncan 
introduced me to. 

“Nor does Duncan’s erratic style help much. 
He often uses 10 words where one would do 
... dotes on figures of speech the way an eager 
beaver in a sophomore college English class 
does . . . dialogue is uneven, ranging . . 
to a lot .. . that is labored, unreal and down- 
right ludicrous. . . . A hard-working editor 
and a few able copy readers, wielding some 


- nicely sharpened blue pencils, could have done 


Duncan a great service and hacked out a novel 
which would possibly have been as good as 
Marquand insists it is now.* 

“ . . The book has brought Duncan fame 
and fortune, hasn’t it, and what more can a 
man ask for these days ?” 

*He should have seen it as it was originally 
written, before the editor eliminated para- 
graphs, chapters and characters. 

(We would not have wasted the space 
above in referring again to Gus had we not 
come across another review in a contempo- 
rary supposedly critical and objective periodi- 
cal which praises this book as extremely well 
written, in good taste for the most part... 
and recommendable.—Ed.) 


A—O 


The Happy Prisoner 


Monica Dickens Lipp, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “. . . jolly novel about 
a corner in Shropshire . . . a charming, whole- 
some story. . . . Several widely differing love 


stories are woven into the book with a deft 
touch, and one bit of psychosis, seemingly 
inevitable in these psychotic days. .. .” 
A—SAT 
The Harder They Fall 
Budd Schulberg Random, $3.00 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . a story about the 
fixed fight racket. Budd’s characters, for the 
most part, are vulgar in speech and venal in 


action and completely ruthless... .” 
A—DM 

The Heller 
William E. Henning Scribner, $2.75 


The Sign: “. . . a depressing picture .. . is 
neither enriching nor entertaining. I can think 
of no reason to recommend .. . to anyone.” 
A—O 
The Hidden Damage 
James Stern H B, $4.00 
The Sign: “. . . after V-E Day, he was flown 
to Germany as a ‘bombing analyst’ of the 
U. S. . . . The book is extremely well writ- 
ten . . . does give a great deal of insight into 
the German mentality and easily holds the 
reader’s interest until the last page . . . con- 
tains two striking examples of heroism based 
on Christian convictions. . . .” 
A—SAT 
The Hidden Weapon 
David L. Gordon and Royden Dangerfield 
Harper, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “, . . The principle value 
its clear and cogent analysis of the 
changes that have been made, as result of 
total war, in our historical concepts of inter- 
national law. . . . This book cannot be praised 
enough. . . . The public, economists, and po- 
litical scientists owe them a great deal of 
gratitude.” 
A—F 
A History of the Church. Volume III 
Philip Hughes S & W, $4.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . an enormous quan- 
tity of information . . . excellent bibliography 
and footnotes . . . the most mature scholar- 
ship available, much of it accumulated over 
only the past decade or two.... 
“. .. an exciting kind of history to read... 
thoroughly interesting and rewarding. .. .” 
(Vol. I and II, rewritten, are again avail- 
able.—Ed.) 
A—E—REVD (p. 81.) 
A History of Philosophy. Vol. I 
Frederick Copleston, S.J. Newman, $4.00 
Dominicana: “, . . provides more details than 
the usual works used in the classrooms... . 
“Working in a very difficult field, where 
ambiguity and a continual sifting of fact from 
conjecture awaits the scholarly inquirer, 
Father Copleston has succeeded in showing 
how the links fit together. .. .” 
A—F 
*Hope of Earth 
Margaret Lee Runbeck HM, $3.00 
A book is the hero—an old bible. The char- 
acters are good but the book is not—in a way, 
a respectable Forever Amber, with no single 
detail omitted—close to salacious. 
A—U —Mary Hennigan 


Horace Greeley and the Republican Party 
Jeter Allen Isely Princeton, $4.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . focused and con- 
centrated on the brief span of years when he 
exercised his greatest power ... Greeley... 
viewed himself as a great master of proper 
compromise and intelligent strategy. . . .” 

A—F 
House Divided 

Ben Ames Williams H M, $5.00 
The Chicago Tribune: [Civil War novel] ... 
“1,514 pages . . . 200,000 words longer than 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ ... 

“As Mr. Williams sees it, the war is whipped 
up by irresponsibles on both sides. .. . 

“The author is not blind to the heroism of 
war, but he stresses the ugly side—piles of 
amputated arms and legs in the hospitals, 
looting southern soldiers doing more harm to 
their own people than the Federals have 
done. . . . And when soldiers have won a vic- 
tory, it is frittered away by stupid politicians 
and greedy grafters and speculators. .. .” 

AWR 


Human Destiny 

Lecomte du Nouy L G, $3.50 
Dominicana: . a sincere book, but... 
difficult. . . . For the general Catholic reader 

. . should not prove too interesting; but for 
one adrift, it might well be the beacon light 
leading to the harbor of philosophical and 
theological certitude.” 

A—MSO—F(WR)—REV (p. 168, Vol. V.) 
The Indifferent Blade 

Lillian Van Ness Doubleday, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘“. . . Where she fails is 
intellectually. No positive philosophy beyond 
a vague humanitarian ideal .. . she apparently 
considers organized religion as one of the out- 
moded conventions. . . .” (About the Philip- 
pines.) 

A—DM 


The Individual, The State, 


and World Government 
A. C. Ewing 


“ 


Mac, $4.00 


America: “. . . He considers . . . that a phil- 
osopher has a contribution to make in guiding 
people’s thinking in these unsettled days... 
insists that there is an irreducible difference 
between moral right and wrong. .. . But he 
shies away from the question of why there is 
such a difference. ... 

|. While it can hardly be said that Ewing 
says anything very illuminating from a Catho- 
lic point of view, his discussion keeps on a 
high level . . . surpasses the positivism which 
seems to pass for political philosophy in many 
if not most intellectual circles today. .. .” 


AWR 


I Remember Distinctly 

Agnes Rogers and Frederick Lewis Allen 

Harper, $5.00 

John S. Kennedy in The Hartford Transcript: 
“.. subtitled a family album of the American 
people in the years of peace: 1918 to Pearl 
Harbor.’ . . . a collection of photographs .. . 
with a commentary .. . a pictorial account of 
what happened to people or what was done 
to them by a few leaders or manipulators. .. . 

“Tf the book is a true index, religion counts 
for practically nothing in America... .” 

A—SAT 


“ 
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I Speak for Thaddeus Stephens 
Elsie Singmaster H M, $3.50 
America: “. . . a lively and interesting picture 
of America and its political stresses and strains 
before and after the Civil War... .” 
A—SAT 


“ 
. 


Jefferson: War and Peace, 1776-1784 

Marie Kimball C-McC, $6.00 
America: “. . . the second part of the multi- 
volume biography of Thomas Jefferson. . . 
The first part, Jefferson: The Road to Glory, 
1743-1776, won high praise... . 

“|, The author’s industry in ferreting out 
unpublished manuscript records seems inex- 
haustible. ... 

“., . The period . . . begins after the writ- 
ing of the Declaration . . . marks the end of 
his pre-French period. . . .” 

A—SAT 


*The Lardners and The Laurelwoods 
Sheila Kaye Smith Harper, $3.00 
Catholic only in a negative sense—a world of 
natural beauty and supernatural bleakness— 
The world of secularism—subtly suspenseful. 
(Review to follow) 
AWR —Nelson W. Logal 


The Ledger of Lying Dog 


William George Weekley Doubleday, $3.00 


America: “. .. a fine adventure story that has 
everything—shipwrecks, murders . . . romance 
and a mysterious ending. .. .” (The adven- 
tures of a cast-away on a Pacific island; 
stylistically quaint.) 


AWR 
Liffey Lane 

Maura Laverty L G, $2.50 
America: “. . . the delightful story of Chrissie, 
a little girl of the Dublin slums .. . a series 


of convincing, realistic sketches of slum-dwel- 
lers and their middle-class neighbors . . . even 
the most sordid passages are handled with per- 
spective and with reverence. .. .” 

The Catholic World: “. . . seems to be the 
Irish equivalent of a ‘soap opera’. . . . has 
some merit. A grim yet compassionate picture 
of the Dublin slums, ... 

“ . . . Skill is evident. .. The assorted 
troubles of the cast of characters however, are 
so synthetic . . . designed to give way to a 
happy ending bathed in a sentimentalized con- 
cept of goodness . . . the incidental virtues 
have no validity. .. .” 


Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . Miss 

Laverty doesn’t spare her small heroine the 

premature knowledge which coarsens the lives 

of the chiselers of families who live in one- 

room tenements. . . . She has the courage of 

her emotions and a gift for expression.” 
A—F(WR) 


*Madame Elizabeth of France 


Yvonne de la Vergne Herder, $4.00 


Brilliant, and true-to-truth story of a victim 
of the French revolution. 
A—HS—F —J.M.Lelen 


Magic and Myth of the Movies 
Parker Tyler Holt, $3.50 


America: “. . . bowing the head to Freud and 
Frazer’s Golden Bough . . . written by a 


young man who confidently asserts that ‘the 
sects of Christian religion have organized 
Western man’s spiritual beliefs under one 


head: the myth of Christ.’ . . . dogmatizes on 
films . . . smart, self-satisfied . . . patchwork 
exposition. ... 


“. .. Most of his matter is . . . unscholarly 
and frankly foolish. . . .” 


A—DIS 


Making the American Mind 

Richard D. Mosier King’s Crown, $3.00 
America: “. . . In this well-documented study 

. subtitled Social and Moral Ideas in the 

McGuffey Readers, the author traces those 
ideas which constituted in large measure the 
social and moral education of nineteenth-cen- 
tury, Protestant, middle-class America... . 

“The Readers were staunch defenders of 
Protestantism, conservative politics and mid- 
dle-class virtues. . . . Men of wealth were the 
elect—God’s stewards—and the virtues of 
thrift, hard work and endurance were apt to 
lead to wealth.... 

“For those especially concerned with the 


history of education and . . . American cul- 
ture ... important... .” 
A—SAT 


*Marriage Is on Trial 
Judge John A. Sbarbaro Mac, $2.00 
Contains helpful advice, but viewpoint unac- 
ceptable. Divorce court experience. Marriage 
as a spiritual bond not considered. Caution. 
AWR —Thomas Donlan, O.P. 


Marshall—Citizen Soldier 

William Frye Bobbs, $3.75 
Interesting biography by Washington corre- 
spondent who was on the London A. P. staff 
during the war. . . . Opinions vary as to the 
Marshall plan, but practically everyone agrees 
that the present Secretary of State is a great 
man, and was a great Chief of Staff. 

A—F —J.C.T. 


Masterworks of Government 

ed. Leonard Dalton Abbott Doubleday, $4.00 
The Chicago Tribune: “. . . deals with the 
works of thirteen authors . . . a galaxy of 
political thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle, 
Machiavelli, Grotius, Hobbes, Locke, Mon- 
tesquieu, Rousseau, Hamilton, Jefferson, Kro- 
potkin, Lenin, and Wilson... . 

“. . offers . . . only a digest . . . so that 
the uninitiated reader has no way of finding 
out where the editor has judged to be able to 
dispense with part of the thought of these 
classics .. . mutilated. . . .” 

A—DM 


*Miracles 

C. S. Lewis Mac, $2.50 
Laudable attempt to justify belief in miracles; 
to be used only with greatest caution by in- 
formed Catholics, as it contains several false 
theological and philosophical concepts. (Re- 
view by A. P. Madgett, S.J., to follow) 

AWR 


Moon Gaffney 

Harry Sylvester Holt, $2.75 
Information: “. . . Moon’s . . . profoundest 
emotion, aroused by the enlightening and 
transforming forces playing upon him, is a 
blank befuddlement, painfully reminiscent of 
Hollywood’s leading men. . . . The strong, 
forthright personalities of The Catholic Worker 
can hardly be flattered greatly by the presen- 


“ 


All That Sort of Thing 


Wagstaff: A Comedy 

Robert Greenwood Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75 

Reviewed by Bill Belanger. 

If your neighbor regards you with an 
attitude of loftiness and addresses you 
with a “you Americans” attitude you 
can put it down that he’s been reading 
“Wagstaff.” If you like veddy veddy 
British atmosphere slightly watered 
down with a wry little twist of musty 
English humor you might take on the 
book yourself. 

Though a little on the “thoughty” 
side, it does not require much effort of 
concentration. It is the story of Wag- 
staff who rose from the slums to be a 
wealthy industrialist and chose not his 
native city but another town, Hill- 
chester, to be his earthly Utopia. That 
it proved to be earthy rather than 
earthly and was considerably below 
Utopia was to be expected. 

And it was to be expected that his 
rise in riches did not correspond with 
what Englishmen consider good taste, 
breeding and “all that sort of thing.” 

The story of Wagstaff’s success in 
plowing his way through Hillchester’s 
fustiness makes good character study 
and shows the author’s talents for 
comedy at their best despite an occa- 
sional lapse into the very pondersome- 
ness he is deriding. 





tation they are accorded . . . has gone whole- 
hog for the Studs Lonigan school of realism. 
Beating poor old Tammany Hall is a very 
dated recreation. . . . If you want to read a 
good book exposing the malignity of human 
uncharitableness, why not try Dorothy Mac- 
kinder’s Silver Fountains?” 
A—DM 


Book-of-the-Month Club 
The Moneyman 
Thomas B. Costain Doubleday, $3.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . a not too glowing 
picture of the flower of French knighthood 
. . . frowns upon the code of chivalry with 


the eye of present day realism . . . a passing 
slur at the Church... .” 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . on the 


extravaganza order. . . . Its purpose is to pass 
time for the reader by taking him into an 
exotic dream world. . . .” 

A—SAT (WR) 


My Polio Past 
Noreen Linduska P&C, $2.75 
America: “. . . a simple, honest autobiography 
. . . the author’s eight-month stay in a hos- 
pital . . . many interesting sidelights . 
conflict among doctors, details of the Sister 
Kenny treatment, a wealth of humorous an- 
ecdotes and sketches of other patients . . .” 
A—F 
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Catholic Literary Foundation 


Purple-Patched 


Captain Boycott 
Philip Rooney A-C, $2.75 
Condensed from review by 
Mary Hennigan. 


Mr. Philip Rooney should turn his fa- 
cile pen to lyric poetry. He is so com- 
pletely absorbed in words themselves, 
in light, color, sound as expressed by 
words, that his really good story is lost 
in them. As an alternative, should he 
persist in writing novels, he should 
draw a ruthless blue pencil through 
every second adjective and every third 
adverb in each finished manuscript. 

In this novel, ‘hair, windows at night, 
sky, and the water under it, all “gleam,” 
and always gleam with “golden radi- 
ance.” Silences are always odd and 
ominous, brooks murmurous, nights 
foreboding, rooms shadowy. There is a 
faint, dark fire, or clear, bell-like tone in 
every voice, eyes are too frequently 
tempestuous, throats rippling, heads 
back-thrown. 

The first time we meet “the squat 
man’s wide and rolling stride” or watch 
the tall man “add an inch to his long 
stride,” we enjoy the happy phrases. 
By the third time, we are bored. After 
that, as when the author refuses to trust 
us to remember that the police are 
black-coated and the hunters red, we 
are worse than bored: we are annoyed. 

Story tells of the struggle between 
land-hungry peasants like young 
Michael Carroll, evicted from his scanty 
acres and miserable hovel, and money- 
hungry landlords, like Captain Boycott, 
who must wring from the bones of such 
peasants the luxuries he desires for his 
unworthy love. 

Mr. Rooney himself confesses that he 
set out to write a highly romantic tale. 
Study of the period in which it is laid 
he gave up, he says, because he found 
it “prosaic and dry as dust!’ Shades of 
my fighting grandfathers in Mayo! And 
of Parnell! And, above all, of Michael 
Davitt, starved, cruelly crippled weaver 
with only one arm, but with the power 
of an archangel in his stout heart and 
on his honest tongue! 

Let Mr. Rooney come down from his 
ivory tower. Let him look again at Cap- 
tain Boycott, whom no novel of Mr. 
Rooney’s can romanticize into anything 
but what he was—a rack-renting land- 
lord. Let him, the author, look away 
from the “warm ivory hands” of the 





*A Name For Evil 

Andrew Lyttle Bobbs, $2.50 
Ghost novel. Confused, confusing, and boring, 
says Philip Starbuck. 

A—DM 
Native American Humor 

ed. James R. Aswell Harper, $3.75 
Physical humor predominates, says our re- 
viewer Paul Phelan—some of the “unfunniest” 
things he ever read, and many off color. 

A—DM 
The Natural Law 

Heinrich A. Rommen Herder, $4.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . Tracing first from 
the Stoics to the Scholastics, the formulation 
of this body of spiritual and moral ideas, he 
follows the turning away from natural law, 
the victory of positivism, and he points to the 
present return to first principles . . . he leaves 
history to expound the depth and content of 
natural law ... the whole sets out in sig- 
nificant and scholarly fashion an enduring 
truth... .” 

A—E 
The Nine Young Men 

Wesley McCune Harper, $3.50 
America: “. . . opportune study of the present 
personnel of the Supreme Court . . . a jewel 

. nine of the twenty-two chapters are 

studies of individual Justices. The remainder 
deal with more general phases of contempo- 
rary constitutional law. .. .” 

A—F 

Catholic Literary Foundation 

No Lasting Home 

Joseph Dever Bruce, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . Tracing 
a career of sacrifice is an admirable idea for a 


doing much of moment with it . . . felicitous 
touches here and there. . . .But there is very 
much which is awkward and unconvincing, 
lapses into moralizing, sparkless dialogue, insuf- 
ficiently motivated developments, and stretches 
of lackluster prose. .. .” 
Riley Hughes in The Commonweal: “. . . a 
generous outline . . . of the novel he did not 
quite write . . . weakness for literary language 
and the consecrated naive... .” 
A—HS—SAT—REV (p. 77.) 
Operation Moscow 
Christopher Norborg Dutton, $3.50 
William Henry Chamberlin in The Chicago 
Tribune: “. . . a vigorous, hardhitting book 





Lady Charlotte, the Captain’s mother, 
away from the golden radiance of Ju- 
dith . . . figurines of no value what- 
ever. ... 

Then let him tell us again in the rich 
idiom of the Mayo peasant (in which 
Mr. Rooney is perfectly at home) the 
story of how Parnell, and Michael Da- 
vitt, and my grandfathers, beat the 
landlord, Boycott, by refusing to see 
him, to hear him, to speak to him, to 
labor for him, pray with him, feed him 
or transport him from here to yon. 
They made him into the little man who 
wasn’t there. In short, they boycotted 
him! 








which discusses the overshadowing political 
issue of our time, the American-soviet antag- 
onism, without diplomatic reticence . . . calls 
the rulers of the Kremlin to account for their 
acts of aggression and bad faith. . . . Like 
Burnham, in ‘The Struggle for the World,’ he 
would wish to see the United States organize 
and head a coalition of those nations which 
are outside the soviet sphere of influence .. . 
is impressive in exposing the weakness and 


futility of the present . . . organization. .. .” 
A—F 

The Pharisees and Other Essays 
Leo Baeck Schocken, $3.00 


The Commonweal: “. a collection of 
studies of comparative religion and culture by 
a celebrated spokesman of European Jewry 
...asawhole... brilliantly and persuasively 
written. . . . Generally speaking, his position 
confronts us with all the dilemmas of ‘progres- 
sive’ religion. It can be seen that Jewish lib- 
eralism, of which the author is a well-known 
exponent, does not differ materially from 
other forms of religious liberalism... .” 
AWR 


Pigtails and Gold Dust 

Alexander McLeod Caxton, $5.00 
America: “. . . a tale of Chinese life in early 
California . . . well conceived, if poorly exe- 
cuted . . . a convenient source of many in- 
teresting and little-known facts.” 

A—SAT 

Catholic Book Club 

Pilgrim of the Absolute 

Leon Bloy Pantheon, $3.50 
Dominicana: “. . . Jacques Maritain interprets 
the thought and personality of Bloy. Raissa 
Maritain lets Bloy speak for himself... . 

“Leon Bloy hurls accusations against the 
‘drawing room’ clergy, the indifferent priests, 
those mediocre ministers who pass out slushy 
platitudes to ‘pious and respectable women.’... 

“These accusations he carries to extremes 
which have no justification in fact... .” 

A—F(WR)—REV (p. 50.) 
Planned Chaos 

Ludwig von Mises 

Foundation for Economic Education, $.65 

. . a scholarly treatment of how interven- 
tion by government in the productive proc- 
esses (the much-heralded ‘middle way’) paves 
the road for the final overthrow of individual 


liberty . . . by an author world-famed for his 
masterly critiques on socialism. . . .” (Pros- 
pectus.) 


The Practicing of Christopher 

Josephine Eckert Dial, $2.75 
Normal, real portrayal of parent-child rela- 
tionship. Rec. to all parents, teachers, and 
child directors. 

A—F —Theresa O'Neil 
Praise at Morning 

Mildred Masterson McNeily Morrow, $3.00 
America: “. . . written around adventurous 
times, when men gambled their all to build 
their fortunes . . . a novel that has all the 
romance and adventure of the period . . . the 
narrative of a young man so hardened by his 
determination that he trod the road to success 
practically alone. .. . 

“., . much interesting historical background 
... the story . .. moves swiftly and always 
with absorbing interest” 

A—SAT 
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dell The Psychology of R 
: Thinking It Over Gordon W. feed Fvany ~oll Holt, $3.50 MY SUNDAY MISSAL 
Che late Father Hugh O’Donnell, then =e Commonweal: “. . . a convincing story IN GERMAN 
president of the University of Notre of the mechanics of rumor .. . a large part A German edition of My Sunday 


Dame, in presenting the Laetare Medal, 
said that Thomas F. Woodlock, its re- 
cipient, had “attacked the problems of 
the day with such clear insight and 
fortitude that he injected high princi- 
ples and excellent examples into the 
very heart of the business and eco- 
nomic life of America.” 

The choicest thoughts of this great 
lay genius are brought together in a 
book that can be read over and over 
again, with ever increasing profit.— 
Thinking It Over, $3.00—a choice of 
the Thomas More Book Club. 


*The Precious Gift 

Fulton Oursler Winston, $2.50 
Extremely moving and challenging essays in 
the application of the Beatitudes to every-day 
life. Contains smoothly-written stories a la 
Readers’ Digest (of which convert Oursler is 
an editor) about some outstanding exemplars 
of the charity of Christ. Some are Catholic, 
more are not (which ratio, with its implica- 
tion of too-liberal tolerance, may irritate cer- 
tain Catholic readers). (To be reviewed by 
Fr. Bowdern.) 

A—HS—F (WR) 

Prince of Darkness and Other Stories 

J. F. Powers Doubleday, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “There is rising in the 
land a growing band of young Catholic writ- 
ers . . . in revolt against the over-all medio- 
crity of American Catholicism, and, at times, 
bitterly critical of their clerical leaders . 
like reformers they often lack the saving grace 
of humor... . 

“Such a one is J. F. Powers. . . . He does 
not write with understanding. . . The lay 
reader will be puzzled and dismayed. A priest 
moved to irritation by the ineptness of a surg- 
ery that hacks rather than cuts cleanly. 

“. . . one may safely say that a writer is 
here revealed of whom much may be expected 
when maturity and discipline, and a wider 
understanding of human nature round out the 
skill in writing. . . .” 

Henry Rago in The Commonweal: “. . . It is 
not in my province—or my ‘competence—as a 
literary critic to say what is or is not salubri- 
ous for another person’s interior life, but I 
cannot resist saying that ‘Prince of Darkness’ 
could not be anything but edifying to believ- 
ers in literal Christianity.” 

The Sign: “. . . The priests he portrays are 
for the most part a sad and sorry lot, and one 
wonders if they are the only kind that Mr. 
Powers knows. The picture is unbalanced. The 
title . . . might well be taken as Mr. Powers’ 
label for the clergy in general. . . .” 

A WR—REY (p. 51.) 


*Proud Destiny 
Lion Feuchtwanger 





Viking, $3.50 


Benjamin Franklin’s puerile theology, super- 
ficial philosophy — unchastity — liberties with 
truth—disregard for parental rights—all por- 
trayed in admiring detail. 

A—U 


of ordinary social conversation consists of ru- 
mor-mongering . . . the public is not rumor- 
wise. . . . Through the use of many tested 
methods they hope to lay the foundation for 
a science that will combat rumor.” 

The Puritan Oligarchy 

Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker Scribner, $5.00 
America: “. . . third of three volumes under 
the general title, The Founding of American 
Civilization . . . a scholarly, detailed account 
of the early Puritan ‘Bible State’ . . . The zeal 
and fanaticism of these early Congregational- 
ists . . . thoroughly documented, make for il- 
luminating reading... . 

“The author remains coolly objective .. . 
book is rich in new insights for any reader. 
The professional historian must read it.” 

A—F 


*The Quarrel 


Paul Strahl DS &P, $2.75 
Fairly interesting—sex angle not approved. 
A—DM —RHelen Detzel 


The Reclamation of Independence 

Willis Dwight Nutting Berliner and Lanigan, $3.00 
America: “. . . ‘thesis: American society, and 
. . . traditions of the free citizen, can only be 
maintained by a reclamation of the economic 
independence of the family and the local com- 
munity’. . . . With the passing . . . of the 
Taft-Hartley bill . . . few, we believe, will 
admit that the writer has proved his thesis. 
Those working for wages today and organized 
into great unions have so grown in power. that 
instead of being slaves they are accused by 
some of controlling industry for their own 
selfish purposes. The author’s reply .. . is 
that the new law, with this growth of the 
unions in power, is just another illustration of 
what we are headed for: all groups under the 
control of a central authority . . . statism in 
the worst meaning of the term... . 

“'. . well written . . . new publishers are 
to be congratulated... .” 
The Juggler, Notre Dame: “. . . in clear and 
forceful terms, proves conclusively that ex- 
treme specialization and complete economic 
interdependence are incompatible with human 
freedom. That is all he sets out to prove. ... 

“No one needs this book more than does 
the Catholic intellectual . . . owing to the cir- 
cumstances of its publication, the book does 
stand some chance of falling into his hands... 
beautifully printed by the new publishing 
house of Berliner & Lanigan . . . their first 
book, obviously a labor of love . . . even a 
college graduate may be able to understand 
Miac 
Leo R. Ward, C.S.C., in The Notre Dame 
Alumnus: “. .. What Mr. Nutting says is that 
if men want independence they can have it. 
They will have to pay for it and are only 
romanticists if they think they can have it 
without effort and pains and plenty of sacri- 
cian 


A—F(WR) 
Reconquest: 
Its Results and Responsibilities 
Hallett Abend Doubleday, $2.75 


The Catholic World: “. . . a survey trip by 
experienced writers . . . a summary of post- 








Missal—popularly known as the 
“Stedman Missal”—will be ready 
October 15. Art board binding, 
price 70 cents. Discount in quan- 
tities. 





war conditions . . . with special emphasis on 
the Far East.... 

“., . describes the ‘stunned surprise, in- 
credulity, and chagrin’ with which the Chinese 
learned that Washington and London were 
virtually ordering China to give Outer Mon- 
golia to Russia and to accept Soviet domi- 
nance in Manchuria... .” 

A—F 


The Red Prussian. 
The Life and Legend of Karl Marx 

Leopold Schwarzschild (tr. Margaret Wing) 

Scribner, $4.00 
A debunking book—rich in documentation— 
competent refutation of Marxian philosophy. 
(Full review coming by Rev. G. J. Gustafson, 
Editor of “The Priest’ magazine.) 
AWR 


Report from Spain 

Emmet J. Hughes Holt, $3.00 
John LaFarge in America: “. . . doubts if 
even Franco has an exact knowledge of the 
price exacted for the ‘peace’ which he extols. 
. .. Hughes . . . a Catholic in good standing, 
claims to speak in certain instances from close 
observation, in all, from certain knowledge 
. « . conscious . . . of his possible bias . 
very much alive to the communist danger .. . 
steadily growing in Spain. . . .The continu- 
ance of the present regime definitely adds to 
the growth of communism. .. . 

“.. . one would wish he had not been so 
content with a few broad assertions on the 
advance of communism in Spain . . . unquali- 
fied iteration of ‘the Spanish Hierarchy’s re- 
fusal to embrace the (Falangist) party or 
publicly endorse its totalitarian gospel.’ 

“|. . well written . . . contains a wealth of 
interesting information . . . should stimulate 
discussion of the crucial matters in the Spanish 
situation. . . .” 

A—DM—REVD (p. 61) 

Revolution Before Breakfast 

Ruth and Leonard Greenup Chapel Hill, $4.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . The Greenups should 
have stuck to politics; their general observa- 
tions are often revealingly superficial. . . .” 
(About Argentina.) 

A—DM 
*Running Waters 

Covelle Newcomb D M, $2.75 
Centennial biography of American foundress 
of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Indis- 
pensable. 

A—HS—F 
*Sanctity Will Out 

Georges Bernanos S & W, $1.50 
Difficult to characterize, ostensibly a re-con- 
struction in small scope of Joan of Arc’s trial 
and execution, but intrinsically it sounds the 
destruction of all who set learning or power 
above the holiness of a simple child. Indis- 
putable theme, some dangerous implications. 
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The Scot in History 

Wallace Notestein Yale, $4.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . an extremely in- 
formative book, not just a likeable one... . 
The characteristics that actually may be identi- 
fied as peculiarly ‘Scottish’ are manifestations 
of Calvinism, things superimposed on the na- 
tional personality, not native to it. rr 

A—F 


The Semi-Attached Couple 


Honorable Emily Eden H M, $3.00 


America: “. . .-wit, keenness of perception and 
skillful character portrayal . . . a fine sense 
of the realities of life.” 

A—F 


The Shaping of the American Tradition 
ed. Louis M. Hacker and Helene S. Zahler 


Columbia, $7.50 

America: “. . . very easy to find fault with a 

great anthology of this type. It follows a 

pretty secularistic line of thought throughout 

inevitable shortcomings do not detract 

from a really monumental piece of work .. . 

it should not be regarded as a gospel, but as 
a tool.” 
AWR 


Thomas More Book Club 


Silver Fountains 

Dorothy Mackinder McMullen, $2.50 
Catholic Universe Bulletin, Cleveland: “. . . re- 
markable character studies . . . a novel that 
can be read both for entertainment and 
profit.” 
Catholic Youth: “. . . a good Catholic novel. 
... The author makes every word go to work. 
Not one is wasted . . . precision of thought 

. wholesome and simple... .” 


Nuntius Aulae: “The plot has an ancestry 
dating back to original sin . . . the old story 
of the fight to bring charity into the world. 
The style is appealing; the movement, fast. 
The vocabulary all but astounding. .. .” 
Rev. Benedict Ehmann in Courier-Journal, 
Rochester: “. . . scores its point very effec- 
tively, without spoiling the entertainment of 
its story by moralizing . . . characters . . 
interesting and clearly drawn . . . the narra- 
tive moves along with true dramatic power to 
its climax. .. .” 

A—E—REVD (p. 3.) 


Silver Nutmeg 

Norah Lofts Doubleday, $3.00 
Novel. Dutch East Indies, 17th century. No 
reason for recommendation, 

BGT. 
Smoke Over Birkenau 

Seweryna Szmaglewska Holt, $3.50 
George T. Eberle in America: “. . . Five mil- 
lion people were burned in the crematories of 
Oswiecim and Birkenau .. . three million were 
Jews, many of whom met slow death... 
because the SS men were thrifty in their use 
Orem... 

“ . “the moral collapse and degradation of 
the officials of the prisons. These wretches 
dared not remain sober. Strong liquor made 
them mad, turned them into brutes... . 

“  , . The book, while popular in Poland, 
can be recommended only to the mature who 
have also strong stomachs and controlled im- 
aginations. It is terribly realistic.” 

A—SAT(W ~) 
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Thomas More Book Club 

So! You Want to Get Married 

Dorothy Fremont Grant Bruce, $2.50 
Don G. Hogarty in The Messenger, Daven- 
port: “. . . written in an entertaining man- 
ner, with realistic approach to modern prob- 
lems, and still based on sound Catholic prin- 
ciples . . . (author) has four previous books 
to her credit, all of them best sellers 
her What Other Answer? was one of the 


outstanding conversion stories of recent 
YORE... 
The Sign: “. . . her book confronts the mod- 


ern miss with a challenge to look at herself 
critically and to see whether or not she is 
really mature enough to get married. 

“Mrs. Grant roots her observations in a 
shrewd analysis of the marriage vow itself... 
written so chattily that it will appeal even to 
high school girls, yet it has enough sound 
advice to warrant the attention of older girls 
—perhaps of older wives, too.” 

A—HS—REC 
Society, Culture and Personality: 

Their Structure and Dynamics 

Pitirim A. Sorokin Harper, $7.50 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . Sorokin . . . profes- 
sor at the University of St. Petersburg... a 
member of the Kerensky government . . . an 
opponent of the bolsheviki, who finally ban- 
ished him in 1922 . . . now professor of soci- 
ology at Harvard.... 

“-. . The serious reader will find 
Sorokin’s discussions of most subjects will give 
him his intellectual money’s worth.” 

A—F 
*Sons of the Stranger 

Fielding Burke L G, $3.00 
Long, involved, over-drawn novel of the late 
’*80s among the Rocky Mountain miners. Some 
excellent nature description and narrative pas- 
sages; but “morally muddled and _inartisti- 
cally resolved,” says Laverne Gay, author of 
the distinguished historical novel The Un- 
speakables. 

AWR 


The Steeper Cliff 

David Davidson Random, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“. . . fresh theme, an adult approach, sound 
and at times subtle construction, and generally 
good writing . . . much about the book which 
is questionable . . . a preposterous unlikelihood 
about it . . . moral code is decidedly imper- 
fect .. . plenty of rough talk ... as well as 
that shocking use of the Saviour’s name which 
is found in all too much contemporary fiction 

. . vivid and incisive character drawing, nar- 
rative skill, and ability to bring off difficult 


scenes .. . picture of post-war Germany, and 
the American occupation authorities, is dis- 
quieting... .” 

A—DM 
Stop Annoying Your Children 

W.W. Bauer Bobbs, $2.75 
America: “. . . full of good sense, good humor 
and charm .. . easily readable . . . enough 


‘case histories’ and anecdotes to illustrate the 
author’s points . . . he is the father of three 
children . . . a doctor of medicine and an 
authority on child guidance . . . worth any 
parent’s time. .. . 

“Catholic readers will miss the specifically 
religious aspect of child training, but can learn 





much from what the author has to say of the 
child’s development as a well-behaved, happy 
youngster. . . .” 


Struggle for Germany 

Russell Hill Harper, $3.00 
John La Farge in America: “Russell Hill . . . 
correspondent of the New York Herald Tri- 
bune, believes . . . that there are ‘no simple 
answers’ to the German problem... . 

“*A German settlement will be a good one 
if it minimizes instead of intensifies the ex- 
plosive possibilities of the world conflict of 
power and ideologies.’ . . . 

“. . a fine piece of straight reporting on 
what has been happening in Germany... .” 


Struggle on the Veld 
Roderick Peattie Vanguard, $3.50 


America: “, South Africa is a land of 
glamour and mystery . . . the Union is not 
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without its mysteries. . . . Some of these 
mysteries are made clearer. . . . Boer national- 
ism versus British imperialism, isolationism 
versus intervention in affairs of the world... 
thoroughly interesting and informative. .. .” 

AWR 
A Study of History 

Arnold J. Toynbee (abr. D. C. Somervell) 

Oxford, $5.00 


The Sign: “. . . neither a Christian view of 


history nor a historical view of Christianity.” 


AWR—MSO 
Thomas More Book Club 
Thinking It Over 

Thomas F. Woodlock McMullen, $3.00 
Dominicana: “. . . an intellectual kaleidoscope 
through which we can see the changing pat- 
tern of world events in the light of immutable 
philosophic principles . . . a piercing analysis 
of current trends in law, education, economics, 
science, democracy, totalitarianism, war, and 
peace. . 

“What is new and remarkable is the way 
Mr. Woodlock focuses the spotlight of his pro- 
found scholarship on the various aspects of 
modern problems... . 

. interesting . . . rare intellectual statues 

. marvels of logical reasoning . . . smooth 

and urbane without being pretentious or ob- 
trusive. . 

“. . we recommend these trenchant obser- 
vations of a lover of democracy.” 

A—MSO—E—REV (p. 191, Vol. V.) 
Thomas Edward Shields 

Justine Ward Scribner, $3.50 
The Sign: “Educators and child psychologists 
will revel . . . the case history, so to speak, 
of a backwoods, dull-witted youngster cruelly 
mistreated by teachers and immigrant parents 
and apparently headed toward the career of a 
first-rate juvenile delinquent. Parent- 
Teacher Associations would do well to choose 
it . . . as their book-of-the-month.” 

A—REC 
Three Selected Short Novels 

Booth Tarkington Doubleday, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . three selections .. . 
will not add to Tarkington’s literary stature 

. they first appeared in popular maga- 
zines... .” 

AWR 

Family Reading Club 
The Thresher 

Herbert Krause Bobbs, $3.00 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: “The 
Family Book Club, which names books that 
can be discussed by the whole family, has 
recommended The Thresher. . . . On some 
Catholic reading lists this same book is rated 
as . . . unobjectionable for adults. One won- 
ders why... . 

“. . liberally sprinkled with openly sug- 
gestive passages. . . . Yet Krause is a Ph.D. 
from the University of Iowa and is now head 
of the English department at Augustana Col- 
lege, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. If educated 
men like him cater to the Forever Amber 
trade, what can be expected of pulp writers?” 

A—DIS be 

Literary Guild 
The Tin Flute oN 

Gabrielle Roy a AR &H,'$3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“ . , the history of the lost generation vic- 
timized by depression and war . . . instinct 
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“With Stern and Critical Eye” 


The Indifferent Children 

Andrew Lee (pseud.) P-H, $3.00 

Reviewed by Joseph G. Schaller, Jr. 
This very readable novel—part satire, 
part roman a clef, part exposé—intro- 
duces an author with considerably more 
talent in characterization and plot tech- 
nique than many whose works are now 
at the top of best-seller lists. 

Beverly Stregelinus, a completely in- 
effectual dilettante at thirty, lives in- 
decisively in a world peopled principally 
by persons like himself. The war 
“forces” him into the Navy and “push” 
gets him a commission in Naval Intel- 
ligence in Panama. Here the pattern of 
his life changes, but it is not until the 
is in London during the V-2 blitz that 
he begins to see clearly that, “if he was 
ever to get to the bottom of fact and 
experience, if he was ever to kill the 
little observer inside him, that duplicated 
self whose prying gaze made his every 
act vicarious, then he had to separate 
himself from generalities; he had to 
concentrate on the fact that the whole 
can’t be more than the sum of its 
parts.” Thirty years to learn this is a 


long time, but that is what sometimes 
happens to the indifferent children. 

Mr. Lee is at all times thoroughly 
honest with his characters. One assumes 
that Beverly is not entirely an autobio- 
graphical character, but it is hard to see 
how Mr. Lee could be so acutely per- 
ceptive in so many instances were this 
not true to a great extent. The other 
characters are done with a sure hand 
but with less attention to detail. His 
ladies of “high society,” busy in their 
Bergdorf Goodman uniforms, doing all 
the inconsequential things that make up 
the home front, are portrayed with 
humor and just enough malice to make 
them vastly interesting and entertain- 
ing, but in general Mr. Lee looks upon 
them and their chic immorality with a 
stern and critical eye. 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Lee finds 
his audience, for he deserves to be en- 
couraged and considered seriously. His 
publishers could help matters by show- 
ing a little more care in the design and 
manufacture of his books. Surely this 
company can afford better paper and 
better cloth on the first literate novelist 
they’ve published. 





with pathos, never sloppy with sentimentality. 
Poverty is made real, harrowingly real, but 
no less real are the gallantry and the dura- 
bility of such people . . . very human story, 
touched with sadness but not poisoned with 
futility . . . affecting and memorable. .. .” 

A—SAT(WR)—REV (p. 53.) 
Tito’s Imperial Communism 

R. H. Markham North Carolina, $4.00 
Waldemar Gurian in America: “. . . an ex- 
cellent introduction to the complicated na- 
tional, social and religious problems of Yugo- 
slavia (and to some extent of Bulgaria and 
Macedonia.) . . .” 

A—F (WR) 
Trees Grow Tall 

Irene Perrot Chapman & Grimes, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . a pleasant novel with a catchy 
plot . . . the story of an old man’s pride of 


ownership. in his. inheritance, a stand of 
Maine’s primitive forest . . . a clean, enter- 
taining novel... .” 

A--HS—F 


The Turn of the Tide 

H. M. Tomlinson Mac, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . essays . . . Com- 
passion for men and their struggles . . . war 
and cruelty and selfishness . . . man’s aspira- 
tion and fear . . . not well titled. The tide 
here never turns. The waves sag . . . for there 
is no power of conviction.to prevent a steady 
spiritual ebb. . . . 

“. . desire to awaken the world to a 
knowledge of true values is obviously sincere. 
.. . Human good-will alone is not the answer, 


but Mr. Tomlinson ‘cannot bring himself to 
accept any other.” 
AWR 


The United States in 
World Affairs, 1945-47 
John C. Campbell Harper, $5.00 
America: “. . . a survey of events from the 
end of the war until the spring of 1947... . 
“, . that a reading of these pages may 
make for an attitude of despair on the part of 
those who lack patience and confidence in the 
providence of God. ought to act as a stimulus 


to those who possess these virtues. . . . For 
handy reference . . . valuable. .. .” 
A—F 


Unity and Difference in American Life 

ed. R. M. Maclver Harper, $2.00 
America: “. . . lectures delivered under the 
auspices of the Institute for Religious Studies, 
which was established at the Jewish Theologi- 
cal Seminary on Morningside Heights. . . . 
The purpose , . . to make available to min- 
isters of religion the guidance of scholars rep- 
resenting different traditions in American phil- 
osophical and social thought.” 

A—FIO 


Book-of-the-Month Club 


Vespers in Vienna 


Bruce Marshall; H M, $2.75 
The Sign: “. . . for those who like to chuckle 
over playful yet caustic satire . . . his chastise- 


ment of humanity is administered with ten- 


derness.” 
A—F—REVD (p. 77.) 
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Religion in Fiction? 
NO SALE 


Most people are familiar with busi- 
ness letterheads bearing photographs 
which make the 50-by-100 “Main Of- 
fice” look like a whole city block. The 
first firm for which I worked in Chicago 
had only one entrance, but the address 
given on the letterhead was 316-318- 
320-322-324-326 South Fifth Avenue. I 
don’t suppose anyone was hurt by the 


exaggeration. 

Unfortunately, the same cannot be 
said of dust-jacket advertising of books. 
Sometimes these are more than decep- 
tive. A recent advertisement by the 
publishers of Moon Gaffney includes 
the following: 

“Publishers, along with other people 
who listen and talk, evolve a list of 
can’ts and one thriving old chestnut is 
the theory that you don’t talk religion 
and sell books—not books of fiction. So 
when we wrote about Moon Gaffney, 
we didn’t call it a novel about a young 
man brought up in the Catholic Church 
who ran into difficulties with some 
members of the clergy. We mentioned 
his political hopes . . . we talked about 
the girls who caught his fancy . . . we 
called it a novel about a young man 
and not a novel about a young Cath- 
Petes 

In other words, the nature of the 
book was omitted because it might have 
interfered with sales. 

Consequently, it follows that review- 
ers who get their information from the 
dust-jacket blurbs are quite likely to be 
dubious guides. 


Literary Merit 

In a recent issue of The Transcript, 
Hartford, Rev. John S. Kennedy praises 
author Richard Sullivan for a recent 
story in Good Housekeeping. Father 
Kennedy calls attention to matters too 
often overlooked. “Mr. Sullivan’s story,” 
he says, “is completely lacking in glam- 
our, melodrama and _ sensationalism. 
The story is not great, nor particularly 
memorable, but its merit lies in the 
quiet revelation of the effect of a 
commonplace occurrence—namely the 
simple matter of the loss of a dog and 
the joy in its recovery. 

“As compared with such flashy, filthy 
books as Forever Amber and The Huck- 
sters, this story is homely and real and 
within the compass of the reader’s own 
living.” 





WANTED 
new or used copy of 


How to Walk Before God, or the 
Holy Exercise of the Presence of 
God, by T. F. Vaubert, S.J. (Her- 
der, 1929, out of print). When 
replying state price. Address HO, 
c/o Books ON TRIAL. 











Way of Life 

A. Hamilton Gibbs LB, $2.75 
Moderately absorbing and believable, but hin- 
dered artistically by heroic declamatory pas- 
sages, and morally by a complete neglect. of 
God’s Providence and Christian ethical abso- 
lutes. 

AWR 


What Ails Mankind? 

Gustave Thibon S & W, $1.75 
George G. Higgins in The Commonweal: 
“,. The reviewer’s guess is this, that the very 
people who could profit most from Thibon’s 
medicine—the secularist reformers—will be 
only stiffened in their prejudices by his alto- 
gether unnecessary aspersions on social insur- 
ance and related reforms and by his infuriat- 
ing tendency to play into the hands of timid 
Christians who fear the masses. .. .” 

A—F 

Book-of-the-Month Club 
Also Thomas More Book Club 
*When the Mountain Fell 

C. F. Ramuz (tr. S. F. Scott) 
Felicitous translation of a rare jewel of novel- 
making: the account of an Alpine landslide 
and its effects on the citizens of a typical 
mountain village (particularly the man who 
was buried under the mountain, and his young 
wife). Situation is so tense, the descriptions so 
luminous, the suspense so skillfully developed, 
the characterizations so valid and credible, the 
sense of the supernatural in the midst of the 
natural so delicately interpolated, that the 
whole feeling of the piece is timeless and 
classical and intensely engrossing. Unfortu- 
nately for Book-of-the-Month Club mem- 
bers, coupled with another book in the spotted 
category—Zotz! 

A—HS—E 


Who Has Seen the Wind 

W. O. Mitchell L B, $2.50 
From BOT review by P. Standish O’Connor: 
““. . small boy who wonders and feels more 
than the average child plays lead in Canadi- 
an’s first novel. . . . Setting is Saskatchewan 
prairie town, and the boundless prairie . 
provides the atmosphere . . . author shows 
remarkable skill in producing life-like charac- 
ters, but . . . book is plotless . . . Slide-effect 
scenes are strung together on a thread of wind 
—symbol of the mystery of life, continuity, 
timelessness . . . author seems to find no 
meaning to life and death . . . only wonders 
with a vagueness that is at times almost pene- 
trating, but always inconclusive, unsatisfac- 
tory. . . . Like most adult books presented 
through the experiences of a child, it exceeds 
even precocity . . . the child sees and thinks 
things too mature for him . . . a rustic crude- 
ness in the writing. .. .” 

A—DM 


Patheon, $2.50 


William Allen White’s America 

Walter Johnson Holt, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . White . . . one of 
the world’s best known public figures . . 
over fifty years an editor and publisher of a 
small town newspaper . . . his letters and 
other papers ran to more than 200,000. Walter 
Johnson, Department of History of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, has drawn upon them for 
this biography. His treatment is sympa- 
thetic. ....” 

A—SAT 


Eastern Rite 
Windows Westward 

Stephen C. Gulovich McMullen, $2.50 
“East will never meet West, unless it be in 
the deepened groove of religious unity,” says 
Msgr. McMahon in Information. 

For years, prayers have been said in our 
Churches for the return of Russia to the 
faith; 165 million people are under direct 
Soviet influence. Half the Eastern Catholics 
have been cut off from the Holy See. Hope 
for their future may rest with the half mil- 
lion Byzantine-Slavonic Catholics in the United 
States, who have four bishops and a growing 
sisterhood. 

The author of Windows Westward regards 
the Russian Revolution as the most portentous 
historical event since the fall of the Roman 
Empire. A timely and important book. 

A—REC —J.C.T. 


Witcheraft in England 

Christina Hole Scribner, $3.00 
America: “. . . She has traced the course of 
the belief and practice of magic from its be- 
ginnings in pre-Renaissance England . . . a 
well-documented survey, rich in anecdote and 
detail... .” 

A—SAT 
*Women Doctors of Today 

Sally Knapp Crowell, $2.50 
Portrays a splendid philosophy of life, says 
Sister M. Salome, hospital librarian. (Review 
to follow.) 

A—HS—F 

Family Reading Club 
The Years of the Locust 

Loula Grace Erdman 
America: “. . 

A—DM 
You’re the Boss 

Edward J. Flynn Viking, $3.00 
Walter Trohan in The Chicago Tribune: 
“. . Edward J. Flynn, Democratic leader of 
the Bronx and former chairman of the Demo- 
cratic national committee . . an educated 
man of good family . . . graduate of Ford- 
ham and his father was a graduate of Trinity 
college, Dublin. .. . 

“The Flynn story is an important contribu- 
tion to politics of the last 25 years, but it 
should be remembered that Mr, Flynn is still 
in politics and must exercise care to keep the 
Bronx voting Democratic . . . an interesting, 
intelligent and quite candid story of American 
politics. ...” 

A—SAT 
*Zotz! 

Walter Karig Rinehart, $2.50 
Satire on war-time bureaucracy; good satire 
but invalidated by considerable suggestiveness 
in text and illustrations. 

A—DM 


D M, $2.75 
. about soap-opera level... ” 
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e _ 
Spiritual 
Any Saint to Any Nun 
sel, and arr. by a Benedictine of Stanbrook 
Kenedy, $2.50 
The Magnificat: “A compilation of letters . . . 
on all sorts of subjects pertaining to the re- 
ligious life . . . wisely selected . . . will be 
read with both pleasure and profit. . . .” 
The Sign: “. . . a prize package for every 
nun—a letter from a saint to fit most ap- 
propriately into every big event, major worry, 
or little difficulty of her religious life... .” 
A—E 
*Blessed Margaret Clitherow 
Margaret T. Munro L G, $2.00 
Convert’s biography of a convert martyred 
under Queen Elizabeth. Good. 
A—HS—F 
Eve and the Gryphon 
Gerald Vann, O.P. Blackfriars, $1.50 
Wingfield Hope in The Catholic Herald, Lon- 
don: “? . . does not assign an inferior position 
to woman. .. . But . . . does insist that the 
relationship between man and woman must be 
complementary, and not competitive ‘ 
makes a valuable contribution to current Cath- 
olic literature . . . restores balance to our out- 
look on a subject which is apt to be mis- 
focussed in almost every age according to the 
exaggerations of the prevailing time-spirit . . . 
we are offered four great examples of Catholic 
womanhood from which to learn the true 
quality of the Catholic woman’s vocation, and 
also its magnificence . . . should appeal to 
many Catholic women.” 
A—REC 
His Will Is Our Peace 
Gerald Vann, O.P. S & W, $1.25 
Dominicana: “. . . Clearly does Father Vann 
show that peace of soul is not some beautiful, 
abstract idea, impossible to be attained .. . 
the reader will find many aids . . . which 
will enable him to understand that God's will 
is our peace, and our peace consists in doing 
God’s will.” 
A—REC—REVD (p. 225, Vol.V.) 
The Holy Eucharist 
Jose Guadalupe Trevino Bruce, $2.50 
From review by Sister M. Loyola, R.S.M., 
librarian, Mercy Hospital, Dubuque: “. . . con- 
ferences and meditations . . . translated from 
the Spanish by a priest of La Crosse dio- 
cese . . . in the hope that English as well as 
Spanish readers might discover the ineffable 
beauty of Christ present in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. . . . Every Catholic, lay and religious, 
will find in these all-timely chapters a trilogy 
of love, understanding, and reverence, inspir- 
ing better thinking and purer living. They are 
not bookish but heart-to-heart talks, reecho- 
ing the appeal of the Master to return love 
for love. Those preparing for retreat should 
include a copy of this in their supplies.” 
A—REC 
An Infinity of Questions 
C. J. Eustace L G, $3.50 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “. . . In 
the persons of five women .. . the author 
studies, and seeks to distinguish, and to make 
that distinction clear to his readers between 
the Religion of Art, and the Art of Re- 
ligion. . 
“  .. even if they do not tell us very much 
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about the Art of Religion or the Religion of 
Art .. . first-rate biographical portraits. . . . 
Mr. Eustace is an excellent portrait painter, 
even if perhaps not the profound esthetic 
philosopher he believes himself to be.” 

A—F 


Life of Saint Camillus 


C. C. Martindale S & W, $2.50 
America: “. . . perfectly delightful . . . en- 
gaging frankness and great learning .. . to be 


encouraged, inspired, reminded how great God 
is and how great man, with God’s help, can 
be, read this book.” 

A—HS—REC—REV (p. 182, Vol. V.) 
Margery Kempe: Genius and Mystic 

Katherine Cholmeley L G, $2.00 
The Sign: “Margery Kempe . . . was haughty, 
sensual, cherished luxuries, and at least on one 
occasion contemplated marital infidelity... . 
But once she became fired with a zeal for 
Christ crucified, there was no stopping her. 
She . . . made burdensome pilgrimages . . . 
humbly and courageously endured inquisitions, 
scorn, and abuse; fearlessly reminded ecclesi- 
astics of their neglected duties . . . the story 
presents a striking. picture of fifteenth-cen- 
tury England.” 

A—F—REV (p. 105.) 
Mariology, Vol. II 

M. J. Scheeben Herder, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . less difficult to read 
and more interesting and important in content 
is this second volume . . . makes mention of 
the animus . . . of the theological contro- 
versies of history, its author is no victim of 
such animus. .. .” 
The Sign: “The second volume of Scheeben’s 
Mariology . her Immaculate Conception 
and her role as Mediatrix of Grace... .” 

A—REC 


Marriage—The Great Mystery 

Robert Kothen (tr. Eva J. Ross) Newman, $2.25 
The Sign: “. . . The distinctive feature .. . 
is the fact that it was composed only after 
many conversations and discussions with mar- 
ried people . . . explaining clearly, briefly, and 
forcefully that . . . Christian Marriage .. . 
is the real and efficacious symbol of the mys- 
terious union between Christ and His Church 
... highly recommended. . . .” 

A—F(WR)—REV (p. 105.) 


*Mary of Nazareth 
I gino Giordani (tr. Sacred Heart Religious) 

Mac, $2.75 
An enthusiastic life-portrait, with brief treat- 
ment of growth of devotion to her, her place 
in poetry, her growing place in American lit- 
erature and culture, says Very Rev. Peter A. 
Resch, provincial of the Marianists. Some un- 
pleasantly florid expressions in translation. 


Meditations on Various Subjects 

St. John Eudes Kenedy, $3.00 
A manual on prayer, and an admirable work- 
book. Reading it will lead to prayer, says 
Joseph M. O’Leary, C.P., whosé review will 
follow. 


The Pews Talk Back ‘ 
Luke Missett, C.P. Newman, $1.50 

The Sign: “. brochure founded on the 

principle that, granted strong desire, hard work, 

and right technique, any priest can become an 

interesting and effective preacher. . . .” 
A—F 


The Ragpicker’s Priest 
Fr. Joseph A. Mullins, C.S.Sp. Mercier, $1.50 


Dominicana: “. . . a record of almost eighty 
years of genuine toil, toil in a sense not gen- 
erally known by us Americans. This holy man 
founded a new religious order at the com- 
mand of, and with the framework given by, 
the Blessed Virgin herself. . . . The Servants 
of Jesus and Mary we recommend 
Father Mullins’ style . . . not breezy, jolting 
and pithy . . . but calm and reserved. .. .” 
A—HS—F 
Saint Catherine of Genoa: 


Treatise on Purgatory 
tr. Charlotte Balfour and Helen Douglas Irvine 


S & W, $2.00 
two of our best 
. . The transla- 


The Catholic World: “. . . 
known spiritual documents. . 
tion is good... .” 

A—REC 
Spirit of Grace 

Elizabeth Hart SAG, $1.25 
The Catholic World: “. . . a brief, well writ- 
ten, suggestive commentary, on the text... . 
‘Know you not that you are the temple of 
God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in 
WO a” 

A—REC 
St. Augustine: Faith, Hope and Charity 

Louis A. Arand Newman, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . Reading the work one marvels 
at the breadth of Augustine’s biblical scholar- 
ship, especially his profound penetration of 
Pauline theology. . . .” 

A—F 
Teresa, John & Theresa 

Fr. Brice, C.P. Pustet, $4.00 
A portrayal of the spiritual] intimacies of 
motif between the three—exactness—literary 
charm. Not easy reading, but not beyond the 
grasp of one of average piety. 

—Edwin G. Kaiser, C.PP.S. 

Testing the Spirit 

Felix D. Duffey, C.S.C. Herder, $2.00 
America: “. . . a pioneering work . . . offers 
systematic and practical norms for mental hy- 
giene to vocational directors in religious com- 


munities . . . sorely needed . . . replete with 
spiritual wisdom . language . . . crystal 
Ge scc 

A—F—REV (p. 52.) 
Where Is Truth? 

Elizabeth T. Britt L G, $3.00 


Emmanuel: “. . . well-written manual, out- 
standing as a work of Catholic literature and 
teaching. The author has brought to the task 
competency as an instructress of religion to 
Christians and pagans; a long preparatory 
course of study in comparative educational 
methods; and a consecration to share the 


faith . . . practical, informative, up-to-the- 
minute, and packed with data... .” 
A—HS—REC 


The Wisdom of God 

Fidelis Rice, C.P. McMullen, $1.75 
The Sign: “. .. his eight poignantly beautiful 
essays on the meaning, the importance, indeed 
the absolute necessity of Christ Crucified . . . 
bring us . . . to our knees in humble and 
grateful prayer.” 

A—REC—REYV (p. 106.) 
With Christ Through the Year 

Rev. Bernard Strasser, O.S.B. Bruce, $3.75 
Well written—rather condensed—ideal study 
club guide. (Review follows.) 
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“Things New and Old” 


Explorations 

L. C. Knights Stewart, $3.00 
Reviewed by Stella Lange, Ph.D., pro- 
fessor of classics and literature, St. 

Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Ind. 
The publisher’s advertisement refers to 
this little collection of essays as a “bril- 
liant example of the ‘New Criticism’,’ 
but Mr. Knights seems rather like the 
good householder who brings from his 
store things new and old. In his Preface 
he claims for the volume “the unity of a 
point of view.” That point of view 
seems to be seeing life—and literature 
—-steadily and seeing it whole. The 
word “discipline” runs as a leitmotiv 
through the separate essays. Literary 
criticism he defines as a “form of dis- 
ciplined exploration” concerning itself 
with the whole text, the total situation, 
not merely with characters or imagery. 

Mr. Knights accuses Bacon of enun- 
ciating partial truths as if they were 
complete, e.g., in his estimate of scho- 
lastic learning, and of sanctioning “that 
divorce between imagination and rea- 
son, emotion and intelligence, that— 
long before the Romantic Revival— 
was to have a bad effect on English 
poetry. In discussing the poetry of 
George Herbert Mr. Knights speaks of 
the “conflict directed towards resolution 
and integration” ending in “accept- 
ance,”’ which he defines as “the recog- 
nition not only of one’s limited sphere 
but also of one’s own value’”—not a 
bad definition, by the way, of true 
Christian humility. 

In his essay on the teaching of Eng- 
lish and history Mr. Knights again ad- 
vocates the true synoptic view and the 
study of a period in all its aspects, eco- 
nomic, social, and cultural, and he de- 
plores the prevalent over-specialization 
in a way that awakens echoes of New- 
man’s Idea of a University. Mr. 
Knights’ treatment of Restoration 
Comedy, of Yeats, and of Henry James 
is also wholesome and refreshing. All in 
all, Explorations is a meaty and stimu- 
lating book that should appeal to all 
lovers of sound literature. 


*The Course of Irish Verse 
Robert Farren S & W, $2.50 
Stimulating conversational style—traces the in- 
fluence of the Gaelic verse tradition on Irish 
poets who wrote in English. 
(Review by Louis F. Doyle, S.J., will follow) 
A-F 


‘ 


Nun’s Verse 


Woven of the Sky 

Sister Miriam, R.S.M. Mosher, $2.00 

Reviewed by N. Elizabeth Monroe, 

Ph.D. 

This is a charming little volume of 
verse, varied in mood and expression, 
and given unity by the love of God 
which breathes through all the poems. 
The author has attempted nothing am- 
bitious, but has given permanent ex- 
pression to the little things of life 
which will always be the stuff of poetry, 
to flashes of insight in which nature 
becomes a symbol of divine nature, and 
to moments which have the feel and 
color of eternity. 

Most of these poems are written out 
of an authentic inspiration; a few are 
pedestrian in gait, a few derivative; but 
whatever the virtue or defect, the poems 
take the mould of the author’s thought. 
“For These Brief Years’? sends the 
mind back to Emily Dickinson, but 
after the startling image of death rush- 
ing up the stairs has been announced, 
the poem becomes Sister Miriam’s. “All 
for All” uses a similar image, but here 
the development, though original, is not 
expressed with the same beauty as “For 
These Brief Years.”’ 

Occasionally these poems sag at the 
end or are marred by a prosaic line, but 
not often. “Contemplation” has a sure, 
unfaltering gait. 

Sister Miriam is a woman of wide 
interests and association and of intense 
vitality. She is head of the English de- 
partment at College Misericordia, gets 
out the fascinating little magazine, 
Thinkers Digest, and has time to inter- 
est herself in any number of people, to 
say nothing of discharging her religious 
duties. This is what people sometimes 
choose to call an escape from life. 


Arts and Poetry 


The Age of Anxiety 

W. H. Auden Random, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . not the work of a 
man playing with an archaic form and de- 
pending for effect on contrast . .. a noble 
poem—its thought . . . wise, charitable, ex- 
traordinarily varied. It is hard, at a first read- 
ing, to correlate the dark, the bright frag- 
ments .. .” 

A—F 
American Memoir 

Henry Seidel Canby H M, $5.00 
The Chicago Tribune: “. . . a melange of 
social history and literary evaluation . . 
Canby is chairman of the board of judges of 
the Book-of-the-Month Club. . 

“. . underneath the mild prose there beats 


a deep concern with the crisis of our age . 
he manages to look Satan in the face, and he 
shatters a brave lance in defense of values 
that must be redeemed lest we all go under.” 

AWR 
Ancient Mariners 

Walter W. Hyde Oxford, $5.00 
A book for students of the growth of human 
knowledge, having particularly to do with the 
Greeks, Polynesians and Romans and their 
contributions. It includes much curious infor- 
mation and is scrupulously objective. 

A—F 
Anthony Trollope 

Elizabeth Bowen Oxford, $1.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . a half-pocket book 

. as neat, quiet and sensible as its play... 
a bibliography of Trollope’s fiction is ap- 
pended... .” (a play.) 

A—F 
Appreciation: Painting, Poetry and Prose 

Leo Stein — $2.50 
C. G. Paulding in The Commonweal: “... He 
has a strong feeling for using words Asa mean 
something . . . a passion for veracity. . 
He has very little use for art criticism and 
that, perhaps, is why his book on art criti- 
cism is good.... 

. Also an autobiography .. . the story 
of a man’s growing thought. Stein had a spe- 
cial aptitude for the understanding of works 
of art and of the process through which they 
come to exist . . . no room for religion in his 
mind and it is a pity that he ever mentions 
religion because . . . he accepted .. . the 
scientific rubber stamp judgments which in 
the field of literature and of art he was so 
careful to reject. . .” 


AWR 
As They Liked It 

Alfred Harbage Mac, $2.75 
Dominicana: “. . . the author’s way of saying 


that Shakespeare, as a popular artist, allowed 
his literary productions to be shaped by the 
tastes of his audience. . 

“  . , thesis comes to this—Shakespeare is 
moral without being a moralist. ... 

. . . has done well in his primary aim... 
to add a well documented and well thought 
out footnote to the long controversy over the 
place of the poet in society . . . should be 
read by all those . . . interested in literature 


and life.” 

A-—F 
Call Me Ishmael 

Charles Olson R & H, $2.50 
America: “. . . Mr. Olson endeavors to ex- 


plain the depth of Moby Dick by discussing 
Myth, Space and Tragedy as forces which 
operate in its genesis. . . . Stylistically . . 
irritating; the prose is choppy and written 
with a kind of journalistic swagger ... a 
= book. Readers of Moby Dick 
should . . . be grateful for the insights af- 
forded... .” 
AWR 


The Correspondence of Sir Thomas More 
ed. Elizabeth Frances Rogers Princeton, $7.50 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . 
what a magnificent range of correspondence! 
. It is impossible to speak of these pages 

in terms of moderation; you admire him so 
much, a man who refuses to sacrifice his con- 
science to expediency and went to his death 
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like a bridegroom. It is the record of a soul- erature from the University of Chicago, and Santa Claus 
stirring moral victory... .” professes English at Notre Dame. This first E. E. Cummings Holt, $1.50 


The Commonweal: “. . . a model of imagina- 
tive, inspired scholarship. . . . Text, printing, 
illustrations, indexing, all are beyond praise 
... the letters themselves are a delight... .” 

A—E(WR)—REV (p. 47) 
Discovery of Europe 

ed. Philip Rahv H M, $5.00 
America: “, . . an assortment of impressions 
gathered by American travelers . . . 1772 to 
1939... . The impressions . . . do not appear 
to have been selected with any discernible 
rhyme or reason If they add up to any one 
conclusion, it must be that most Americans 
discover in Europe only what they want to 
i 

A—HS—F 


*Eugene O’Neill: The Man and His Plays 

Barrett H. Clark Dover, $2.75 
From a Catholic standpoint, a sad story. In 
The Iceman Cometh he reveals himself as a 
sort of Broadway atheist brooding and blas- 
pheming over Bowery sots. (Review to fol- 
low) 


AWR 


The Face of the Saints 
Wilhelm Schamoni 


—I. J. Semper 


Pantheon, $4.50 
Dominicana: . many excellent representa- 
tions . . . presents for the first time an earnest 
and scholarly attempt to produce only factual 
representations of their true visage. .. . 

“The author . . . is to be highly commended 
for making available, by his scholarly research, 
the true likenesses of the saints.” 


A—HS—E—REV (p. 192) 
A Guide to Historical Method 
Gilbert J. Garraghan, S.J. 


“ 


“ 
. 


Fordham, $4.50 
Dominicana: . . the need for just such a 
work has been sorely felt among English read- 
ers . . . a convenient text for methodology 
courses in graduate or undergraduate depart- 
ments of history . . . a handy reference for 
anyone engaged in serious historical research 

. . certainly the best work of its kind to 
appear to date in English.” 


A—F 


*I Sing of a Maiden 

ed. Sr. M. Therese, Sor.D.C. Mac, $4.50 
Will be treasured as a collection of Marian 
poems, says Very Rev. Peter A. Resch, S.M. 

A—HS—F 
The Idiom of Poetry 

Frederick A, Pottle Cornell, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . he summons mod- 
ern science to aid him in reconciling the con- 
flict between the age-to-age changing idioms 
of poetry . . . and to help him bring peace to 
the secular debate of the critics. . . . His 
approach . . . psychological and mechanistic, 
rather than philosophic. . . . 


“ 


. uses scientific analogies with brilliant 
effect’. . . makes an original contribution to 
this debate over the true, the perennial idiom 
of poetry... .” 


AWR 


The Iron Pastoral 


John Frederick Nims Sloane, $2.50 


America: “John Frederick Nims is a graduate 
of Notre Dame, a Ph.D. in Comparative Lit- 


book places him in the vanguard of contem- 
porary Catholic writers, for his iron and 
ironic pastoral is genuine poetry . . . abounds 
most in the dimension of metaphor. . . .” 


The Juggler, Notre Dame: “. . . Mr. Nims’ 
over-willingness to poeticize his subject, and 
his inability to refer his experience to anything 
larger or more profound than itself, are, I 
think, his chief failures. The ‘heap of broken 
images’ must remain a heap as far as art is 
concerned, .. .” 

AWR 
Jacob’s Night 

Wallace Fowlie S & W, $1.50 
The Sign: “. . . rewarding reading for those 
who enjoy refined writing.” 

A—F 
No Season Waits 


Leila Jones Beechhurst, $2.50 


America: frequently sentimental and 
emotional in her attempt to proclaim her faith 
in an incompletely realized universe.” (Verse.) 
AWR 
*Péguy and Les Cahiers De La Quinzaine 
Daniel Halévy LG, $3.50 
A clear picture of the unhappy genius, by a 
qualified critic, says Sister Mary David, 
S.S.N.D. 
A—F 


“ 


*Paradox in Chesterton 


Hugh Kenner S & W, $2.00 
An intense plumbing of the mysterious roots 
of being and language . . . written to justify 
paradox as a means to truth and art. 

A—MSO—F —John J. Conron 
The Place of Splendor 


Jessica Powers Cosmopolitan, $2.00 


America: “. . . A Carmelite nun, she writes 
of the contemplative life . . . the complete 
surrender of self-sacrifice . . . the love of God 
which renounces all earthly things and seeks 
only Him. . . . Her work is uneven, some- 
times becoming trite and trivial in its effort 
to express the inexpressible. . 

“The best of these poems, however, inter- 
pret strongly and movingly the relation of 
God and the soul... .” 

A—E—REV (p. 69) 


Polish Jews: A Pictorial Record 

intro. by Abraham Joshua Heschel Schocken, $3.75 
C. G. Paulding in The Commonweal: “. . . the 
Germans destroyed a certain number of ‘cul- 
tural communities,’ of which the most impor- 
tant were . . . the Polish Jews . . . there is 
a record now of what the people of those 
communities looked like. . . . In 1938 Roman 
Vishniak photographed them . . . the photo- 
graphs are among the most beautiful I have 
seen... . 


“. . . Dr. Herschel’s preface . . . is a text 
to read and reread... .” 

A—F 
A Private History 

John Hay DS &P, $2.00 
America: “. . . He is mostly concerned with 


man and nature. ... If he has gods they 
would seem to be the forces of nature . 

his poems reach a powerful spiritual passion 
which lifts them beyond mere _ nature- 


poetry... .” 
AWR 





The Commonweal: “. . . Subtitled “A Mor- 
ality”. . . . I wish I could sort out the alle- 
gory, but I cannot... .” 

AWR 
The Saving Sense 

Walter Dwight, S.J. (ed. W. Coleman Nevils, S.J.) 

McMullen, $2.75 

Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . betrays 
on every page the graciousness of a well- 
seasoned classical mind. . . . Younger readers 
will perhaps think that the essays ... are 
a little on the quaint side; older ones will 
most certainly be carried back to memories of 
classrooms. . . .” 

“These essays are in the main creative and 
not critical... .” 

A—HS—F 
*Sharps & Flats in Five Decades 

Father Finn, C.S.P. Harper, $4.00 
Autobiography of celebrated choir-master; 
some brilliant passages on choral problems, 
performance, repertoire; some hilarious mo- 
ments, too. (Review by Caroline Holland to 


follows.) 

A—MSO—F 
Shelley, a Life Story 

Edmund Blunden Viking, $3.75 
Joseph J. Reilly in The Catholic World: 
“|. an illuminating book. . . . It is the 


highest praise of this study that no other 
which comes to mind endows Shelley with 
such human reality.” 

A—F 
Sing of America 

sel. and ar. Tom Scott 

(wood engravings B. Russell-Smith) 
A charming collection of American folk tunes, 
well chosen, beautifully arranged and orna- 
mented, by a ballad singer and connoisseur. 
The biography of each tune—when and how 
composed—is most interesting. . . . There are 
ballads, work-songs, chanteys, courtin’ songs, 
spirituals, lays of Paul Bunyan and Johnny 
Appleseed. Valuable addition to any collection 
of American music. 

—Loreto Hogan Kimball, M. Mus. 


The Well Wrought Urn 

Cleanth Brooks R & H, $3.50 
Theodore Maynard in The Catholic World: 
“., . I get the impression of a solid and sin- 
cere man, if hardly a brilliant one. . . . The 
body of this book, a careful examination of 
ten poems . . . would have been more en- 
lightening had it possessed a little more warmth 
. .. to my mind the best part of the book is 
its more generalized chapter, ‘The Heresy of 
Paraphrase’ and its three appendixes. . . .” 

A—SAT 
The World’s Great Madonnas 

Cynthia Pearl Maus Harper, $4.95 
Theodore Maynard in The Commonweal: 
“|. one may ... wonder whether there can 
be much value in a work so lacking in defi- 
nite religious ideas and which always exhibits 
the second-rate in preference to the first-rate. 
. . . The stories are equally commonplace. . . . 


In one sense one gets a lot for one’s money— 
nearly 800 pages of pictures and poems and 
stories and music—but . . . much of what it 
contains is rubbish.” 


A—DM 


Crowell, $4.00 
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Book-of-the-Month Club 


Circus Chicanery 


Gus the Great 

Thomas W. Duncan Lipp, $3.50 
Touted by B-O-t-M as great fiction, 
and backed by a $40,000 advertising ap- 
propriation by its publishers, this over- 
sized, wandering narrative novel is no 
doubt headed for Hollywood. Reading 
it through was this reviewer’s hardest 
summer assignment. 

Gus is great only out of courtesy. 
Illegitimate son of a town character 
who wandered away to plusher fields 
without being certain just who was the 
father of her child, Gus was farmed out 
to the newspaper owner who had been 
an intimate of his mother. Printer’s 
devil, reporter, amusement park man- 
ager, and finally part owner of a circus, 
Gus has less morals than an alley cat 
and more ups and downs than a roller 
coaster. 

The panorama requires more than 
Gus and his circus can supply. Conse- 
quently, there are hordes of “rousta- 
bouts, gamblers, small businessmen, 
news editors . . . and their women.” 
“No .one will leave it without being 
wiser,”’ says John P. Marquand, but the 
wisdom is of a kind we could well 
forego. ““Gus was not such a bad man 

. in spite of failure he could always 
get up again. .. .” And he could always 
find another man to victimize or an- 
other woman to seduce. “A product as 
purely American as a plug of tobacco,” 
says Marquand. And, he should have 
added, about as pleasantly attractive as 
a poolroom spittoon—but less useful. 


With Compassion 

Liffey Lane 

Maura Laverty L G, $2.50 

Reviewed by Joseph G. Schaller, Jr. 
Many writers before Miss Laverty have 
given us realistic novels and plays 
about the poor of Ireland. Most of these 
have been rejected and bitterly resented 
by the Irish—not, as is too commonly 
believed, because the Irish cannot face 
the truth, but because they realize that 
the picture is not complete. Miss Lav- 
erty’s picture will be accepted because 
although none the less grimly realistic, 
she writes with compassion. She knows 
about the dirty homes, the reeking 
streets, the drunken brawls, but she 
doesn’t stop at the surface. She looks 
deeper—into hearts and minds, and she 
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finds goodness, and tenderness and, not 
surprisingly, Christ. 

In less certain hands, the story of 
Chrissie Doyle and the tenants of Liffey 
Lane could become the most sentimen- 
tal story of the season. That it does not 
is due to Miss Laverty’s gifts as a nov- 
elist and to the control she has exercised 
in both characterization and in prose 
structure. She uses the idiom of the peo- 
ple of whom she writes but in a way 
which becomes part of the sentences 
themselves, giving them valid lyricism. 
Indeed, she is one of the few writers 
who can do this without becoming cute. 
Her characters are Irish, but they are 
also universal. The chapter about Mary 
Morrissey making an apple-tart is alone 
worth the price of the book. 


Novel of Courage 


The Loving Are the Daring 


Brooke Conway P-H, $3.00 
Reviewed by Anne Cyr. 

There is a nice freshness about this first 
published novel by a former WAC. 
Well and simply told, it is the story of 
a midwestern family. Before the story 
opens, Papa Kraemer has committed 
suicide by hanging himself from a raf- 
ter. Suicide, Miss Conway intimates, is 
not unusual among German males when 
the going gets a bit rough. 

As a legacy, however, Papa Kraemer 
leaves his wife seven young children to 
rear, and little else. Hiding her fears 
and her bitterness, Claudia shoulders 
her burden, grimly determined that the 
children shall not suffer from their 
father’s act any more than she can help. 

Claudia had earned her living before 
marriage by “slinging pots and pans” 
for other women. She is determined that 
her girls shall not face the same pros- 
pect, come what may. Each in turn is 
urged willy-nilly into a career that none 
of them desires or has any talent for. 
She is equally heavy-handed with the 
boys. Yet her unfailing love and cour- 
age gleam like a bright thread through 
the dark pattern of their poverty, 
brightening the dreariness, softening the 
heartaches. Eventually each child finds 
his own sphere and is happy in it. 

Author succumbs to the current 
vogue among writers to include food 
recipes—which, however, in no way de- 
tracts from the reader’s enjoyment. 
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Inter-Racial Theme 


The Other Room 

Worth Tuttle Hedden Crown, $2.75 

Reviewed by Don G. Hogarty. 

Nina Latham, a sheltered, retiring 
Southern girl, accepts a teaching posi- 
tion at a New Orleans college for Ne- 
groes, where she falls in love with Pro- 
fessor Leon Warwick. Their love story, 
and the day by day account of life on 
a college campus, is very much like a 
popular Faith Baldwin magazine novel, 
except for one difference. Mrs. Tuttle’s 
theme is very much different, and will 
be for some readers quite sensational, 
perhaps even revolting. Nina Latham is 
white; Warwick, colored. 

The novel, however, is not sensa- 
tional, nor intended as a defense of 
interracial marriage. Rather it is a plea 
for Negroes to be regarded as individ- 
uals. Her Negroes are not all plaster 
models of perfection as is sometimes the 
case in the race novel, but are often 
stupid, radical, or immoral. She demon- 
strates, though, that individually they 
are as capable of intelligence, honor, 
and culture as are persons of any other 
race. It might have been more effective, 
however, if the author had not found it 
necessary to present most of her male 
white characters as such fops and fools. 

Rather laborious reading; neverthe- 
less one of the most sane and informa- 
tive books to appear on the subject of 
racial differences. 


Personal to Parents 
Let’s Talk About Children 
Elizabeth Bradford P-H, $2.50 
Reviewed by T. S. Preston 
A small, exceedingly readable book on 
the care of small children, written by a 
young mother of evident understanding, 
good sense, humor and fine spiritual 
outlook. Each of the 31 short chapters 
treats of a well-defined phase of child- 
care (phase rather than problem, be- 
cause, while the problems are very prac- 
tically dealt with, it goes beyond them 
to the background of each) the general 
welfare of the child, the management of 
the home. They are like chats between 
young mothers at a party, and were 
compiled from Mrs. Bradford’s radio 
talks in Portland, Maine. 

The book is so pithy, for all its easy 
pace, that one must read carefully or 
miss some good idea. We hope Mrs. 
Bradford writes another about ado- 
lescents. 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


October Selections 


In keeping with its policy of offering a WIDER CHOICE, the October selection comprises three 
titles. If a member takes all three, his saving is greater, because we save on shipping and billing 
expense. If a member takes only one book, he saves not less than 20%. If he takes any two, his 


savings increase. 


The three titles are: 


No. lL. A CATHOLIC READER, by Charles A. Brady. 


A feast of felicitous thinking and felicitous writing 
—by turns heady, piquant, salty, sweet, every flavor 
but bitter . . . a brilliant and exuberant vista of the 
Catholic life—the “broad and happy way,” as St. 
Catherine of Siena called it. List price, $3.50. Mem- 
bers’ price, $2.80. 


No. 2. PHILOSOPHY WITHOUT TEARS, 
by Arthur Little, S.J. 


Series of dialogs—gay, witty, subtle, entertaining— 
between Professor Plato (the man with the answers), 


Ww 


Regular price of Nos. 1 and 2, $5.50 
Members’ price, $3.50 
(equivalent to getting No. 2 Free) 


Regular price of Nos. 1 and 3, $6.00 
Members’ price, $4.30 


(a saving of 28% ) 


and any number of unsuspecting and slightly hereti- 
cal victims who fall before his devastating logic. Pain- 
less introduction to first-truths of Catholic philosophy. 
List price, $2.00. Members’ price, $1.40. 


No. 3. MOTHER SETON: AN AMERICAN WOMAN, 
by Leonard Feeney, S.J. 

Appealing life of a debutante of Revolutionary New 
York who embraced the Faith, paid for it as many do 
in personal sacrifices and persecutions, persevered to 
become founder of the American Catholic school sys- 
tem. . . . Re-written and brought up to date to keep 


pace with the growing cult of Mother Seton. 
List price, $2.50. Members’ price, $1.75 


Ww 


Regular price of Nos. 2 and 3, $4.50 
Members’ price, $3.00 


(equivalent to getting No. 2 for only 50c extra) 


Regular price of all 3, $8.00 
Members’ price, $4.80 


(A SAVINGS OF 40% ) 


A small handling charge is added in each case. 


ADVANCE NOTICE: One of the November selections will be THE DRY WOOD, a novel by Caryll 
Houselander, author of This War Is the Passion and The Reed of God. Another selection will be 


WHEN THE MOUNTAIN FELL, by C.-F. Ramuz. 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Ill. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. The purchase of: four books 
qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance Descriptions of all Selections, and I may reject any of 


the books offered, so long as I buy four in a year. 

















START my membership by sending All 3 October books ___.. Send No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 
ee BD cetncnt BOD sce BEB cet 
NAME. eenieniaiiadiein 
ST. & NO. wesimapernanmnonetiinn a ia ZONE. STATE_ 








OCCUPATION. 
























IF AN INSTITUTION, GIVE NAME HERE 











Four For Fall : 


A First 


A CATHOLIC READER, edited by Charles A. Brady 


This is the first Catholic Reader, a personalized anthology which has something for 
every taste: fiction, humor, biography, essays, verse, by Evelyn Waugh, Clare Boothe 
Luce, F. J. Sheed (on Matt Talbot), Maurice Baring, Robert Lowell, Oscar Wilde, 
Leonard Feeney, Ronald Knox, Heywood Broun, Newman, Chesterton, and many 
others. The connoisseur is likely to prize most highly William Roper's "Life of Thomas 
More," reprinted here in its entirety and available in no other single volume. October 


Selection of The Catholic Book Club and The Thomas More Book Club. $3.50 


Meet Professor Plato 


PHILOSOPHY WITHOUT TEARS, by Arthur Little, S.J. 


A brilliant Irish philosopher (and poet) discusses the great problems of our time 
through the medium of Professor Plato, as charming a teacher as you may ever meet. 
Here.is a treat for the newcomer to philosophy, and, for the initiated, a refresher 
course—that is really refreshing. Among the subjects considered from a fresh view- 
point are psychoanalysis, relativity, free will, communism, euthanasia, pacifism and 
planned societies. October Selection of The Thomas More Book Club. $2.00 


A Different Book on the Mass 
THE SACRIFICE WE OFFER, by Hubert McEvoy, S.J. 


"A clear, accurate statement of what the Mass is, and a description of each part 
. . . language simple enough to be understood by a sixth grade child, yet so well used 
that the adult can be pleasantly informed and inspired." 


Rev. Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J. 


2 ee 


rus 
ve 


ESAT TIT 


. not just another book on the Mass, but the best effort yet at a step-by-step 
explanation. Doctrine and love and prayer are all here in right proportion; numerous 
liturgical gems in the shape of collects, etc. . . . in a new and very good translation." 


Rev. F. H. Drinkwater 
Photographs by Edward Drummond Young. Nov. I5. $1.50 


For Any Child 


TALES FROM IRELAND, by Gerard Murphy 


Mr. Murphy has taken down these tales as they came from the lips of the shanachies, 
the traditional village storytellers of southwest Ireland. The stories have a flavor and 
simplicity that will appeal to the direct mind of the child, and, also, to the grown-up 
who likes a good tale well told. Illustrated by Séamus MacNeill. Dec. |. $2.50 





At your bookstore 
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ON CERTITUDE 

St. Thomas and Epistemology 

Louis-Marie Regis,O.P. Marquette U., $1.50 
Father Loule-Marie Regis, director of 
the Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Uni- 
versity of Montreal, delivered the cus- 
tomary Aquinas Lecture at Marquette 
University in 1946. In this brief lecture, 
Pere Regis considers the problem of 
Epistemology. He contents himself with 
the mere statement of this problem 

The position of Descartes, Kant, the 
neo-Thomists and the traditional Thom- 
ists are outlined. While Pére Regis of- 
fers no solution to the problem, he 
emphatically rejects the idealism of 
Descartes and Kant. He disagrees with 
the neo-Thomists in their interpretation 
of St. Thomas, though he insists that 


* the solution is contained in the works 


of St. Thomas. Ample notes are pro- 
vided for the exposition of the opinions 
of Descartes and Kant. The objection 
and response method of presentation is 
used throughout the lecture. This study 
will be of real interest to students of 
philosophy. 
—Conell Dowd, C.P. 





grace is the necessary prelude to the life of 

glory. . . . There are two excellent chapters 

on spiritual sloth and retarded souls... .” 
A—E—REV (p. 10) 


The Sign: “. . . the mature summation of his 

lifetime of teaching. . . . All his exposition is 

directed toward elucidating that cardinal prin- 

ciple of Dominican spirituality, namely, that 

infused contemplation is the normal culmina- 

tion of the fervent soul’s dedication to God.” 
A—EXC—REC 


The Way of Perfection 
St. Teresa of Avila 
(tr. Alice Alexander) Newman, $2.75 


First American edition of an authentic classic 
on prayer, A harmonization of various Span- 
ish editions, this idiomatic English rendering 
succeeds magnificently in transmitting the ini- 
mitable spirit of the great Mystic. Though 
written at the request of her Avila Carmelites, 
the treatise is crucially important for all who 
want to know how te pray. The description of 
mental and vocal prayer has never been im- 
proved upon, and the meditations on the Our 
Father is one of the glories of spiritual litera- 
ture. Besides, it is a disarming, breathtaking 
revelation of the essential character of this 
saint-among-saints. Throughout it is Teresa 
the sinner and the struggler confiding to her 
Sisters; a characteristic obiter dictum is “I’ve 
been through it and I know.” It is the fruit of 
her own experience, and worth heeding. 


—M. E. E. 
Whereon to Stand , 
John Gilliland Brunini Harper, $3.00 
America: “. . . deserves recommendation to 


the intelligent layman, Catholic or not, who is 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The Beauties of Maine 


Happy the Land 
Louise Dickinson Rich Lippincott, $3.00 
We Summer in Maine 
Nathaniel /. Hasenjus Sagadahoc, $3.00 
Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 
(erstwhile New Englander ). 
There's a lot to be said for the State of 
Maine, its rich primitive beauty and 
natural incentive to the good life. Louise 
Dickinson Rich and Nathaniel Hasen- 
fus have tried to articulate the breath- 
less mutterings of Vacationland’s vol- 
uble Chamber of Commerce. Both have 
succeeded according to their particular 
purpose and talent for expression, and 
a comparison of their works would seem 
to be out of order. 

Louise Dickinson Rich first visited 
the beautiful and isolated Rangeley 
Lake section of Maine a dozen years 
ago. She fell in love with the land and 
its people, especially a self-expatriated 
city-dweller whom she marrtried. To- 
gether they made a home and a family 
in the wilderness. Out of this experience 
came a best-seller entitled We Took to 
the Woods. After her husband’s sudden 
death, Mrs. Rich chose to remain with 
her children in the heart of her be- 
loved and adopted land. Her new book, 
Happy the Land, is filled with intimate 
reminiscences and reflections of past 
and present. 

In her inimitable style she narrates 
memorable episodes that would suffer 
the slow death of boring trivia on the 
typewriter of ‘a less-skilled author. 





serious about wanting an adult understanding 
of the only true religion. . . . 


“A layman writing to laymen, the author 


strives to eschew technical language, to illumi- 
nate his explanations with frequent bits of 
homely humor and anecdote, to avoid any ac- 
cents which might call up the atmosphere of 
classroom or pulpit. Everywhere the reader is 
addressed as a grown man... .” 

A—E 


Pamphlet Racks 


Every Pamphlet Rack should 
have the two Vocational Pamphlets 
Follow Me (for boys) and Follow 


Him (for girls). 
15e ea.; 12 for $1.50; 25 for 
$3.00; 50—$5.50; 100— 
$10.00, postpaid. 
Each pamphlet includes a de- 
scriptive directory of religious 
unities. 
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Yankee Coast 

Robert P. Tristram Coffin Mac, $4,09 
Edward S. Skillin in The Commonweal: “, |. 
Part of this often exciting study tells of th 
jobs. . Farming and fishing and hunting 


‘There are so many good things to aly 
about Maine that all Mr. Coffin can find & 
criticize is that the world outside is beginaing 
Oe eS Oe ae 
chain stores and a general tendency to dey 
away forest wealth and hallowed homes. . 

A -F 


i 





—— 


Whether she writes of a forest fire ora 
Monday wash, Mrs. Rich creates and 
sustains compelling interest. She po 
sesses that rare literary gift of conven 
sational simplicity and skillfully uses it 
to express her penetrating and compre 
hensive vision of “The Little Things.” 
It is unfortunate that Mrs. Rich, ip 
a natural environment for contempla 
tion, cannot lift up mind and heart be 
yond “the hope and happiness of th 
earth, engendered and fostered by 
(one’s) own experiences.” Her idea of 
wholeness (which we call holiness) is 
nothing other than “a knowledge of 
yourself.” She daily stands upon the 
threshold of manifest order and beauty; 
yet she does not cross into the full 
ness of life by discovering their Cause. 
You will like the author (though you'll 
wish that some of her friends would join 
the Holy Name Society) and you wil 
regret that her brilliance does not even 
reach the maturity of a Christian child 


- when it comes to considering “The Big 


Thing.” 
* * * 

Nathaniel Hasenfus is what Mrs 
Rich would call an Outsider, a “sport,” 
a vacationer rather than a native of 
Maine. Yet, Dr. Hasenfus, a schook 
teaching Boston College graduate, cai 
validly offer an indigenous claim to the 
land of timber and spray by reason df 
longevity and love. For 35 years ht 
has been a summer resident of th 
Sagadahoc County region, and his Ve 
cation memoir, We Summer in Maint, 
manifests an affectionate familiarity 
with the Maine land and people. 


we 


Monmouth, Illinois, 


We enclose check for renewal ¢ 
six subscriptions to Books ON TRIAL. | 
This is our fourth year with Boom 
on TRIAL and we have received ir 
measurable aid and inspiration throug 
its pages. | 
(Signed) Mary E. 
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Arts and Letters 


An Autobiography—Anthony Trollope 



















1 Intro. Bradford A. Booth U. of Cal., $3.75 

SE The Commonweal: “. . . this outspoken vol- 
phe ip a little gold mine for anyone with an 

PB interes in the period. 

to A--F 

4B Bookman’s Pleasure 

7 Belbroct Jackson PS, 62.75 

SE The Commonweal wonderfully nourish 

~ 


mn anthology of quotations by authors 
shout themselves 






remarks about each other 
a literary biographer's vade mecum 












— 
A—F 
08 Catholic Library Practice 
id al. Brother David Martin, CSA U. Portland, $2.25 
. Harold ©. Gardiner in America a series 
a paper twenty covering competently 
t al phases of librarianship Rev. Stephen 
it ]. Brown, S.J National University of Ire 
© & and contributes the section on Catholic 
Bibliography 







. the symposium is broad enough to in- 
dude a paper on the diocesan library and 
bookshop . . . (there are some 500 at pres- 
emt) . . .” [Note: Does he mean parish li- 
braries? There are only 130 dioceses and arch- 
dioceses. —Ed. ] 

. quite definitely a contribution toward 
the improvement of Catholic influence in 
American letters.” 

A—FAV 
Churches of Old New England 

George Francis Marlowe 

(photographs Samuel Chamberlain) Mac, $3.75 

The Commonweal: “, . . architecture . 
architects, their pastors and their people . 
photographs . . . are magnificent... .” 

A—F 
Clever Hands of the African Negro 

Wilfrid D. Hambly — $2.65 


John LaFarge in The Commonweal: a 
peculiarly delightful little series of pictures ‘of 
the mysteries of African craftsmanship; weav- 
ing, woodcarving, blacksmithing . . . musical 
instruments, leather working, etc. . . .” 

A—F 
The Correspondence of Sir Thomas More 

ed. Elizabeth Frances Rogers Princeton, $7.50 
America: “. . . an important book, though one 
that makes small bid for general interest . . . 
18 letters afford penetrating entrance to a 
great mind active in historic affairs. . . 

“To students of More . . . Mrs. Rogers’ ex- 
pert collection must come as rain in the 
desert. . 

Sse) —zav (p. 47) 

Fyodor Dostoevsky 

1.A.T. Lloyd Scribner, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . we are rarely offered 
% sloppily written yet so pretentiously shoddy 
a biography.” 

A—DM 
Horace 
Alfred Noyes S & W, $3.50 
Rev, A. M. Fitzpatrick in Cleveland Universe- 
Bulletin: “, . . first in a series of Great Writ- 
ters of the World promised us by . . . Sheed 
and Ward. Lovers of literature and history are 
in for a rare treat when the series is com- 
pleted, readers of this volume will testify . . . 
readers of this book will have Horace as 
fiend for life, . 

A—F 
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Ibsen 

Brian W. Downs Cambridge, $3.25 
H. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: “ 
not bad. A bit plodding, humorless and ram- 
bling, but it keeps its promise to give Ibsen’s 
intellectual background . merits the atten- 
tion of all who waéat to ithe a fyi trip 
through the intellectual world of nineteenth 
century Europe ’ 

AWR 
Jacob's Night: The Religious 
Renascence in France 


Wallace Fowlte Sa W, 61.50 
Vivian Mercier in The Commonweal seem to 
be of the opinion that most of Mr. Powlie’s 
effort & nonsense 

i —F(WR) 

Lady Gregory's Journals 
ed. Lennox Robinson Mac, $5.00 


The Commonweal memoirs of life in 
Dublin and on an estate from 1916 to 
1930 recount the vigorous activities of a bril- 
liant yet wonderfully simple woman... a 
long section dealing with the Abbey 
Theater of which she was not only a founder 
but which she served as author, producer, 
critic, director and even leading lady . . . in- 
timate recollections of such figures in the 
Gaelic Revival as Synge, Yeats, Shaw and 
James Stephens... .” 


Music in the Romantic Era 
Alfred Einstein Norton, $5.00 
Author’s aim: “To show how the Romantic 
Movement was manifested in music and how 
music affected the Romantic Movement.” In- 
cludes a fascinating analysis of 19th C. oper- 
atic development. 
A—F 
The Place of Splendor 
Jessica Powers paneer im 00 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: , 
the best twentieth century poetry is Cohiba 
and ... it is America which today is produc- 
ing all the best young Catholic poets... . 
“ . , her second book of verse is a per- 
formance worthy the promise of her first .. . 
she is continually improving... .” 
A—HS—E—REV (p. 69) 
Rhymes and Verses, Collected Poems 


for Young People 
Walter De La Mare 


(il. Elinore Blaisdell) Holt, $3.00 


The Catholic World: “. . . Anyone who has 
enjoyed the lilting lines of ‘A Child’s Day,’ 
felt the loneliness of ‘Nicholas Nye’ or sensed 
the underlying appeal to the supernatural in 
‘The Three Beggars’ will appreciate the excel- 
lence of this work... .’ 

A—HS—F—REV (p .32) 
Saints and Saint Makers of New Mexico 

E. Boyd Lab. of Anthropology, $5.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . a most interesting 
study. . . . The so-called santos of New Mex- 
ico, images of saints, some painted, some 
carved of wood . . . an important contribution 


to the study of American culture ... a de- 
lightful little book. . . .” 

A—F 
These Things Are Mine 

George Middleton Mac, $5.00 
America: “. . . autobiography . . . George 


Middleton is certainly not a vivid character. 
. A playwright . . . he worked energetically 
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and traveled extensively while building an or- 
ganization to improve the bargaining position 
of authors . . . has met incredible numbers of 
people . . . less autobiographical than histori- 
cal . . . has lived through forty-five years of 
theatrical history which he helped to make .. . 
an interesting if not am exciting, life a 
temperate, tolerant and inquiring man.” 
ASAT 


Twe Werlds of Music 


Berta Geisemear Creative Age, $5 00 


The Commonweal two worlds 
Furt wangter 1921 to 1035, and Beecham 
1046 to 10485 will well reward the con 


cert goer who harbors an ounce of curiosity 
about what goes on besides the performance 


4 





’ al 
Gen. Excerpts 
(Continued from page 90) 
talk, throws light—helpful if indirect—upon 
more than one towering figure and upon sev- 
eral momentous questions. What reader is not 
acutely interested in candid close-ups of Car- 
dinals O’Connell, Merry del Val, Gasparri, 
Hayes, Mundelein, Dougherty; of the Cardi- 
nals elevated in 1946, Spellman, Stritch, Moo- 
ney, Glennon, and of the man who used to 
be Cardinal Pacelli!” 
A—HS—F—REV (p. 129, Vol. V) 


Storm Center 
J. Walker McSpadden 


“ 
. 


DM, $3.00 


America: . . Charming biographical novel 

about Andrew Johnson, the seventeenth Presi- 

dent . . . delightfully quaint, homey style. .. .’ 
A—HS—REC 


The Struggle for the World 
James Burnham Day, $3.00 


Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. . . two main 
arguments: (1) that for the immediate future 
Western Civilization can be saved from an- 
nihilation only by a World Empire holding 
absolute monopoly of atomic and similar 
weapons, for “world government” is feasible in 
the next few years only on coercive terms; 
(2) that the Soviet Union has already entered 
the preliminary stages of the Third World War 
for the purpose of obtaining what is now for 
the first time technically possible, world con- 
Ten. <- 
“. . . it will almost certainly be among the 
most discussed books to be published this year 
. few will be willing to accept the harsh 
implications of the whole logical fabric. . . .” 
The Sign: “. . . a timely book, written by a 
man with unusual knowledge of the nature of 
Communism. It should be read and studied by 
all who are eager to know why we still await 
the much-desired peace.” 
A—F (WR) 


Successful Part-Time Farming 
Haydn S. Pearson Whittlesey, $3.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . factors [that] should 
be emphasized in the purchase of a part-time 


farm .. . presents the project from an ex- 
tremely practical viewpoint. .. .” 
A—F 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Thinking It Over 
Thomas F. Woodlock 

C BC Newsletter: “. 


McMullen, $3.00 
. Certainly no com- 
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mentator in the field of American journalism 
deserves more attention. . . . Perhaps the most 
exciting feature of the collection is its con- 
creteness . . . principles . . . are applied direct- 
ly to concrete cases . . . an informal history 
of modern thought.” 

A—MSO—REC—REV (p. 191, Vol. V) 


The Catholic World: “. . . Due to his logically 
trained, well-ordered mind one of the most 
satisfying attributes of Thomas Woodlock as 
a writer or speaker was his ability to develop 
his topic concisely and completely. . . . 

“... his was an examining mind and it gave 
attention to the honest ideas of thinking men, 
whether or not he could agree with them. 
Only in the eternal verities was he inflexible. 

“. . a stout believer in the principles of 
democracy . . . some of his most telling edi- 
torials . . . deal with the upholding of our 
democratic institutions. He inveighed against 
all forms of political opportunism, as well as 
against that ‘noxious brew,’ totalitarianism. . .” 

A—E—REC—REV—». 191, Vol. 5 


The Third Way 


Stuart Cloete Mifflin, $3.50 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . ‘There are three inter- 
nationals today . . . the Kremlin . . . the Vati- 
can... finance. . . . The Vatican is allied to 
finance, and tacitly, against its will as it were, 
to fascism. It was openly against communism, 
which inevitably made it pro-fascist before 
the war.’ 

“Alas, so was I and so am [I still. And if 
that makes me a Fascist, by the same token is 
Mr. Cloete a Communist, because he is anti- 
fascist... . 

“, . the third way is what he terms the 
militant center between reaction and revolu- 
tion. It would seem that the militant center’s 
home is in the Kremlin. . . .” 

A—U 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 

This Is My Story 

Louis Francis Budenz Whittlesey, $3.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . It’s a mystery 
story, an up-to-date thriller that dispenses 
with cloak and dagger, but makes us aware 
of sinister figures with secret orders and forged 
documents, of midnight meetings and rapidly 
changing aliases, of periodic disappearances 
and a technique of lying, treachery and 
smear... .” 


Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. . . honest, 
painstakingly unsensational . . . deserves to 
i 

Catholic Review Service: “. . . He ends his 


Preface with these words: ‘It is in fervent 
gratitude to the Mother of God, Mary of the 
Magnificat, that I give testimony to the truth, 
acknowledging that but for her amazing as- 
sistance I would not tonight close my eyes 
with the sign of the Cross in that peace which 
the world cannot give.’ .. .” 
A—E—REC—REV—+}. 197, Vol. 5 


Thomas Edward Shields 
Justine Ward Scribner, $3.50 
Theodore Maynard in The Commonweal: 
“It is good to see this admirable biography 
. . as he comes to life again in Mrs. Ward’s 
pages, one cannot but feel that the Catholic 


University . . . has never had one who was a 
greater man. 

“. . . the story of his early life is very 
moving... . 

“ . . it was due to him that the Catholic 
Sisters College was founded, that the Catholic 
University summer school began its fruitful 
work, and that a revolutionary series of text- 
books was published . . . virtually single- 
handed and on a shoestring. .. . 

“Mrs. Ward . . . a very remarkable teacher, 
was closely associated with Father Shields and 
so is well-equipped for the writing of this 
fully documented account of a life of dogged 
heroism. .. .” 

Three Short Novels 


Vercors L B, $2.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . as a writer he has a 
lot more in his favor than merely being on the 
right side . . . studies in human breakdown, 
case histories of the moral folding-up that 
becomes a national characteristic in a beaten, 
imprisoned nation. .. .” 
A—MSO—F(WR) 


“Tides from the West 


Chiang Monlin Yale, $3.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . might well be 
called the autobiography of an educator... 
important as a contribution to our understand- 
ing of China... .” 


A—SAT 
The Tin Flute 

Gabrielle Roy R-H, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “... . There is 


much that is awkward and tedious in Miss 
Roy’s meandering and badly accentuated re- 
cital. . . . Nonetheless . . . authenticity .. . 
honesty . . . poignancy, and a universality 
which makes it absorbing as one reads and 
haunting when one has done. . . .” 

A—SAT (WR) 
Tory Radical 

Cecil Driver Oxford, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . career of a middle 
class campaigner for labor legislation in early 
nineteenth century England (“King” Oastler) 
. . . an engrossing and finely written tale. .. . 
Sympathy, detachment, vivid description, well 
articulated narrative, and keen analysis keep 
one’s attention fixed... .” 

A—SAT 


MENCKEN, ARCH-SCOFFER 


Treatise on the Gods 
H. L. Mencken Knopf, $3.50 


Once the idol of a horde of semi-imbecile 
readers, writers and alleged critics, the quon- 
dam “sage” of Baltimore has been outdistanced 
by many modern scoffers. Nevertheless, he is 
still in sufficient demand among those who 
revel in blasphemies and anti-clericalisms to 
warrant a reprinting of his Treatise, and it can 
do much harm. 

“The profoundest truths of the Middle 
Ages,” he said in his Criticism of America, 
“are now laughed at by schoolboys. .. .” 
(1922). That’s an index to his perceptions. 

Anti-clerical rather than skeptical, his re- 
vival by the publishers at this time is not 
without significance. 

A—DIS —J.C.T. 


Total War and the Constitution 
Edward S. Corwin Knopf, $2.50 


The Sign: “. . . five lectures delivered . . . at 


the University of Michigan. . . . The impact of 
total war upon our constitutional rights and 
especially upon our National Government js 
revealed by a marshalling of cases and ingj- 
dents, quite unlike anything hitherto available 
as a study of Constitutional Law. . . . Corwin 
says of President Roosevelt’s remarkable ad- 
dress making peremptory demands upon Con- 
gress in 1942: ‘The message of September 7 
can only be interpreted as a claim of power on 
the part of the President to suspend the Con- 
stitution in a situation deemed by him to 
make such a step necessary. . . . He was sug- 
gesting, if not threatening, a virtually com- 
plete suspension of the Constitution.’ ” 
A—REC 


The Trial of Soren Qvist 
Janet Lewis Doubleday, $ 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“' . . excellently written new version of a 
Danish legend. . . . Mrs. Lewis has done ex- 
tremely well with an unusual subject.” 
A—F 


20th Century Congress 

Estes Kefauver DS &P, $3.00 
America: “Mr. Kefauver is a member of the 
House of Representatives from Tennessee, His 
materials are drawn from life under the big 
dome. 

“The real merit of the book lies ... in 
the graphic description . . . where we get an 
inside view of Congress... . 

“People should interest themselves in mod- 
ernizing Congress.” 

A—SAT 


The United States at War 


Committee on Records of 
War Administration G PO, $1.00 
The Sign: “. . . one of a series of studies now 
being conducted by Federal agencies on war- 
time activities . . . an over-all account of a 
nation going to war and of the measures taken 

to bring final victory.” 


A—SAT 
Vermilion 

Idwal Jones P-H, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . there is 


not a single genuine human being in the lot, 
and all their doings are remarkably uninter- 
esting. The one distinction . . . that it is an 
‘historical’ novel that can be said to be free 
of the taint of sensationalism.” 

A—SAT (WR) 


The Way of the South 
Howard W. Odum Mac, $3.00 


Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . as Dr. 
Odum sees it, there could be no real equilib- 
rium of white and negro . . . short of a redis- 
tribution of the Negro throughout the nation. 
. . . ‘The South could not and would not give 
the Negro equal opportunity. The North could 
not and would not .. . do what it insisted the 
South must do’. . . the points . . . the author 
makes are remarkably persuasive. . . .” 

A—F 
The Wayward Bus 

John Steinbeck Viking, $2.75 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: “. .- 
Time labeled The Wayward Bus as cheap and 


second-rate fiction. . . . The New Yorker said 
that the sex angle was overdone. . . . Henty 
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Seidel Canby was quite cagey in The Book-of- 
the-Month Club News. But Harrison Smith in 
The Saturday Review of Literature went all 
out for the book. . . .” 

A—DIS 


The Weather of the Heart 

Daphne Athas A-C, $2.75 

Nancy Lenkeith in The Commonweal: “. . . 
a truly creative piece of fiction, a good and 
successful minor work . . . a first novelist... . 
Her expressive capacity . . . makes up for a 
basic structural weakness in the plot, and for 
a complete lack of humor.” 

AWR 


What Ails Mankind? 

Gustave Thibon S W, $1.75 
The Sign: “. . . probes the body social to 
diagnose the diseases which are threatening its 
continued existence . . . nothing superficial. 
.,. A thoughtful reading of this book will 
provide a satisfying experience. . . .” 

A—F 
The Wild Yazoo 

John M. Meyers Dutton, $3.00 
New World, Chicago: “. . . undistinguished 
.. . best described as drug-store fiction .. . 
a waste of time and a malignant growth on 


the body of modern fiction. . . .” 
A—DIS 


Wind Across the World 
Dorothy Graham Putnam, $2.75 


The Catholic World: “. . . three decades in 
the lives of a few Anglo-American families in 


Shanghai’s International Settlement ... a 
framework for the author’s compassionate de- 
lineation of China and her people during a 


crucial period . . . just before the turn of the 
last century. . . .” 

A 
The Wise in Heart 

Nancy Kendall Crowell, $2.75 


From BOT review by Marie Faust: “. . 
pioneering spirit that characterized the early 
settlers of the Northwest . . . had long since 
disappeared from the fashionable second- and 
third-generation families of this novel. . 
Dean family dominated by a matriarch who 
tries and succeeds frequently in running and 
ruining the lives of all around her, a woman 
vicious and mean. . . . The characters... . 
are for the most part disagreeably real. . . 
usually sunk in quagmires of emotion and 
obscenity, for their scope of pleasure rests 
with the senses. Monica, the one exception, 
and represented as Catholic, has a fine sense 
of personal loyalty, but her philosophical and 
moral concepts are sickly and un-Cath- 
Oia s 

A—U 
Without Seeing the Dawn 

Stevan Javellana L B, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . first novel by a 
Philippine writer of the new Philippine Re- 
public. Peasants of all varieties, water-buffalos, 
lust, and the Japanese war horrors abound. 
Mr. Javellana has attempted a ‘Good Earth’ 
for his native islands. . . . Probably .. . 
shows an accurate picture . . . of the average 





Philippine farmer, but the events seem some- 
what trumped up... .” 
AWR 


The World of Dreams: An Anthology 
ed. Ralph I. Woods Random, $5.00 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . a new kind of an- 
thology . . . scholarly, informative, thought- 
provoking . . . a book about dreams... 
edited so sagaciously that, despite the fact that 
214 men have contributed to it, one can read 
it as a continuous work, without skipping, and 
without any flagging of one’s interest... .” 
A—F10 
Yank—tThe GI Story of the War 
“Yank” Staff DS & P, $5.00 
Paul Kiniery in America: “Some of the pic- 
tures appeared in . . . The Best from Yank, 
but the articles are new . . . eighty-seven . 
in all; each one drives home a message. The 
flavor of war is here; these men knew what 
they were writing about.” 


A—SAT 
The Year of Stalingrad 

Alexander Werth Knopf, $6.00 
America: “. . . long, frequently rambling ac- 


count of the sanguinary and awe-inspiring 
events of the 1942 and early 1943 . . . he has 
been extremely sympathetic toward Russia in 
his reporting of that country. . . . The pecu- 
liar emphasis put upon a campaign of hatred 
toward the enemy . . . leaves the Christian 


reader . . . somewhat shocked by the cold, 
calculated fury of it... .” 
A—DM 
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A New Publishing House 


ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST BOOK 


A CATHOLIC READER 


Edited by CHARLES A. BRADY 


A CATHOLIC READER is a personalized anthology which 
stresses the delightful side of the Catholic mind in life 
and letters. It offers itself as a perfect bed table book to 
the civilized reader who prizes the perennial values, but 
does not think any the less of them for being expressed 
with wit and grace. The range of selection is extremely 
wide. There is something here for every taste: for the po- 
litically minded, Heywood Broun on Al Smith; for the 
mystery fan, a Mrs. Belloc Lowndes study in murder; for 
the short-story fancier, two of Maurice Baring’s little mir- 
acles of style and tender irony. 

Past and present are represented in almost equal pro- 
portions. Sir Thomas Malory is complemented by Evelyn 
Waugh; satirist Dryden by satirist Belloc; eighth century 


Ready October 10 ° . 


monkish lyrist by the 1947 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
poetry. Clare Boothe Luce writes trenchantly on divorce, 
Chesterton humorously on pigs, Monsignor Ronald Knox 
brilliantly and affectionately on the Crib. The connois- 
seur is likely to prize most highly William Roper’s life of 
his father-in-law, Thomas More, reprinted here in its en- 
tirety and available nowhere else in single volume form. 


Charles A. Brady, editor of A CATHOLIC READER, is one 
of the better known young literary critics of the present 
day. The author of numerous critical articles, at the pres- 
ent moment he is Professor of English Literature at Can- 
isius College, Buffalo, and regular book reviewer for THE 
NEW YORK TIMES and AMERICA. He conducts a weekly 
book column for the BUFFALO EVENING NEWS. 


At your bookstore ° ° $3.50 


DESMOND and STAPLETON 


SEVEN SENECA STREET 


BUFFALO 3, N. Y. 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
ADOPTS NEW PLAN----1948 MODEL 


During the past year, we followed the traditional book-club plan of free dividends—to be given after a fixed 
number of books had been taken. To afford members a wider choice, we also offered Dual Selections (ty, 
books), on which a larger saving was given IMMEDIATELY on purchase, rather than LATER in the form of 


a free dividend. 
No Dividends Hereafter 


The preference of our members for the Dual Plan was so overwhelming that we have discontinued the 
dividend idea altogether. Hereafter, immediate reductions will be given on all books offered. 

Under this method, we will save the large expense of keeping dividend records on thousands of member, 
and WHAT WE SAVE, YOU GET, through lower prices. 

To meet legal requirements, purchase of four books during a year’s period qualifies you for the discounts 
allowed. Postage is additional. 


SEPTEMBER (7TH DUAL SELECTION ) 


IT WAS MARY, by Eleanor Arnett Nash SO! YOU WANT TO GET MARRIED, by Dorothy 
ree Fremont Grant 
This is not—as some members thought—a story An extraordinary book on all counts. The approach 
about Our Lady, but about another Mary we’re sure —that of a successful author who is also a successful 
Our Lady would have liked. On the surface it’s the wife and mother, who thinks the married vocation 


deserves youth-long preparation, and rates emotional 


tale of a washer-woman’s daughter whe que up in immaturity as a major impediment to happy and holy 
the world. On a much deeper plane, it is a compas- marriage. ... The style—hard-hitting, direct, urgent— 
sionate and engrossing characterization of a valiant and what she thinks is humbug, she calls humbug. .., 


: P : The application—for every growing-up girl and her 
women, who lived her Faith bravely and quietly brothers; for parents of future brides and grooms; 


through days of stupefying tragedy. You will enjoy for priests, Sisters, Cana Conference workers, marriage 
this book, and cherish it, and go back to it for inspira- court officials. If you don’t fit into any of these classes, 
you ought to know someone who does—at least by 
Christmas-shopping time you will. 

(Regular Price, $2.75. Members’ Price, $2.20) (Regular Price, $2.50. Members’ Price, $2.00) 


An Additional Offering 


With these two, you may also have a third book, The Unspeakables, by Laverne Gay, a dazzling historical 
romance that missed deserved attention when published at the end of the War. It sets forth one of the most 
critical and dramatic chapters in European history and tells how one remarkable Catholic princess married toa 
Lombard Aryan (“Unspeakable”’) king conspired with Pope Gregory the Great to save Christianity from the 
barbarians. Excellent history—excellent romance, with sweeping style, sound learning, brisk dialog, a heroine 
as beautiful as she is brave. (Regular Price, $3.00. Members’ Price, $1.50) 


No. 1. It Was Mary No. 2. So! You Want to Get Married No. 3. The Unspeakables 


You may have Nos. 1 & 2 for . . . . . . «. $3.95-- Saving 25% 
...or Nos. 1&3for .... . . . $3.40--Saving 40% 
..-.or Nos. 2&3 for ..... . . » $3.00-- Saving 36% 

Or, you may have all three (list price $8.25) for . $4.35 -- Saving 47% 


IN SENDING YOUR APPLICATION, PLEASE MARK THE COUPON TO SHOW WHAT YOU WANT SENT 


tion and entertainment much more than once. 


(Note: For October, there will also be three books—A Catholic Reader, by Charles A. Brady; Philosophy Without Tears, y& 


Arthur Little; Mother Seton, An American Woman, by Leonard J. Feeney, S.J. Descriptions and individual details will be sent 
to Members in our September Newsletter.) 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, III. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. The purchase of four books 
qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance Descriptions of all Selections, and I may reject any 
the books offered, so long as I buy four in a year. 





























START my membership by sending All 3 September books ______.. Send No. 1 » No. 2 _.__. Ne. 3 ——aae 
Send 1 & 2 ~1a8 .2&3 
NAME ee ERS Sena 
ST. & NO. See _ ZONE___ STATE__—= 
AGE (if a minor) OCCUPATION 





IF AN INSTITUTION, GIVE NAME HERE 
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